better Apresyan (B-Ri)
1
['bete] n
nepxawumn napm
I
1. ['beta] n
NyywWmnni; nyywee
one's betters - BbICLLUME MO MONOXEHWUIO, BbILLECTOSALLME NULLE; CTapLume
to change for the better - nsmenutbca k nyywemy
¢ to think (all) the better of smb. - 6bITb BEICOKOrO MHEHMS O KOM-IT.
for better or worse - B c4acTbe 1 B HecyacTbe, B paioCTu 1 B rope
2. ['beto] a
1. compar om good Il
2. 1) nyywni; BeICLIMNA
one's better feelings - nyywne yyscTBa
2) 6onee noaxoasawuii, 6onee BbIrOAHbLIN
you are a better man for this job than | am - Tl 6onbLue noaxoaue Anst 3Ton paboTbl YeM 5
3. ny4we
| am /feel/ better today - mHe cerogHsa nydwe
are you feeling any better? - Bbl cebsi nyuiie yyBcTByeTe?
4. 6onbLni
the better part /half/ of smth. - 6onblwasa yacTb Yero-n., 60MNbLWNHCTBO
| haven'tbeen there for the better part of twenty years - 4 He 6bIn Tam noyT gBaguaTh net
¢ better sort - Bbigatowmeca noam
no better than - HM4yTHL He Nyywe
to do /to be/ better than one's word - =~ caoenaTtb 6onbLle obeLlaHHOoro
no better than she should be - 38¢h. = oHa He OTNMYaeTCs CTPOrocTLI0 NOBEAEHMUS
3. ['beta] adv
1. compar om well2 |lI
2. nyJuwe
he does it better than | do - oH fenaeT aTo nyylwe mMeHs
3. B 6onbLuen cteneHy; bonblue
| like him better than his brother - oH MHe HpaBuTCcs GonbLue, Yem ero 6paT
better than a pound - 6onblue dyHTa
4. nonHee; ocHoBaTernbHeeg CUnbHee
he is better loved than ever- ero no6aT cunbHee, Yem korga-nnbo
to be better off - xxuTb nyywe (MmamepuanbHo)
he is better off now that he has a new job - Teneps, kKoraa y Hero HoBas paboTa, OH ny4dlwe obecneveH
to go one better - npeB3onTn
he tried to go us one better by bidding twice as much for it - oH nbITancs ogoneTs Hac, yBenuMUMB CTaBky BOBOE
¢ to think better of smth. - nepegymatb, N3MeHUTbL MHEHMNE
| know better - meHs He npoBeaéLub
better late than never- nyywe nosgHo, Yem HUKorga
the sooner the better - yuem ckopee, Tem ny4ywe
4. ['beta] v
1. 1) ynyywaTb; ncnpaenaTe, COBEPLUEHCTBOBATb
he neverbettered his earlier works - oH HMKOrja He ncnpasnsan CBOW paHHUeE NponsseneHns
2) yny4wartbCcs; UCNpaBnaTbCs
the situation has bettered since yesterday - co B4epaluHero gHsa NonoXxeHue BbINpaBuUiock /= aena nownu B ropy/
3) refl nony4nTb NOBbILIEHME; NPOABUHYTLCA (1710 cr1yxbe)
in a few years he had bettered himself considerably by his talents and industry - 3a HeCKonbKo neT OH 3Ha4YMTENbHO NPOABUHYIICA
no cnyx6e 6narogaps CBoMM CNOCOBHOCTAM U TPyAOno6uto
2. npeBocxoanTb, NpeBbiaTh
the other classes cannot better our grades - gpyrne knaccel He MoryT oborHaTb Hac B y4é€be /no ycnesaemocTtu/

better Gford Advanced learners [xtionary &h H.
bet-ter [better betters bettered bettering] adjective, adverh noun, verb BrE
['beta(] NAME ['betor]
adjective (comparative of good)
1. of a higher standard or less poor quality ; not as bad as sth else
* W're hoping for better weather tomorrow.
* lér work is getting better and better .
* k¢ is in a much better mood than usual.
* he meal couldn't have been better.
* here's nothing better than a long soak in a hot bath.
* If you can only exercise once a week, that's better than nothing (= better than taking no exercise at all) .
2. more able or skilled
* Bie's far better at science than her brother.
3. more suitable or appropriate



