awkward Apresyan (En-Ru)
[">:kwad] a
1. HEYKMOXMIN, HENOBKWUIA, HECKNaaHbIN
awkward gait - Heykntoxxas noxoaka
he is still an awkward skater - oH eLLé NNoOXo AepXnTcsa Ha nbay
to be awkward in one's speech [in one's movements] - ¢ Tpyaom roeopuTh [ABUraThCs]
to be awkward with one's hands - He 3HaTb, Kyga geBaTb pyku
the child is still awkward with a spoon and fork - pe6&Hok eLLé nnoxo cnpaBnNAeTCs C NOXKOW N BUIKON
2. 1) HeyOoOHbIN
awkward door [handle, step] - HeygobHasi ABepb [pydka, CTyneHbKa]
the machine is awkward to handle - Ha 3ToI MalwnHe TpyAHO paboTaTb
2) HENOBKMI, HeYAO6HLIN; 3aTPYAHUTENbHbIN
awkward situation - 3aTpyaHUTENbLHOE U/TU HENOBKOE MOSTOXEHNe
awkward question - WeKkoTNnBbIA BONPOC
awkward time - Heyno6Hoe Bpems
awkward pause - HernoBkoe MoJsiyaHue
to feel awkward with smb. - yyBcTBOBaTbH CEOS1 HEMOBKO C KEM-II.
3. pase. onacHbIN; TPYAHbIV (Y4acmo o 4yesiogeke)
awkward blow - onacHbI yaap
awkward customer - a) onacHbIvi TUM; 6) onacHasa TBapb (0 cobake u m. .)
an awkward corner to turn - onacHbIn NOBOPOT
don't be awkward, we haveto get this finished by 5 o'clock - He BbligymMbIBal /He kanpuaHmuyaw/, 3Ty paboTy Mbl JOIMKHbI 3aKOHYUTb K
naTV Yacam
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awk-ward BrE [20kwadl~ NAmE [>0kwerdl  adjective
1. making you feel embarrassed
* There was an awkward silence.
« | felt awkward because they obviously wanted to be alone.
2. difficult to deal with
Syn: tdifficult
* Don't ask awkward questions.
* You've put me in an awkward position.
« an awkward customer (= a person who is difficult to deal with)
* Please don't be awkward about letting him come.
* |t makes things awkward for everyone when you behavelike that.
3. not convenient
Syn: tinconvenient
* Havel come at an awkward time?
4. difficult or dangerous because of its shape or design
* This box is very awkward for one person to carry.
* This tool will reach into awkward corners, such as under kitchen units.
5. not movingin an easy way; not comfortable
* He tried to dance, but he was too clumsy and awkward.
* | must haveslept in an awkward position— I'm aching all over.
Derived Words ‘tawkwardly = tawkwardness

Word Origin:
late Middle English (in the sense ‘the wrong way round, upside down’): from dialect awk ‘backwards, perversg clumsy’ (from Old

Norse afugr ‘turned the wrong way’ ) + t-ward.

Thesaurus:
awkward adj.
1.
» She is awkward with people she doesn't know.
uncomfortable ¢ - embarrassed ¢ ¢ self-conscious- ¢ sheepish °
awkward/uncomfortable/embarrassed/self-conscious/sheepish about sth
an awkward/uncomfortable/embarrassed silence
a/an embarrassed/self-conscious/sheepish smile
Awkward, uncomfortable or embarrassed? Embarrassed is used especially to describe how sb feels; uncomfortable can
describe a situation; awkward often describes sb's personality or usual behaviour
2,
* You've put me in an awkward position.
problematic - ¢ delicate ¢ * sensitive ¢ [informal tricky °
a/an awkward/problematic/delicate/sensitive/tricky matter/situation
a/an awkward/problematic/delicate/sensitive relationship
a/an awkward/delicate/sensitive/tricky question/subject/problem
3.
* Please don't be awkward about letting him come.



difficult - - perverse ¢ * obstructive * * uncooperative ¢ unhelpful
be awkward/difficult about sth
an awkward/a difficult customer
deliberately awkward/perversegobstructive

Example Bank:
* He always sounded awkward on the phone.

* He could make things very awkward for me if he wanted to.

* He was embarrassed, which made him awkward.

* | was the most socially awkward person you could imagine.

» She asked some rather awkward questions.

» She is awkward with people she doesn't know.

» They felt awkward about havingto leave so soon.

* Don't ask awkward questions.

* He can be an awkward customer.

* He was in an awkward situation and | thought he handled it very well.
* Please don't be awkward about letting him come.

» That's a bit awkward for me— could we make it earlier?

» There was an awkward moment when they asked about his wife.
* You've put me in an awkward position.

awkward Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
awk ‘ward S3 /> kwad$ ‘v kwerd BrE = AmE  adjective
[Date: 1500-1600C; Origin: awk 'furned the wrong way' (15-17 centuries) (from Old Norse 6fugr) + -ward]
1. making you feel embarrassed so that you are not sure what to do or say SYN difficult:
1 hoped he would stop asking awkward questions.

"

There was an awkward moment when she didn’'t know whether to shake his hand or kiss his cheek.

"

an awkward silence

"

A laugh can help people overan awkward situation.
° Philip’s remarks put her in an awkward position (=made it difficult for her to know what to do).
2. not relaxed or comfortable:
She liked to dance but felt awkward if someone was watching her.
Geofflooked uneasy and awkward.
Make sure that the baby is not sleeping in an awkward position.
3. difficult to do, use, or deal with:
It'll be awkward getting cars in and out.
The new financial arrangements were awkward to manage.
A good carpenter can make a cupboard to fit the most awkward space.
She was afraid he was going to ask an awkward question.
4. not convenient:
I’'m sorry to call at such an awkward time but | won’t keep you a minute.
5. an awkward person is deliberately unhelpful SYN difficult
awkward about
The staff wanted to go home and they were getting awkward about a meeting starting so late.
an awkward customer (=person who is difficult and unhelpful)
—awkwardly adverb:
° ‘m very sorry about your sister,” he said awkwardly.
Vera smiled awkwardly.
—awkwardness noun [uncountable]:
He tried to smooth overthe awkwardness of the situation.
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