grasp Apresyan (En-Ru)
1. [gra:sp] n
1. 1) Kpenkoe cxaTtue; cxeaTka
iron grasp - xxenesHasi xgaTka
to have a strong grasp - umeTb Kpenkoe pykonoxartme
to lose one's grasp - BbINyCTUTb (4MO-/1. ) U3 pyK
to wrest smth. from smb.'s grasp - BblpBaTb YTO-Nl U3 PyK Yy KOro-n.
to escape from smb.'s grasp - BblpBaTbCS U3 YbUX-I. 0OBATUIA
the fish squirmed from his grasp and fell into the water - pbiba BbICKOMb3HYNa y HEro U3 Pykn 1 NIoXHynack B Boay
2) BracTb, rocnoacTeo; obnagaHue
to be in the grasp of the enemy - GbITb BO BnacTu Bpara
if he comes into my grasp - ecrnv oH nonagéTcs MHe B PYKU
2. cnocobHOCTb BLICTPOro BOCNPUATHS, NOHMMAHWNE, CXBaTbiBaHME
to have a thorough grasp of a subject - ocHoBaTenbHO yCBOUTL NpeameT
mental grasp - npoHMUaTensLHOCT
3. pykosaTka
4. wenka npuknaga
5. mex. 3axwum (Oelicmeue)
6. xBaT (2umMHacmuka)
combined [cross, reverse] grasp - CMeLuaHHbIV [CKPECTHBIN, 0OpaTHbIA XBaT
¢ beyond one's grasp - a) BHe npegenos gocsaraemocTy; the toy is on the top shelf, beyond the baby's grasp - urpyLika nexumr Ha
BEpXHeW norke, pebéHky eé He gocTaTtb /pebEHOK A0 HEE He JOTAHETCsY; 0) Bbille Ybero-ri. MOHUMaHUS
ready to one's grasp, within one's grasp - a) Tak 611M3KO OT KOro-I., YTO MOXHO PYKOW [JOCTaTh; B Mpeaenax gocsraemoctu; 6) B
Yben-n. BnacTy, B npegenax Ybux-n. BO3MOXHocTel; to have success within one's grasp - 6biTb ONM3kMM K ycnexy ; B) AOCTYMHBIN
YbeMYy-M. MOHUMaHUIO
to slip from /out of/ one's grasp - a) ycKonb3HyTb OT KOro-f.; 0) cTaTb HEAOCTYNHBIM AF1S KOro-ri.
2. [gra:sp] v
1. cxBaTbIBaTb, 3aXBaTbiBaTh, CKMMaTb, 3AXUMaTb (8 pyKe)
to grasp a branch of a tree [a flag] - kpenko gepxaTb BeTKy AepeBa [3HaMs]
to grasp smb.'s arm - cxBaTuTb KOro-n. 3a pyKy
2. 1) (at) xBaTaTbCA (3@ YmMo-/. ); yXBaTUTBLCA (3@ YmMoO-/1. ); AenaTb NOnbITKy CXBaTUTb (YMo-/1. )
the baby grasped at the rattle dangling in front of him - pe6éHok xBaTancsi 3a norpemyLLKy , BUCSILLYIO Nepen HAM
2) (at, for) xBaTaTbCs, yXBaTUTLCA
to grasp (at) the opportunity - yxBatuTbCcs 3a 3Ty BO3MOXHOCTb
to grasp for any chance - xBaTatbce 3a MOy BO3MOXHOCTb
to grasp at a proposal - yxBaTuTbCS 32 NpeaioxeHne
3) Kpenko gepxartbca (3@ Ymo-i.)
she grasped the post with her hands for fear of falling - 6osicb ynactb, oHa Kpenko gepkanacb 3a cTonbd obenmm pykamm
3. oxBaTUTb YMOM, MOHATb, MOCTUYL; YCBOWUTL; OCO3HAaTL; B3ATb B TOMK
to grasp an argument - NOHATbL OBOA
to grasp the importance of smth. - oco3HaTb BaXXHOCTb Yero-n.
they couldn't grasp the fact that ... - oH1 He mornu B3ATb B TOSK, YTO ...
| can't grasp your meaning - He NoHMMalo, YTO Bbl XOTUTE CKa3aTb
¢ to grasp the shadow and let go the substance - B noroHe 3a HepeanbHbIM YNyCTUTb pearnbHOoe
to grasp the nettle - cmeno 6paTbcs 3a TpyaHoe aeno
to grasp at a straw - xBaTtaTbCs 3a CONTOMUHKY
grasp all, lose all - nocn. = 3a oByMs 3anuamu NOrOHWLLLCS, HU OAHOIO He NorMMaellb