* @n you think of a better word than ‘nice’?
* It would be better for him to talk to his parents about his problems.
* You'd be better going by bus.
4. less ill/sick or unhappy
* $ie's a lot better today.
* i leg was getting better.
* Yu'll feel all the better for a good night's sleep.
5. fully recoveredafter an illness; in good health again
* @n't go back to work until you are better.
see also fwell

Rem: Mst idioms containing better are at the entries for the nouns and verbsin the idioms, for example better luck nex time is at
luck.

more at discretion is the better part of valourat !discretion, two heads are better than one at 'head ,, the best/better part of sth at
tpart . preventionis better than cure at !prevention

Wrd @gin _:
@ Mglish betera (adjective), of Germanic origin; related to Mitch beter and German besser, also to tbest.

Thesaurus :
better adj.
* ¥r new movie is much better than her last one.
superior ¢ ¢ preferable -
Opp: worse
better than sb/sth
superior/preferable to sb/sth
far/greatly /vastly/infinitely better/superior/preferable

Bample Bank :
» Garles VIl was a bad king, and ®@arles VIl was no better.
« d you hurt yourself? @me here and let me kiss it better.
* @n't worry. he doctor will soon make you better.
 his latest book is a darned sight better than the one before.
* | hope you get better soon.
* | thought it better to tackle him outside of business hours.
* he new situation is no better than the old.
* here's nothing better than a nice juicy peach!
W must make our inner cities better to live and work in.
* l¢ was in a much better mood than usual.
* l¥r new movie is much better than her last one.
* l¢r work is getting better and better.
* | might not be a brilliant cook, but that meal's a darn sight better than anything you could do.
* | think he's a hundred times better as a teacher than M . Wite
* Ifyou only exercise once a week, that's better than nothing.
* he weather should get better towards the end of the week.
* here's nothing better than a long soak in a hot bath.
* Your work is getting better all the time.
Idioms: 'better off = bigger'smaller/faster/slower the better = ffor better or worse = 'get the better of somebody = thad best = tno
better than = 'so much the worse = fthat's better

adverb (comparative of well)
1. in a more excellent or pleasant way; not as badly
* $ie sings much better than | do.
» ®und travels better in water than in air.
* People are better educated now.
2. more; to a greater degree
* YUu'll like her when you know her better.
* A cup of tea? here's nothing I'd like better!
* Fit people are better able to cope with stress.
3. used to suggest that sth would be a suitable or appropriate thing to do
* he money could be better spent on more urgent cases.
* ®me things are better left unsaid.
* Yu'd do better to tell her everything before she finds out from someone else.
Rem: Mst idioms containing better are at the entries for the nouns, adjectives and verbsin the idioms, for example better the devil
you know is at devil.

Wrd @gin _:
@ Mglish betera (adjective), of Germanic origin; related to Mitch beter and German besser, also to tbest.



Grammar Point:
should / ought / had better

$ould and ought to are both used to say that something is the best thing or the right thing to do, but should is much more
common: = You should take the baby to the doctor's. <= | ought to give up smoking. In questions , should is usually used instead

of ought to: = $iould we call the doctor?

ld better can also be used to say what is the best thing to do in a situation that is happeningnow: = W'd better hurry or we’ll

miss the train.

Yu form the past by using should have or ought to have = $ie should have asked for some help. $= You ought to have been

more careful.

he forms should not or shouldn’t (and ought not to or oughtn’t to, which are rare in NAmE and formal in BrE) are used to say that

something is a bad idea or the wrong thing to do: = You shouldn’t drive so fast.

he forms should not have or shouldn’t have and, much less frequently , ought not to have or oughtn’t to have are used to talk

about the past: = I'm sorry, | shouldn’t have lost my temper.

