nibble Apresyan (B-Ri)
1. ['nib(a)l] n
1. 06rpbi3aHue; OTKyCbiBaHME
2. 4yyToYKa, Karnernbka
to take a nibble - oTkycuTb Kycouek
3. knéB (pbIbbI)
| felt a nibble at the bait - 5 nouyBcTBOBanN, YTO pbIbA KIHOHYNA
4. OCTOPOXHadA MOMbITKa; NPOLLYNbIBaHNE MOYBbI
| have not sold my car yet, but I'vehad some nibbles - 5 elwé He Nnpogan cBo aBTOMOOMIL HO K HEMY YXKe KOe-KTO MpuLeHnBancs
2. ['nib(e)l] v
1. 1) 06rpbi3aTh; rpbI3Th; rnogath (Kocmes ); Wunatb (mpasy)
a child was nibbling a biscuit - pe6&HOK rpbi3 neyeHbe
the mice nibbled their way through the door - Mbilwn nporpbiznu cebe xoa B ABepu
2) (at) nokycbiBaTb, €CTb NIeHMBO, 6e3 anneTuta
for breakfast he would nibble at a piece of dry toast - BMecTo 3aBTpaka OH TONbKO NOrpbI3ET CyxapuK 1 BCE
3) nocTteneHHo pa3pyLlaTtb, NoATavYnMBaTh
waves nibbling the shore - BonHbl, pasmbiBatome 6eper
food and rent nibbled away the money they had saved - pacxogbl Ha cTOn 1 KBapTUpy Cbenun nx cobepexeHuns
4) (at) npoboBaTb
to nibble at a subject - 3aTpOHYTb Kakyto-r1. TeMY; BCKONb3b KOCHYTbLCS KaKOW-f1. TEMbI
2. 1) kneBaTtb (0 pbibe)
the fish nibbled (at) the bait - pbiba kntoHyna
2) (at) kneBaTb (K020-/1. ), U3BOAUTL (MpUAMpPKammn), NpuanpaTbCs
3) (vacmo at) He pewaTtbcs, konebaTbca
to nibble at a suggestion /at an offer - pasgymbiBaTh Hag NpPeanoXeHNeM; He rOBOPUTL HU A HU HET
to nibble at an idea - urpaTb Kakom-I1. MbICITbIO
3. ¢/1. CTAHYTb, CTUOPUTL
4. 8oeH. HaHoCUTb psaA criabbix yaapos no o6opoHe NPOTUBHUKA
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nib-ble [nibble nibbles nibbled nibbling] BrE ['nibl]  NAmME ['nibl]

1. transitive, intransitive to take small bites of sth, especially food
+ ~sthW sat drinking wine and nibbling olives.
* i nibbled her ear playfully.
+ ~ (at/on sth) $ie took some cake from the tray and nibbled at it.
2. intransitive ~ (at sth) to show a slight interest in an offer, idea, etc
* & nibbled at the idea, but would not make a definite decision.
\érb forms :  werb forms
presant senp ke
1/ you § we fthey nibte
BrE /il
Inane  nesy
he / she it |t
BrE [ bl
|WamE itz
past simpla, past partl:pl?-ntlbbd
BrE /bl
MumE J nioddf
-ing form nibbling
BE /iy
MamE  neodm

Wrd Origin :
late 15th cent.: probably of Low German or Dutch origin; compare with Low German nibbeln ‘gnaw’ .
Derived 'nibble away at something

1. countable a small bite of sth
* | took a nibble from the biscuit.

2. nibbles plural small things to eat with a drink before a meal or at a party
* wine and nibbles

Wrd Origin :
late 15th cent.: probably of Low German or Dutch origin; compare with Low German nibbeln ‘gnaw’ .

Eample Bank :
* | took a little nibble from one of the sandwiches.

» ®mebody's had a nibble at this biscuit!



nibble Longman DOCE 5th . (B-f)

I. nibble! /'nibel/ BrE = AmE = verb
[Date: ; Origin: 'to chew bits off

1. [intransitive and transitive] to eat small amounts of food by taking very small bites:
k¢ nibbled the biscuit cautiously.
nibble at
°  There’s a fish nibbling at my bait.
nibble on
° K nibbled on a piece of raw carrot.
2. [transitive] to gently bite someone in a loving way:
° K beganto nibble her ear affectionately.
nibble away at something phrasal verb
to take away small amounts of something so that the total amount is gradually reduced:
All these expenses are nibbling away at our savings.
The @ottish National Party is beginning to nibble away at Labour’s majority.
THESAURUS
= bite to use your teeth to cut, crush, or chew something: The dog bit me! | | sometimes bite my fingernails when I'm nervous. | &
bit into the apple.
= chew to keep biting something that is in your mouth: ¢len was chewing a piece of gum. | ¢ was chewing on a cigar.
= gnaw if an animal gnaws something, it bites it repeatedly: The dog was in the yard gnawing on a bone.
= nip somebody/give somebody a nip to give someone or something a small sharp bite: \Wen | took the hamster out of his
cage, he nipped me.
= nibble to take a lot of small bites from something: A fish nibbled at the bait. | $ie sat at her desk, nibbling her sandwich.
= sink your teeth into somebody/something to bite someone or something with a lot of force, so that your teeth go right into
them: The dog sank its teeth into my leg. | ¢ sank his teeth into the steak.
= chomp on something informal to bite something and chew it in a noisy way: The donkey was chomping on a carrot. | & was
chomping away on big slice of toast.
= sting if an insect stings you, it makes a very small hole in your skin. You use sting about bees, wasps, and scorpions, and bite
about mosquitoes, ants, spiders, and snakes: $ie stepped on a wasps’ nest and must have been stung at least 20 times.
Il. nibble2 BrE ~ AmE = noun
1. [countable] a small bite of something
nibble of
° $e took a nibble of her cookie.
2. nibbles [plural] informal small things to eat, like 'crisps and 'peanuts, especially at a party
3. [singular] a small amount of interest in something:
°  Wve had the house on the market for a month and not even had a nibble yet.
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