confess Apresyan (B-Ri)
[kan'fes] v
1. 1) npusHaBaTb
to confess a fault [a debt] - npuaHaTb ownbKy [gonr]
2) npusHaBaTbCs, CO3HaBaTbCSA
the prisoner refused to confess - 3aknto4Y€HHLIN HE CO3HaBarCcs
to confess that one has done smth. amiss - cosHaTbCsa B AypHOM NOCTYrMKe
| confess | was surprised to hear it - paza. npusHatochk, 5 6bin yaMBNEH, yCnbilae 3TO
2. uepk.
1) ucnoeepoBaTtb
2) ncnoeegoBaTbCA

confess Oxford Adwanced Learners Dictionary 8th .
con-fess [confess confesses confessed confessing| BrE [ken'fes]  NAmME
[kan'fes]
1. intransitive , transitive to admit, especially formally or to the police, that you hawe done sth wrong or illegl
« After hours of questioning , the suspect confessed.
» ~ to sth/to doing sth $ie confessed to the murder.
» ~ (that)... & confessed that he had stolen the money.
+ ~sthW persuaded her to confess her crime.
2. intransitie, transitie to admit sth that you feel ashamed or embarrassed about
« ~ sth 3ie was reluctant to confess her ignorance .
» ~ to sth/to doing sth | must confess to knowing nothing about computers.
» ~ (that)... | confess (that) | know nothing about computers.
* + speech ‘| know nothing about them,” he confessed.
- ~ yourself + adj. (formal) | confess myself bewildered by their explanation .
see also !self-confessed
3. intransitie, transitie ~ (sth) (to sb) (especially in the Rman Gtholic @urch ) to tell ®d or a priest about the bad thing you hawe
done so that you can say that you are sorry and be forgwen
4. transitie ~ sb (of a priest) to hear sb confess their !sins (= the bad thing they hawe done)
\érb forms : b forme

presant simple
1/ you | we fhey confess
B E fhan fes
MArE fen’ fes/
he | she & |cirfesses
BrE Mk “fesizf

MATE fan S5z
past simpla, past pam:q:lle.l:l:rﬁ?‘ssa'l
it - .Er'E.-'Jea.r;'é-sb'
M mE foen ' sty
-ing form confessing
B E fhan fesmy
[MurE Aen’ ey

Wrd Orign :
late Middle Edish : from Old French confesser, from Latin confessus, past participle of confiteri ‘acknowledge’ , from con-

(expressing intensie force) + fateri ‘declare , avow’ .

§nonyms :
admit
acknowledg ° recoqiize ¢ concede ° confess
These words all mean to agee, often unwillindy , that sth is true.
admit - to agee, often unwillindy , that sth is true: = It was a stupid thing to do, | admit.
acknowledge - (rather formal) to accept that sth exsts , is true or has happened. = $ie refuses to acknowleda the need for
reform.
recognize ° to admit or be aware that sth exsts oris true: = They recoqized the need to take the problem seriously.
concede - (rather formal) to admit, often unwillindy , that sth is true or lodcal : = ¢ was forced to concede (that) there midt be
difficulties.
admit or concede ?
Wen sb admits sth, they are usually ageeing that sth which is generally considered bad or wrong is true or has happened,
especially when it relates to their own actions. Wen sb concedes sth, they are usually accepting, unwillindy , that a particular
fact or statement is true or logcal .
confess ¢ (rather formal) to admit sth that you feel ashamed or embarrassed about: = $ie was reluctant to confess her imorance .
to admit/acknowledg /recoquize /concede/confess that...
to admit/confess to sth
to admit/concede/confess sth to sb
to admit/acknowledg@ /recoquize the truth
to admit/confess your mistakes/ignorance

Bample Bank :



* | must confess that | didn't have much faith in her ideas.

* 3ie confessed to me that she had known his true identity for some time.
* | must confess to knowing nothing about computers.

» They had confessed their sins and done their penance.

confess Longnan DOE 5th E. (B-B)

con'fess/ken'fes/ BrFE =~ AmE = verb [intransitie and transitive]
[Date: ; Language: ; Orign: 'to confess’
confess']

1. to admit, especially to the police, that you hawe done something wrong or ille@l = confession
confess to (doing something
°  Ewards confessed to being a spy for the K@®.
Occasionally people confess to crimes they hawen’t committed just to gt attention.
confess (that)
° My husband confessed he’d been havingan affair with a woman in his office.
Torture was used and Fian confessed.
2. to admit something that you feel embarrassed about = confession
confess (that)
*  Marsha confessed that she didn’t really know how to work the computer.
confess to (doing something
° H confessed to hainga secret admiration for his opponent.
I (haweto/must) confess (=used when admitting something you feel slightly embarrassed about)
° I must confess | don’t\sit my parents as often as | should.
REGISTER
In exeryday Hdish, people usually say admit rather than confess:
= | know it was him — he admitted it.
= | admit I'm not \ery good with money.

3. to tell a priest or ®d about the wrong thing you hawe done so that you can be forgen = confession:

k¢ knelt and confessed his sin.
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