1. singular, uncountable something that is better
* the better of the two books

* | expected better of him (= | thought he would have behavedbetter) .
2. your betters plural (old-fashioned) people who are more intelligent or more important than you

more at a change for the better/worse at fchange |, your elders and betters at felder ,, think (the) better of sb at tthink

Wrd @gin _:

@ mglish betera (adjective), of Germanic origin; related to itch beter and German besser, also to tbest.

1. often passive ~ sth to be better or do sth better than sb/sth else
* he work he produced early in his career has neverreally been bettered.
2. ~ yourself to improve your social position through education, a better job, etc

* housands of Victorian workers joined educational associations in an attempt to better themselves.

Verb forms: werb forms

presant simple

1) yous | wee Sy betier
BrE [ beleiry
MamE [/ batar/
he fshe it betters
BrE / Bwtar/
MamE | batarzy
past simple, past participls (beterad
|ttt it st bl st E:E.-’"'E?e-!r;r;'.-'
MamE |/ 'batard/
-ing fiorm betErng
BrE / beteery
NAmE /'betarm

Wrd @Gigin_:

@ Mglish betera (adjective), of Germanic origin; related to itch beter and German besser, also to !best.

Thesaurus :
get better
1.1
* hings got better after my husband found a job.

improve « ¢ pick up ¢ * progress ¢ * advance ¢ |informallook up * * come along/on °
Opp: get worse
things get better/improve/pick up/progress/are looking up/are coming along
technology is getting better/improves/progresses/advances

2.
* l¢ is finally getting better after a long illness.

recover ° ¢ heal * « get well ¢ - shake sth off * « pull through « [formal recuperate ¢ * convalesce °

Opp: get worse
recoverrecuperate from sth
gradually get better/recoverheal

Bample Bank :
* ik early work has neverreally been bettered.

* heir success that season could not be bettered.

better
l. bet'ter' S1 W1 /'vete $ -o/ BrE =~ AmE = adjective
[language: ; @igin: ]

longman [@E5th H. (B-mB)



1. [comparative of good] more useful, interesting, satisfactory, effective, suitable etc OPP worse:
° Yur stereo is better than mine.
There must be a better way to do this.
a better-quality car
much/a lot/far better
° W now havea much better understanding of the disease.
better still/even better
° It was even better than last year.
» Better is a comparative form. not say ‘more better’.
2. [comparative of well]
a) more healthy or less ill or painful than before OPP worse:
°  ®e is alittle better today, the doctor says.
I’m feeling much better, thank you.
b) completely well again after an iliness:
°  Wen you're better we can see about planning a trip.
| hope he gets better (=recovers from an illness) soon.
3. it is better/it would be better used to give your opinion or make a suggestion about what you think should be done or happen
it is better to do something
It's much better to get a proper written agreement.
it is better/it would be better if
It might be better if you stayed here.
4. get better to improve:
lér Eglish isn’t really getting any better.
hings can only get better.
5. no better
a) not better than something else or something before:
°  The following day the weather was no better.
b) used to say that something is the best
there is no better way/example /place etc
* There’s no better way of exploring the region.
6. nothing better
a) used to say that you really like something or think that something is very good
like/love/enjoy nothing better (than)
° e likes nothing better than a nice long walk along the beach.
here’s nothing better than beating someone who's playing well.
b) used to say that a thing or situation is not very good, but is the only thing possible or available
have nothing better to do
° Hwve you got nothing better to do than sit there playing that silly game?
| only picked it up because there was nothing better to read.
7. that’s better spoken used to say that something has improved, that you are happier or more comfortable, or to encourage
someone:
Ah, that’s better. | needed to sit down.
‘@n you turn it down?’ ‘Is that better?’