grasp Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
grasp [grasp grasps grasped grasping] verb, noun BrE [gral'sp  NAmE
[oreesp]
verb
1. ~ sb/sth to take a firm hold of sb/sth
Syn: tgrip
* He grasped my hand and shook it warmly.
» Kay grasped him by the wrist.
2. to understand sth completely
» ~ sth They failed to grasp the importance of his words.
* ~ how, why, etc... She was unable to grasp how to do it.
» ~ that... It took him some time to grasp that he was now a public figure.
3. ~ a chance/an opportunity to take an opportunity without hesitating and use it
* | grasped the opportunity to work abroad.
more at clutch/grasp at straws at tstraw



Verb forms: _serb formes

presant simple
1 you J we ey grasp
BE /orasn/
MAME forassp)
b fshe it O EEpE
BrE forososy
MamE fgrasps,
past simpla, past participle |grasped
BrE fpro:splf
) HamE fgraespt’
-ing form grasping
BE /grasoa
MHAME foraesparn
Word Origin:
late Middle English: perhaps related to 'grope.
Synonyms:
hold

hold on « cling  clutch « grip ¢ grasp * clasp * hang on
These words all mean to have sb/sth in your hands or arms.
hold + to have sb/sth in your hand or arms: = She was holding a large box. <= | held the baby gently in my arms.
hold on (to sbisth) < to continue to hold sb/sth; to put your hand on sb/sth and not take your hand away: = Hold on and don't let
go until I say so.
cling « to hold on to sb/sth tightly, especially with your whole body: = Survivors= clung to = pieces of floating debris.
clutch ¢ to hold sh/sth tightly, especially in your hand; to take hold of sth suddenly: = She stood there, the flowers still clutched in
her hand. <= He felt himself slipping and = clutched at = a branch.
grip * to hold on to sth very tightly with your hand: = Grip the rope as tightly as you can.
grasp ° to take hold of sth firmly: = He grasped my hand and shook it warmly.

The object of grasp is often sb's or .

clasp * ( ) to hold sb/sth tightly in your hand or in your arms: = They clasped hands = (= held each other's hands) =. <= She
clasped the children in her arms.

The object of clasp is often your , sb else's or another person.

hang on (to sth) « to hold on to sth very tightly, especially in order to support yourself or stop yourself from falling: = Hang on
tight. We're offl

to hold/clutch/grip/clasp sth in your hand/hands

to hold/catch/clasp sb/sth in your arms

to hold/clutch/grip/grasp/clasp/hang on to sth

to hold/cling/hang on

to hold/clutch/clasp sb/sth to you

to hold/hold on to/cling to/clutch/grip/grasp/clasp/hang on to sb/sth tightly

to hold/hold on to/cling to/clutch/grip/grasp/clasp sb/sth firmly

to hold/hold on to/clutch/grip/clasp/hang on to sb/sth tight

Synonyms:
understand

see ¢ get ¢ follow ¢ grasp * comprehend
These words all mean to know or realize sth, for example why sth happens, how sth works or what sth means.
understand  to know or realize the meaning of words, a language, what sb says, etc; to know or realize how or why sth
happens, how it works or why it is important: = | don't understand the instructions. <= Doctors still don't understand much about
the disease.
see * to understand what is happening, what sb is saying, how sth works or how important sth is: = ‘It opens like this.” * Oh, = |
see ».’ O Oh yes, = | see what you mean =.
get - ( ) to understand a joke, what sb is trying to tell you, or a situation that they are trying to describe: = She didn't get
the joke. <= | don't get you.
follow * to understand an explanation, a story or the meaning of sth: = Sorry— | don't quite follow. <= The plot is almost
impossible to follow.
grasp ° to come to understand a fact, an idea or how to do sth: = They failed to grasp the importance of his words.
understand or grasp?
You can use understand or grasp for the action of realizing the meaning or importance of sth for the first time: = It's a difficult
concept for children to understand/grasp. Only understand can be used to talk about languages, words or writing: | don't grasp
French/the instructions.
comprehend - (often used in negative statements) ( ) to understand a fact, idea or reason: = The concept of infinity is almost
impossible for the human mind to comprehend.
to understand/see/get/follow/grasp/comprehend what/why/how...
to understand/see/grasp/comprehend that...
to understand/see/get/grasp the point/idea (of sth)
to be easyl/difficult/hard to understand/see/follow/grasp/comprehend
to fully understand/see/grasp/comprehend sth



Example Bank:
* He had not fully grasped the fact that he was the one who would pay for all this.

