may Apresyan (En-Ru)
1
[mei] v
1. npasgHoBaTth [epBoe mas
2. cobupaTb LIBETbI BECHOM
|
[mel] v (might)
I
8bipaxkaem
1. (c npocmbiM uHpuHUMUBOM b6e3 Yacmuuyb! t0 omHocumcess Kk Hacmosiwemy u 6ydyuieMy 8peMeHU, ¢ rnepheKmHbIM
UHGbUHUMUBOM - K ripowedwemy)
1) npednonoxeHug 6epPOSAMHOCMb, 803MOXHOCMb
it may rain - BO3MOXHO, ByAeT AoXab
he may not be hungry - BO3MOXHO, OH He ronogeH
he may miss the train - oH MOXeT ono3gaTb Ha noesad, OH MOXeT U He yCneTb K noesay
she may havelost the bag - moxeT 6bITb, OHa NoTepsina Cymky
I might have left the bag behind - moxeT 6bITb, 51 3abbina cymky goma
he may come or he may not - MoxeT ObITb, OH NPUAET, a MOXET ObITb, N HET
how old may she be? - ckonbko en, no-Ballemy, neT?, CKONbKO en MoXeT BbITb NeT?
you may walk miles without seeing one - MOXXHO /Bbl MOXeTe/ NPOATM MHOIO MWUSIb U HUKOFO HE BCTPETUTL
it may be as much as five miles to Winchester - no BuHyecTtepa, noxanyi, He MeHbLUe NATU MUMb
how far may the village be from here? - ganeko nu oTctoga 4o AepeBHU?, Kakoe paccTosiHME oTcloda A0 AEPEBHU?
who might he be? - k1o 661 3T0 MOr 6bITE? [eM. M. 1, 2)]
he may have forgotten his promise - oH, BO3MOXHO, 3abbIri CBOE obellaHne
he may havefallen ill - oH, MoxeT 6bITb, 3a6onen
he may have lost his way - BO3MOXHO, OH 3abnyguncs
it might be about midnight when | came home - a gymato, 66110 OKOMO NONYHOUN, KOrAa S BEPHYNCH AOMOM
he might have arrivedin time if he had run quicker - oH mor 6bl nocneTb BoBpems, ecnu 6bl (OH) 6exxan GbicTpee
the team may well have won - BnosiHe BO3MOXHO, YTO KOMaH4a 1 Bbivrpana
2) COMHeHuUe, Hey8epeHHOCMb '
who may you be? - kTo Bbl Tako?, 4To Bbl U3 cebs npeacraBnaeTe? [cp. mx. 1, 1)]
it may be true - BO3MOXHO /MOXeT ObITH, 3TO NpaBaa
it may not be true - MoxeT ObITb /BO3MOXHO/, 3TO Henpasaa
it may have been true - MOXeT ObITb, 3TO 1 TaK, BO3MOXHO, 4YTO TakK 1 BbINo
he may (not) arrivethis afternoon - BO3MOXHO, OH (He) NpueneT cerogHs OHEM
it may not change anything - MoxeT ObITb, 3TO HUYEro HE U3MEHUT
the handwriting may be his, but the signature certainly is not - nouepk MoxeT 6bITb M €ro, HO NOAMUCH BO BCAKOM Criyyae - HeT
3) (mk. past) ykop:
you might offerto help! - mornu 66l NpeanoXumTe CBOK NOMOLLG!
you might have helped - mornu 6b1 1 noMoub!
you might have asked my permission - Mo)xHO 6bI510 Obl CNIPOCUTL MOETO cornacus
you might havekilled me! - Tbl MeHs Tak 1 youTb mor!
you might at least say *thank you®® - mor 6bl, No kpanHe mepe, cnacubo ckasaTb
4) (mk. past) npednoxeHue 8 8exXUBOU hopme:
you might try writing to him - Hago 6biro 661 nonpoboBaTh HanNUcaTb emy
mightn't it be an idea to go and see him? - no-moemy, Hennoxo ObIfo 6bl CXOAUTH HABECTUTL Er0
2. 1) 8 gornpocumernbHbIX MPeOIOXEHUSIX - NPocbOy:
may | ask you a question? - MOXHO (MHe) 3agaTb BaM BONPOC?, MOXHO MHE CMpOCUTbL Bac?
may | come in? - MOXXHO BOUTU?
may he go? - MOXHO eMy yUTun?
might | see it? - MOXXHO MHe B3rnsiHyTb?
may | trouble you to pass the salt? - noxanyncrta, nepegante MHe conb
| may leave now, mayn't I? - MHe ceiidac MOXHO ynUTuW, ga?
may they come and see you? - MOXXHO UM NPUNTN HABECTUTb Bac?
2) 8 ymeepOumeribHbIX NPeOrioXeHUsIX - pa3pewieHue
| shall call tomorrow if | may - a4 3angy 3aBTpa, ecrnv MOXHO /paspeLumnTe/
you may stay if you choose - moxeTe ocTaTbcs, ecnm XxotTute
if | may say so - ecnm MOXHO TaK Bblpa3nTbCs
I may say | find your question rather rude - gomkeH NpM3HaTLCS, YTO HAX0Xy Ball BOMPOC AOBOSIbHO rpybbiM /HECKOMBKO
HeyMeCTHbIM/
you may not smoke here - 34ecb KypuTb He HY>XHO /He pa3peluaeTcs/
he asked if he might leave the book with you - oH cnpocun, MOXHO N emy OCTaBUTb Y Bac KHUTY
he was told that he might take the book with him - emy paspeLlunnu B3saTb kHUry ¢ cobomn
you may think you're very clever, but ... - XoTs Tbl M cunTaellb cebs 04eHb YMHbIM, HO ...
3) 8 ymeepdumersibHbIX PedoXeHUsIX - crocobHOCMb, 803MOXHOCMb :
sit here, so that | may see your face more clearly - cagbTe ctoga, 4ToObI 51 SICHO BMAEN Balle nuuo
4) 8 soCKnuyamernbHbIX rpedroXeHUsiX - roxenaHue:
may you be happy [successful]! - a conytcTByeT Bam cyacTtbe [ycnex]!
long may he live! - ga 6yget ero xu3Hb gonron!



