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[ke'taestrofi]
1. a suden ewent that causes rany people to suffer
Syn: tdsaster
« Brly varning of risingwater lewls preventedanother rajor catastrophe.
2. an ewent that causes one person or a goup of people personal suffering or that rakes dfficulties
* he attempt to expand the husiness vas a catastrophe for the firm
* Wehad a few catastrophes wth the food for the party.
2rived Wrds : fcatastrophic = ‘catastrophically

Wrd Orign:
md 16th cent. (in the sense ‘cnouerant’ ): from Latin catastropha, from Greek katastrophé ‘overturning, sudden turn’, from

kata- ‘down’ + strophé ‘turning’ (from strephein ‘to turn’).

Bample Bank:
* The country is on the byink of a huranitarian catastrophe.

» hese policies could lead the country to environrantal catastrophe.

W had a few catastrophes wth the food for the party.

* owes to awrt a national catastrophe

 [twuldh't ke a catastrophe ifhe dah't turn up.

» he \erdct of this hearingis a personal and professional catastrophe for her.

catastrophe » » Longan [MCE 5thE (B-f)
catas'tro/phe /ka'taestrofi/ BIE =~ AmE ~ noun
[te: ; Langlage: ; Orign: 'to turn upside down, cataclysm 'to turn]

1. [uncountalle and countalie] a terride ewent invhich there is a lot of éstruction, suffering or ccath SYN disaster
emvronrantalnuclear/econoric  etc catastrophe
he Black Sea is facing ecologcal catastrophe as a result of pollution.
prevenfawert a catastrophe
°  Sudin requiresfood imadately  to awert a huranitarian catastrophe.
2. [countable] an ewent which is \ery lad for the people inohed SYN disaster
catastrophe for
If the contract is cancelled it'll ke a catastrophe for everyone concerned
—catastrophic / kaeta'strofik« $ -'stral/ adjective:
° acatastrophic fall in the price of rice
he failure of the talks could hawe catastrophic conseqguences.
—catastrophically /-kli/ adverb
THESAURUS
= disaster a sudkn ewent such as an accicent, or a natural event such as a flood or storm vmich causes geat carage  or
suffering 200 people ded in the train dsaster. | he earthquake vas the werst natural dsaster to hit Inda for ower 50 years.
= catastrophe a terribe ewent invaich there is a lot of destruction, darage, suffering or ceath ower a wke areaofthe wrld A
large corat hitting the earth wuld ke a catastrophe. | W dn’t vant another nuclear catastrophe like Chernolyl. | Scientists say
that the oil spill is an ecologcal catastrophe.
= tragedy a \ery sad ewent, that shocks people kecause itinwhesaath: Itws atraged/ that he ded so young | the Al
traged/ in Africa
= debacle an ewent or situation that is a corplete failureand is \ery erarrassing he openingcererony fturned into a cetacle. |
he team is hopingto d ketter this gara, afterlast wek's etacle aginst the Chicag Bears.
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