* He was quick to grasp the basic principles.
* Her hands were grasping at his coat.
* | hadn't really grasped what they were talking about.
* She failed to grasp the significance of these facts.
» She grasped him tightly by the wrist.
» She grasped hold of the banister to support herself.
» Some of these concepts are very difficult to grasp.
* a means by which students can more easily grasp the basics of science
* By this time, engineers understood/had grasped the basic principles of aerodynamics.
* He grasped the pan by its handle.
* It's a difficult concept for children to understand/grasp.
Idiom: 'grasp the nettle

Derived tgrasp at something

noun usually singular
1. a firm hold of sb/sth or control oversb/sth
Syn: tgrip
* | grabbed him, but he slipped from my grasp.
* She felt a firm grasp on her arm.
* Don't let the situation escape from your grasp.
» As soon as he relaxed his grasp on the rope, it was pulled out of his hands.
* As the drugs took hold, her grasp of reality began to slip slowly away.
2. a person's understanding of a subject or of difficult facts
* He has a good grasp of German grammar.
* These complex formulae are beyond the grasp of the average pupil.
3. the ability to get or achieve sth
» Success was within her grasp .

Word Origin:
late Middle English: perhaps related to *grope.

Example Bank:
* He kept the letter firmly in his grasp.

* He slipped out of our grasp.

« Just when victory seemed within grasp, the referee blew his whistle.

* She felt a firm grasp on her hand.

» She kicked the gun out of his grasp.

» She wrenched the bottle from his grasp.

* The key was on a high shelf, just beyond her grasp.

* The robber tried to free the case from her grasp.

» The task was beyond the intellectual grasp of some of the students.

* These ideas are all beyond his grasp.

* We have no intuitive grasp of the immensity of time.

» Working with native speakers helped me get a good grasp of the language.

* a poor grasp of mathematics

* Don't let the situation escape from your grasp.

* He had a limited grasp of the wider political issues.

» Make sure you have a good grasp of the facts before attempting to argue your case.
* She has an excellent grasp of English grammar.

» Such complicated instructions are beyond the grasp of most of our students.

* The company continues to maintain its grasp on the business computer market.

grasp Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
I. grasp' /gralisp$ greesp/ BrE =~ AmE ~ verb [transitive]
1. to take and hold something firmly SYN grip:
° I grasped his arm firmly and led him away.
°  Alan grasped the handle and pulled it.
2. [not in progressive] to completely understand a fact or an idea, especially a complicated one:
At that time, we did not fully grasp the significance of what had happened.
Some people find the idea of relativity difficult to grasp.
grasp what/how etc
A short opening paragraph enables the reader to quickly grasp what the article is about.
grasp that
° Nick had grasped that something was wrong.
3. grasp an opportunity to eagerly and quickly use an opportunity to do something:



-

She is ready to grasp any opportunity to expand the business.
4. grasp the nettle British English to deal with an unpleasant situation firmly and without delay:
° We need to grasp the nettle of prison reform.
grasp at something phrasal verb
to try to hold on to something:
His foot slipped and he grasped at the top of the wall.
Il. grasp2 BrE = AmE = noun [singular]
1. the way you hold something or your ability to hold it SYN grip:
° Luke took her arm in a firm grasp and led her through the gate.
He had allowed the ball to slip from his grasp.
2. your ability to understand a complicated idea, situation, or subject SYN understanding
grasp of
° Her grasp of the issues was impressive.
a good/firm/thorough etc grasp of something
°  Steve has a good grasp of the European legal system.
grasp on
After two months, his grasp on the subject was improving.
3. your ability to achieve or gain something
within sb’s grasp
°  An agreement to end the war seemed within their grasp.
beyond sb’s grasp
* Many families are finding suitable housing beyond their grasp.
4. iterary control or power:
°  Theking was determined not to let Scotland slip from his grasp.
THESAURUS
= knowledge the facts and information that you have learned, and the understanding you have gained: Our knowledge of other
cultures and societies has improved. | scientific knowledge
= expertise special knowledge about how to do something, that you get through experience, training, or study: The technical
expertise was providedby a Japanese company. | They need people with medical expertise.
= know-how practical knowledge about how to do something: Business leaders often lack the local know-how to tackle problems
in specific countries. | financial know-how
= wisdom good sense and judgment, based on knowledge and experience: the wisdom of the older family members | It's a matter
of common wisdom that newspapers cannot be trusted.
= grasp how much you know about a situation or subject, and how well you understand it: He’s been praised for his grasp of the
country’s economic problems. | She has a good grasp of the language.
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