describe Apresyan (En-Ru)
[dis’kralb] v
1. 1) onuceiBaTh, U3obOpaxaTb
to describe a person - onucatb Yenoeeka
to describe one's purposes - N3noXxnTb CBON HaMepeHns
to describe smb.'s views - oxapakTtepusoBaTtb YbW-11. B3rNA4bI
to describe smth. as good /to be good/ - onucaTth uU OXapakTepu3oBaTb YTO-S. C XOPOLLEN CTOPOHDI
he was described as being very clever - 0 HEM roBopunu, YTO OH OYEHb YMEH
2) onuceiBaTb
words cannot describe this scene - cnosa 6eccunbHbl onucaTb 3Ty CLUEHY
2. onuceblBaTh; BblYepunBaTb
to describe a circle - onucaTtb OKpy>KHOCTb
to describe a triangle - nocTponTb TPEYrosbHUK

describe Oxf ord Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
de-scribe [describe describes described describing] BrE [dr'skratb] ~ NAmME
[di'skratb] = verb
1. to say what sb/sth is like
+ ~ sb/sth (to/for sb) Can you describe him to me?
» The current political situation in Vietnam is described in chapter 8.
» ~ sb/sth as sth The man was described as tall and dark, and aged about 20.
« Jim was described by his colleagues as ‘unusual’.
* ~ how, what, etc... Describe how you did it.
* ~ (sb/sth) doing sth Several people described seeing strange lights in the sky.
2. ~ sth (f ormar technical) to make a movement which has a particular shape; to f orma particular shape
» The shark described a circle around the shoal of f ish
» The road describes a long loop around the town.
Derived Word ‘'describable
Verb f orms web forme

presant simple
1/ you | we fhey |desoribe
\BrE AQT shraiby’
|MAME fdi’ shrady
he / she /2 |descrites
:ErE for sk aibay
) ) ) ) J'Mﬂ-n'E Jdi " shratbz/
past simpla, past participle |describad
|BrE i “shraubdf
MamE fdr’ skratod/
-ing form |desoribing
|BE jchr sz

|MAME fdr shradim

Word Origin:
late Middle English: f rorhatin describere, f rorde- ‘down’ + scribere ‘write’.

Thesaurus:

describe verb T

» They described seeing strange lights in the sky.

» Can you describe him to me?

report « - tell < « portray * |f ormaiecount ¢ - relate * - depict
describe/portray/depict sb/sth as sth
describe/report/tell/recount/relate what/how...
describe/report/portray/recount/relate/depict events/a series of events
describe/report/recount/relate your adventures

Example Bank:
» He described brief Iwhat happened.

* He goes on to describe very vividlyhow Caesar was stabbed to death.
* He goes on to describe vividly how Lincoln was assassinated.

» Observers have described the situation in the country as ‘serious’.

* The shirt was variously described as ‘pink’, ‘salmon’ and ‘rose’.

» Theirdaily lives are described in detail.

* This process is f ullgescribed in section three of the book.

» Words cannot describe our f eelingat that moment.

describe Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
delscribe S2 W1 /d1'skraitb/ BrE =~ AmE =~ verb [transitive]
[Word Family: adjective: describable # tindescribable, 'nondescript, !descriptive; vertr tdescribe; noun: tdescription; advert
tdescriptively]



[Date: ; Language: ; Origin: 'to write]
1. to say what something or someone is like by giving details about them:
The police asked her to describe the man.
Another approach to the problem is described in Chapter 3.
describe somebody/something as (being/having)something
° Af tethe operation her condition was described as comf ortable.
The youth is described as being 18 to 19 years old.
describe how/why/what etc
It's dif f ictdtdescribe how | f eel.
describe somebody/something to somebody
So describe this new boyf rientb me!
describe doing something
° He described f indingis mother lying on the f loor.
2. describe a circle/an arc etc formal to make a movementwhich f ormghe shape of a circle etc:
Her hand described a circle in the air.
THESAURUS
= describe to talk or write about a person, place, eventetc, in orderto show what they are like: Could you try and describe the
man you saw? | In her book, she describes her journey across the Sahara. | Police described the attack as particularly violent.
= tell somebody about somebody/something to describe someone or something to someone. This phrase is more commonly
used than describe in everyday spoken English: So, tell me about your holiday! | My f riendsave told me all about you!
= depict formal to describe someone or something in a piece of writing: His stories depict lif @ Trinidad as seen through the
eyes of a young boy. | In this new biography she is depicted as a lonely and unhappy woman.
= portray/represent formal to describe someone or something in a particular way: College teachers are of terepresented on
television shows as slightly eccentric. | The magazine has been criticized f dhe way it portrays women. | The treatment has been
portrayed as a painless way of curing cancer, which is simply not true. | Police have represented her as a willing participant in the
crimes.
= characterize somebody/something as something formal to describe someone or something by emphasizing one particular
quality or f eaturabout them: He characterized himself as ‘an averageAmerican’. | The successf uschools were characterized as
innovativeand creative.
= paint somebody/something as something to describe someone or something, especially in a way that makes people believe
something that is not true: Not all young people are as bad as they're painted in the press. | We won, yet the media is painting it
as a victory f aour opponents. | The woman was painted as havingonly a slight grasp of reality.
= paint a picture to describe a situation, so that people can get a general idea of what it is like: Can you paint a picture of lif @&
Japanf aus? | My uncle’s letters generally painted a rosy picture of how things were. | The report painted a bleak picture of the
management’s f ailures.
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