may you live to see this happy day! - »xenar Bam JOXUTb OO 3TOro CHaCTIMBOrO AHs!

may you live to repent it! - Bbl ewwé 06 atom noxaneete

may he rest in peace! - mup npaxy ero!

may damnation take him! - 6yap oH npoknat
3. donxeHcmeosaHue, obsi3amenbHOCMb (8 MeKcme 3akoHa, cmamyma u m. 1. ):

no replacement may take place during a trial - Bo Bpemsi npouecca He JOSKHO NPOM3BOANTLCA /HE NPON3BOAMUTCS/ HUKAKMX 3aMEH
4. 8 coyemaHusix:

as soon as may be - kak MOXHO ckopee

may /might/ as well - moxHo BnonHe (cOenams Ymo-n.)

you may /might/ as well leave now as wait any longer - 6onbLue xgaTb HE CTOUT, MOXELUb YUTU XOTb cenvac

they might (just) as well not have gone - oHu BNoNHe MOrMKN 1 HE XOANTb

there's nothing to do, so | may as well go to bed - genaTtb BC& paBHO HeYyero, 1 MOry (C TakvM e yCrnexom ) nedb cnatb
A
Kak ecriomoeameribHbil 2nazon yrnompebrnsemcs 0ns obpa3osaHusi cocriazamesibHo20 HaKImoOHeHUs
1) nocrnie cnos, ebipaxaruwux onaceHue, Hadexdy u m. I.:

| hope [hoped] he might succeed - Hagetoch [a Hagesncs], YTo emy 3TO yaacTtca

she was afraid he might catch cold - oHa 6osinacs, kak 66l OH HE NpoCTyAWNCS

they hope he may soon recover- OHM HagEeKTCs, YTO OH CKOPO MONPaBUTCS

the doctors fear that she may not live much longer - Bpaun 60siTCs, 4TO OHa 4ONTO HE NPOTSHET

they fear he may lose his way - oHu 6osTCS, Kak Obl OH He 3abnyanncs
2) nocne cor3os that, so that:

so that he may know in time - ¢ Tem, 4TOObI OH y3Han BOBpeMS

he wrote the address down (so) that he might not forgetit - oH 3anucan agpec, 4ToObl He 3abbITb ero
3) nocnie whatever, howeveru m. n.:

whateverhe may say | shall not believe him - 4yto 661 OH HU cka3an, 9 eMy He NoBepto

take whatevermay be necessary - BO3bMUTE BCE, YTO MOXET NOHaa0buTbCs

O

be that as it may - a) 6yab 4To OyzeT; 6) kak 6bl TO HY BbINO, Kak Obl HY OGCTOSANO AeNo

that's as may be - a) Hy u uTO x!; 6) BMONMHE BO3MOXHO, YTO TaK OHO U €CTb

as well one might - nogenom

he cried as well he might - oH nnakan n nogenom /Tak emy n Hago/

she blushed as well she might - oHa nokpacHena n HecnpocTa

run as he might he could not overtake me - xoTb OH 1 6ean n3o Bcex Cun, oH He MOr JOrHaTb MEeHs

try as he might, he could not get the window open - kak OH HV CTaparncs, OH He CMOTI OTKPbITb OKHO

[meil] n noam., ycm.

nesa

may ‘ Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
may [may mays]| modal verb noun BrE [me1] NAmME [mei1]

modal verb (negative may not, rare short form mayn't BrE ['me1snt] ;| NAmME ['merant] ", pt might BrE [mart] = ; NAME [maxrt]

, negative might not, rare short form mightn't BrE ['martnt] ;| NAmME ['martnt] = )
1. used to say that sth is possible
* That may or may not be true.
* He may have (= perhaps he has) missed his train.
* They may well win.
» Thereis a range of programs on the market which may be described as design aids.
2. used when admitting that sth is true before introducing another point, argument, etc.
* He may be a good father but he's a terrible husband.
3. (formal) used to ask for or give permission
* May | come in?
* You may come in if you wish.
4. (formal) used as a polite way of making a comment, asking a question, etc.
* You look lovely, if | may say so.
* May | ask why you took that decision?
* IfI may just add one thing...
5. (formal) used to express wishes and hopes
* May she rest in peace.
* Business has been thrivingin the past year. Long may it continue to do so.
6. (formal) used to say what the purpose of sth is
» Thereis a need for more resources so that all children may have a decent education.

