
optional
[ʹɒpʃ(ə)nəl] a

необязательный; факультативный
optional attendance - необязательноепосещение или присутствие
optional subjects - факультативныепредметы
optional provision - факультативное/необязательное/ положение (договора, устава )
purely optional contributions - чисто добровольные взносы
optional equipment - нестандартноеоборудование
optional sports - необязательныевиды спорта (т. е. не входящие в программу соревнований)

♢ optional at extra cost - ком. поставляемый (по требованию покупателя) за дополнительную плату

Apresyan (En-Ru)

optional
op·tion·al AW [optional ] BrE [ˈɒpʃənl] NAmE [ˈɑ�p�ənl] adjective

that you can choose to do or have if you want to
• Certain courses are compulsory; others are optional.
• This model comes with a number of optional extras (= things you can choose to havebut which you will have to pay extra for) .

Example Bank:
• Certain classes are compulsory, others are optional.
• These features can be offeredas an optional part of the package.
• This model comes with a number of optional extras.

Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.

optional
op�tion�al AC /ˈɒpʃənəl $ ˈɑ�p-/ BrE AmE adjective

[Word Family: verb: ↑opt, ↑coopt; noun: ↑option; adverb: optionally; adjective: ↑optional]

if something is optional, you do not have to do it or use it, but you can choose to if you want to OPP compulsory:
three optional courses
The other excursions are optional.

optional extra British English:
Leather seats are an optional extra.

REGISTER
In everyday English, people often say that you don’t have to do something rather than say it is optional :

▪ Ties are optional. ➔ You don’t have to wear a tie.

• • •
THESAURUS
■not compulsory

▪ optional if something is optional, you can choose whether to do it or not: You don’t have to do French – it’s optional. | The
holiday price includes optional excursions such as an eveningcruise on the lake. | General Studies is optional for sixth-form
students.
▪ voluntary done because you want to do it and not because you have to – used especially about things that you do because you
think they will help other people or be useful: The programme is entirely voluntary, and no one will be forced to join. | The charity is
funded by voluntary donations.
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