few Apresyan (En-Ru)
1. [fju:] n
1) HEMHOIME; HEe3HaYMTENbHOE KONMMYECTBO
few of the inhabitants were to be seen - TONbKO HEMHOIUX XUTENEN MOXHO ObINO YyBUAETH
2) Maro KTo; NOYTU HUKTO
few of them had travelled - mano kTo 13 HUX nyTelwecTBoOBan
there are very few of us - Hac o4eHb marno
there are very few of us who can remember - TOYTV HUKTO U3 HAC HE NOMHUT
a few (of) - a) HemHoro, He3HaunTenbHoe konnyecTBo; a few thought otherwise - HemHorve gymanu nHave
a good few, quite a few - 6GonbLuoe /nopsagoyHoe/ konuyecTso; there were a good few of them - nx 6bino Hemano; a good few of the
inhabitants - gobpasa nonosuHa HaceneHus Hxutene; not a few - MHoro, 6onbLLOEe KONMYECTBO; 6) HEKOTOPbIE HEKOTOPOE
konunyectBo; we shall only he a few - Hac 6ygeT HemHoro; | know a few of them - a1 3Hato0 koe-Koro u3 HMx
the few - a) MeHbLUMHCTBO; 6) «M36paHHbIE»
the thinking few - gymatowiee MeHbLIMHCTBO
the fortunate few - HemHorne cyacTnuBLbI
some few - He3HauUNTENbHOE YNCIO, HECKONBKO, HEMHOTO
¢ few know and fewer care - HeMHOrMe 3HaloT, @ TakuX, KTO XO4YeT 3HaThb, elé MeHblLle
in few - B HeCKOmnbKMX CrioBax, KpaTko
2. [fiju:] a
1) HEMHOrMe, HEMHOro, Maro
he has but few chances of success -y Hero mano LaHcoB Ha ycnex
with few exceptions - 3a pegknum ncknYeHnem
one of his few pleasures - 04HO 13 ero HEMHOINX y40BOMNbCTBUM
during the last few days [years] - 3a nocneaHne HECKOMbKO AHeN [neT]
few people are able to understand him - mano kTo cnocobeH NOHATL ero
every few hours [days, years] - Yepes Kaxable HECKOSbKO YacoB [aHen, net]
a few - Heckonbko
a few hours - Heckonbko Yacos
a few people were present - IpUCyTCTBOBaro BCEro HECKOIbKO YeroBek
| know a few people who ... - 9 3Hato noaen, KoTopsble ...
| have only a few pounds - y MeHs1 BCero TonbKO HECKOMbKO OyHTOB
the chairman said a few words - npeacegaTens ckasan HECKOSbKO CIoB
in a few minutes - Yepes3 HECKONbKO MUHYT, CKOPO, BCKOpE
he went away for a few days - oH yexan Ha HeCKOMbKO OHeW
I'd like a few more of these (berries) - nonoxure /gante/ MHe, noxanymncra, ewe (srog)
2) npeum. predic HEMHOTOYUCIEHHbIN
such occasions are few - Takme criyd4anm o4eHb peaku
his friends are few - y Hero mano gpy3sen
¢ few and far between - HeMHoOrouncneHHble n OTAENEHHbIE 6ONBLUMM MPOMEXYTKOM BPEMEHU USIU PACCTOSHNEM
our meetings are few and far between - mbl peko BcTpevaemcs
the trees were few and far between - gepeBbsi pocnu pefko

few Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
few [few fewer fewest] determiner, adjective, pronoun BrE [fiu]l”  NAmE [fju]”
determiner, adjective (fewer, few-est)
1. used with plural nouns and a plural verbto mean ‘not many’
* Few people understand the difference.
* There seem to be fewer tourists around this year.
* Very few students learn Latin now.
2. (usually a few) used with plural nouns and a plural verbto mean ‘a small number’, ‘some’
* We'vehad a few replies.
* | need a few things from the store.
* Quite a few people are going to arriveearly.
* | try to visit my parents every few weeks .

Word Origin:
Old English feawe, féawa, of Germanic origin; related to Old High German fao, from an Indo-Europeanroot shared by Latin paucus
and Greek pauros ‘small’.

Idioms: 'few and far between = thavehad a few = tquite a few

pronoun

1. not many people, things or places
* Very few of his books are worth reading.
* You can pass with as few as 25 points.
* (formal) Few will argue with this conclusion.

2. a few a small number of people, things or places; some
* | recognized a few of the other people.
* I'veseen most of his movies. Only a few are as good as his first one.
» Could you give me a few more details?



3. fewer not as many as

* Fewer than 20 students passed all the exams.

» There are no fewer than 100 differentspecies in the area. Look at the note at less.
4. the few used with a plural verbto mean ‘a small group of people’

» Real power belongs to the few.

» She was one of the chosen few (= the small group with special rights) .

Word Origin:
Old English feawe, féawa, of Germanic origin; related to Old High German fao, from an Indo-Europeanroot shared by Latin paucus
and Greek pauros ‘small’.

See also: 'good few

few Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
few S1 W1 /fijul BrE =~ AmE =~ determiner, pronoun, adjective (comparative fewer,
superlative fewest)
[Language: Old English; Origin: feawa]
1. [no comparative] a small number of things or people
a few
| haveto buy a few things at the supermarket.
Pam called to say she’s going to be a few minutes late.
There were a few people sitting at the back of the hall.
There are a few more things I'd like to discuss.
few of
° I'veread a few of her books.
| could suggest many different methods, but anyway, here are just a few.
There are only a very few (=not many) exceptions.
the last/next few
The office has been closed for the last few days.
every few days/weeks etc
° Theplants need to be watered every few days.
the/sb’s few days/weeks etc
She had enjoyed her few days in Monaco.
2. quite a few/a good few/not a few a fairly large number of things or people:
°  She must have cooked a good few dinners overthe years.
quite a few/a good few/not a few of
°  Therewere hundreds of protesters, not a few of whom were women.
3. not many or hardly any people or things OPP many:
°  low-paid jobs that few people want
Many people expressed concern, but few were willing to help.
The team that makes the fewest mistakes usually wins.
few of
: Very few of the staff come from the local area.
Mr Wingate was full of explanations, but precious few (=hardly any) of them made sense.
the few
The cathedral was one of the few buildings not destroyed in the war.
This hospital is one of the few that are equipped to providetransplant surgery.
sb’s few belongings/friends etc
| gathered together my few possessions.
4. no fewer than used to emphasize that a number is large:
| tried to contact him no fewer than ten times.
5. as few as 5/10 etc used to emphasize how surprisingly small a number is:
Sometimes as few as 20 out of 500 or more candidates succeed in passing all the tests.
6. to name/mention but a few used when you are mentioning only a small number of people or things as examples of a large
group:
°  This is a feature of languages such as Arabic, Spanish and Portuguese, to name but a few.
7. the (privileged /chosen) few the small number of people who are treated better than others and have special advantages:
°  Such information is made available only to the chosen few.
The needs of the many have been ignored — instead, the priority has been to bring benefits only to the few.
8. be few and far between to be rare:
Jobs are few and far between at the moment.
9. have had a few (too many) informal to have drunk too much alcohol:
He looks as if he’s had a few!
GRAMMAR
A few and few are used before plural nouns.
A few means 'a small number":
= It will take a few minutes.
Few means 'not many'. It emphasizes how small the number is. It is mainly used in writing or formal speech:



= Few people knew he was ill.
In conversation or informal writing, it is more usual to say not many:
= Not many people saw what happened.
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