Word Origin:
v. Old English maeg Germanic ‘have power’ Dutch mogen German mégen fmain tmight ‘strength’

n. late Middle English tMay

Grammar Point:
modal verbs
The modal verbs are can, could, may, might, must, ought to, shall, should, will and would. Dare, need, haveto and used to also



share some of the features of modal verbs.
Modal verbs have only one form. They have no -ing or -ed forms and do not add -s to the 3rd person singular form: = He can speak

three languages. <= She will try and visit tomorrow.

Modal verbs are followed by the infinitive of another verb without to. The exceptions are ought to and used to: = You must find a
job. <= You ought to stop smoking. <= | used to smoke but | gave up two years ago.

Questions are formed without do/does in the present, or did in the past: = Can | invite Mary? <= Should | have invited Mary?
Negative sentences are formed with not or the short form -n’t and do not use do/does or did.

You will find more help with how to use modal verbs at the dictionary entries for each verb.

Which Word?:

can / may
Can and cannot (or can’t) are the most common words used for asking for, giving or refusing permission: = Can | borrow your
calculator? <= You can come with us if you want to. <= You can’t park your car there.
May (negative may not) is used as a polite and fairly formal way to ask for or give permission: = May | borrow your newspaper? <=
You may come if you wish. It is often used in official signs and rules: = Visitors may use the swimming pool between 7 a.m. and 7
p.m. <= Students may not use the college car park. The form mayn't is hardly everused in modern English.

Idiom: tthat as it may

uncountable
the white or pink flowers of the thawthorn

Word Origin:
v. Old English maeg Germanic ‘have power’ Dutch mogen German mégen 'main tmight ‘strength’

n. late Middle English tMay

may Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
I. may'S1 W1 /mer/ BPEE =~ AmE = modal verb
[Language: ; Origin: ]
1. POSSIBILITY if something may happen or may be true, there is a possibility that it will happen or be true but this is not certain
SYN might:

I may be late, so don’t wait for me.
Some chemicals may cause environmentaldamage.
There may not be enough money to pay for the repairs.
Well, | may have been wrong.
They may have called while you were out.
It may be that Minoan ships were built and repaired here.
Your job may well involvesome travelling (=it is fairly likely).
2. POSSIBLE TO DO SOMETHING if something may be done, completed etc in a particular way, that is how it is possible to do it
SYN can:
° The problem may be solved in a number of differentways.
3. ALLOWED
a) used to say that someone is allowed to do something SYN can:
° Thank you. You may go now.
Thereis a set of rules to show what members may and may not do.
You may sit down or stand, just as you wish.
No one may own more than 10% of the shares.
b) may l/we ...? spoken formal used to ask politely for permission to do something:
° May | come in and wait?
May we use your office for a few minutes?
4. IN POLITE EXPRESSIONS spoken formal used to say, ask, or suggest something in a polite way:
All these things, if | may say so, are entirely irrelevant.
Who, may | ask, is Wotherspoon?
May | suggest that you consider the matter further before taking any action.
5. ALTHOUGH used to say that eventhough one thing is true, something else which seems very differentis also true:
° I'may be slow, but at least | don’t make stupid mistakes.
Although this may sound like a simple process, great care is needed.
Strange as it may seem, | always felt | belonged here.
6. may as well spoken used to suggest that someone should do something, because there is no good reason to do anything else
SYN might as well :
°  Ifthere’s nothing more to do, we may as well go to bed.
You may as well tell us now — we’ll find out sooner or later.
7. may somebody/something do something formal used to express a wish or hope:
° We pray for those who died — may they rest in peace.
It is a fine tradition and long may it continue!
8. PURPOSE formal used after ‘so that’ or ‘in order that’ to say that someone does something in order to make something else
possible:
The hero sacrifices his life so that his friend may live.



9. be that as it may formal in spite of what you have just mentioned:
Perhaps there isn’t one single system that will work for everyone. Be that as it may, we all need order in our lives.
10. may well used to say that there is a good reason for a reaction, question, or feeling:
° ‘What's all the noise?’ ‘You may well ask.’
GRAMMAR
May is not used in questions about possible events or situations. Use might instead:
= Might there be problems?
may have, might have
To say that it is possible that something happened, you can use may have or might have:
= She may have been executed.
= He might have been misquoted.
If something was possible, but did not in fact happen, you can use might have, but not may have:
» Had | been more perceptive, | might have noticed that she was not happy.
Il. may2BrE = AmE = noun [uncountable] British English
the white or pink flowers of the thawthorn
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