8. better late than never spoken used to say that evenif something happens late or someone arrives late, this is better than it not

happening or their not arrivingat all

= your better half/other half at 'half(§, = the best/better part of something at fpart’(9), = against your better judgment
at tjudgment(1), = sb’s better nature at 'nature(2), = better luck next time at 'luck'(14), = better the devil you know at
tdevi(11), = have seen better days at 'see’(30)

THESAURUS
- better the fcomparative of good: $ie wants a better job. | hie sales figures were far better than expected. | lucy’s better at

French than | am.
= superior better, especially in quality: German cars are far superior. | a superior product | ¢ thinks men are superior to women.

= preferable formal more suitable or useful — used when saying which one you prefer: Gsh would be preferable.| Anything would

be preferableto the system we have now.
= be an improvement on something to be better than something that exsted before: he engine is a huge improvementon
previous diesel engines.

= have the edge to be slightly better than another person or thing — used especially when saying which one will win in a game or

competition: Federeris likely to havethe edge in Sinday’'s game. | For me, this film has the edge overthe others.
= be miles ahead (of somebody/something) (also be streets ahead (of somebody/something) British English) informal to
be very much better than someone or something that you are competing against: he company is streets ahead of its rivals.

= there’s no comparison spoken used to emphasize that one person or thing is clearly much better than someone or something

else: here’s no comparison between the two teams. | ‘Wich apartment do you prefer?''Wll, there’s no comparison. he first
one we saw is bigger, quieter, and has much nicer furniture.'
Il. better2S1 W1 BrE = AmE = adverb [comparative of well]
1. to a higher standard or quality OPP worse:
° M can speak French a lot better than | can.
Your bike will run better if you oil it. = fare better at !fare2
2. to a higher degree SYN more:



-

e knows this town better than you do.
| think | like the red one better.
Potter is better known for his V work.
3. had better
a) used to give advice about what someone should do, or to say what you should do or need to do:
I’d better go and get ready.
| think you'd better ask Jo first.
You had better not tell Qver (=it is not a good idea).
b) used to threaten someone:
® Yu'd better keep your mouth shut about this.
» In speech, people usually shorten had to ‘d, and may not pronounce it at all. But do not leave out had or ’d in writing: You'd
better (NOT You better) come here!
4. do better to perform better or reach a higher standard:
W did better than all the other schools.
You can do better than that!
5. the sooner the better/the bigger the better etc used to emphasize that you would prefer something to happen as soon as
possible, want something to be as big as possible etc:
°  Shool finishes at the end of the week, and the sooner the better as far as I’'m concerned.
he younger you start learning a language, the better you’ll speak it.
6. go one better (than somebody) informal to do something more successfully than someone else:
° The following year lewis went one better by winning the gold medal.
® course, they had to go one better and have the whole garden redesigned.
= Ibetter off
lll. better® BrE =~ AmE = noun
1. the better the one that is higher in quality, more suitable etc when you are comparing two similar people or things:
I's hard to decide which one’s the better.
2. get the better of somebody
a) if your feelings or wishes get the better of you, they make you behavein a way you would not normally behave:
° M curiosity finally got the better of me and | opened the letter.
I think her nerves got the better of her.
b) to defeat someone or deal successfully with a problem
3. for the better in a way that improves the situation:
a definite change for the better

4. so much the better used to say that something would be even better or bring even more advantages:
If they can do them both at the same time, then so much the better.
5. be all the better for something to be improved by a particular action, change etc:
I think it’s all the better for that exra ten minutes’ cooking.
6. for better or (for) worse used to say that something must be accepted, whether it is good or bad, because it cannot be changed:
© Wik is, for better or worse, becoming more flexble nowadays.
7. your betters old-fashioned people who are more important than you or deserve more respect
= 'worse?, = elders and betters at 'elder?(2)
IV. better* BrFE =~ AmE = verb [transitive]
1. to be higherin quality, amount etc than someone or something else:
° ls total of five gold medals is unlikely to be bettered.
2. better yourself to improve your position in society by getting a better education or earning more money
3. formal to improve something:
°  bettering the lot of the working classes
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