fathom Apresyan (B-Ri)
1. ['feed(e)m] n
1. paToM Mopckasi caxeHb (Mepa OrnuHbl, rpeuM. Ons udMepeHus anybuHbl 800bl; = 6 ¢hymam, ~1,83 m)
fathom line - a) mop. not, 6) ezeoep. n3obara
2. eguHnua kybaTtypbl ApeBecuHbl (= 6 X6 X6 ghymos)
3. NoHMmaHue
¢ fathoms deep - rmyboko, ocHOBaTenbHO
to be fathoms deep in love - = 6bITb BNOBAEHHBLIM MO YLLK
he sank fathoms deep in my respect - Moé yBaxxeHne Kk HeMy curbHO nokonebanock
2. ['feed(a)m] v
1. n3amepsTb MybuHy (800k! ); AenaTb MPOMEP JTIOTOM
2. 1) nocturate, NOHUMaTb
to fathom a mystery - noctnub Tanny
| cannot fathom his intentions - 5 He Mory NOHATL ero HamepeHuin
2) coobpaxatb; gorageiBatbcs (06b/kH. fathom out)
| cannot fathom out where my keys have got to - HMkak He Mory coobpasunTb, Kyaa AeBanvMcb MOU KITun
let me try to fathom it out for myself - norogu, s noctapatoce cam gogymatbca

fathom ‘ Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th k.
fathom [fathom fathoms fathomed fathoming] BrE ['fzedom]
NAmME ['faedom]

to understand or find an explanation for sth
 ~ shisth (out) It is hard to fathom the pain felt at the death of a child.
* ~ (out) what, where, etc... ¢ couldn't fathom out what the man could possibly mean.
\érb forms : _werhforms
presant simpls
1/ oo f we ey |atharn
|BE / “faesmry
N / famssen]_
b [ she it {attars
BrE |/ fmdamzy
NAmE [~ fméama/
past simpla, past participle |fathomed
BrE | fmsamd)
NArE [/ fbamd/
-ing form faithorning
BeE |/ 'frdarmry
MamE [ fasdarr),

Word Origin:
Old m|glish feethm, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch vadem, vaam and German Faden ‘six feet’. The original sense was

‘something which embraces’, (plural) ‘the outstretched arms’; hence, a unit of measurement based on the span of the outstretched

arms, later standardized to six feet.

Bample Bank :
* ¢ couldn't fathom out what the man could possibly mean.

* It's hard to fathom the pain felt at the death of a child.
» She knew he was angry with her, for some reason she couldn't fathom.

a unit for measuring the depth of water, equal to 6 feet or 1.8 metres
* The ship sank in 20 fathoms.
* (figurative) She kept her feelings hidden fathoms deep.

Word Origin:
Old Eglish faethm, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch vadem, vaam and German Faden ‘six feet’. The original sense was

‘something which embraces’, (plural) ‘the outstretched arms’; hence, a unit of measurement based on the span of the outstretched

arms, later standardized to six feet.

fathom Longman DOCES5th H. (B-mh)
I. fathlom' /'feedom/ BrE = AmE = noun [countable]

[Language: Old Eglish ; Origin: faethm]

a unit for measuring the depth of water, equal to six feet or about 1.8 metres
Il. fathom2 BrE ~  AmE =~ (also fathom out) verb [transitive]

to understand what something means after thinking about it carefully SYN work out:

| still can’t fathom out what she meant.
fathom how/why/where etc
° Mark couldn’t fathom why she resented him so much.



THESAURUS

Bto understand something difficult
= grasp to completely understand an idea or a fact, especially a complicated one: Some of his theories can be rather difficult for
the ordinary reader to grasp. | | don’t think Stuart really grasped the point | was making.
= fathom /'fzedom/ formal to understand what something means or the reasons for something, after thinking carefully about it:
She looked at him, puzzled, trying to fathom the reasons for his actions.
- make sense of something to understand something that is not easy to understand, especially by thinking about it: People are
still trying to make sense of the news.
= can’t make head nor tail of something spoken used when something seems impossible to understand: | can’t make head
nor tail of his plays, and I’'m not sure that anyone else can either.
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