speak Apresyan (En-Ru)
[spi:k] v (spoke; spoken)
1. 1) roBopuTb
the baby is learning to speak - pe6&Hok yuntcs rosopuTb
he can speak now - Tenepb OH MOXeT roBOPUTb
Smith speaking - rosoput Cmut, CMUT y TenedoHa
speaking! - (1) y TenedoHd; ato 5!
he spoke at last - HakoHeL OH 3aroBopun
did you speak, sir? - Bbl YTO-TOCKasanu, cap?
neither of us could speak - HUKTO N3 Hac He MOr BbIMONBUTL HX CroBa
she didn't speak a word - oHa He npopoHuna/He ckasana, He NPOM3Hecna, He NPoMonBUIa HU CroBa
speak the word! - Hy, roBopu xe!
for some moments not a word was spoken - HECKOMbKO MIHOBEHWUI LIapuro MosnyaHme
a word fitly spoken - crioBo, ckazaHHOe K MecTy
2) N3BACHATLCA, OOBACHATLCS, FOBOPUTL
to speak several languages - roBopuUTb Ha HECKOSBbKNX A3blKaX
to speak English - (ymeTb) roBOpuTb NO-aHIMIMNCKN, 3HATb aHIMUACKUIA SA3bIK
to speak through an interpreter - roBoputb Yepes nepesogynka
to speak by signs - 06BbACHATLCA XecTamu
the Japanese delegate spoke in English - asnoHckun npeacraBuTenb rOBOPUI NO-aHMIUNCKA
3) (of) ynomuHaTh
to speak of - (06bIKH. ¢ ompuyaHueM) 3acny>xmBaTtb YrOMUHAHWSA
she has hardly any voice to speak of - 0 eé ronoce He CTOUT 1 FOBOPUTL, Y HEE NOYTU HET rofoca
it is nothing to speak of - a) 06 3TOM He CTOUT U TOBOPUTL, ATO HE MMEET 3Ha4YeHNs; 6) HNYEero CTosALLEero /3acnyxvearoLero
BHMMaHWs, CepbE3HOro/; B) MNyCTsK, Marioe KONM4ecTBo
not to speak of - He roBops yxe o
| cannot afford a silver watch, not to speak of a gold one - y MeHsi HeT aeHer Ha cepebpsiHble Yachkl, HE TOBOPSH YXXe O 3050TbIX
the gentleman spoken of - fxeHTNbMeH, 0 KOTOpoM MAET /wna/ peyb
her late husband was neverspoken about in her presence - B €é NpucyTCTBMM HUKOrA4a He YNOMUHaNM /He rosopun 0 €€ NOKOMHOM
My>Ke
2. 1) pasroBapuBaTb
| know him to speak to - a) g 3Hat ero 4OCTaToO4HO, YTOOLI MOrOBOPUTL /3aroBOPUTE € HUM; 6) Y MEHS C HUM LLUANOYHOE 3HAKOMCTBO
we had spoken with them before - Mbl y>xe paHbLle ¢ HUMK neperoBopunu/pasrosapusan
they didn't speak for a fortnight - oHn He pasroBapvBanu apyr ¢ Apyrom ABe Hegenu
she spoke with him for an hour - oHa nporoBopwuna c HUM Lenbir Yac
don't speak until you are spoken to - He 3aroBapuBaw, noka k Tebe He obpaTtaTcs
2) (to) noroBopuTh, NEPEroBopuUThL (C Kem-1. ); 06paTUTLCAK KOMY-I1. C YNPEKOM, Npocboon u m. .
I'll speak to him about it - 5 ¢ HUM 06 3TOM NOroBopto
3) (to) BbiroBapuBaTh KOMy-11.
3. Npon3HOCUTL
to speak through the nose - roBoputb B HOC
the actor speaks his part well - akTép XOpoLLO NOJAET TEKCT POnu
how she spoke the word! - kak oHa npon3Hecna aTo cnoBo!, kak OHa 3TO cka3anal
| can hardly speak these words - 4 ¢ Tpyaom Mory BbIrOBOPUTb 3TW CroBa
4. BblpaxaTtbcs
to speak plainly - nonpocty rosops
as they speak - kak rosoputcs
so to speak - Tak ckasaTb; €Cn MOXHO Tak BbIpa3nTbCS
broadly [generally] speaking - BooGLe roBopsi, B 00LeM
metaphorically speaking - Bblpaxasicb MmeTaopu4ecku
properly speaking - a) no cytu gena, co6cTBEHHO roBops; 6) ecnu Ha3bIBaTb BELLM CBOMMU MMEHAMM
strictly speaking - cTporo rosops
honestly speaking - yecTtHO roBops
legally speaking - ¢ lopyAMYECKOW TOYKN 3pEeHNs
he speaks with clarity - oH BblpaxaeTcs scHO
5. (mx. speak out, speak up)
1) BbICKa3bIBaTbCS, BbipaXaTb MHEHUE; BbICTYNaTb
to speak at a meeting [at a discussion] - BbICTYNuTb Ha cobpaHum [Ha anckyccmm |
to speak in public - BeicTynatb ny6nnyHo
to speak to an audience - obpaTnTbCAC peybto kK cobpasLLMMCS
to speak up for truth and justice - nogHATL ronoc B 3a WKTY UCTUHbI U CNpaBeaIMBOCTH
to speak definitely - Bbicka3aTbca cO BCeWn onpeaen&HHOCTbIO
to speak against smb., smth. - Bbicka3sbiBaTbCs /BO3paxaTb, BbICTyNaTb C BO3paxeHnem/ npoTuB KOro-I., Yero-n.
| ask to speak - npowy cnosa
since | am speaking - NOCKOrbKy MHe MpefoCcTaBneHo CloBO
he spoke to the club on gardening - oH nponsHéc B knybe peyb 0 cagoBOACTBE
to speak to a point - BbICTYnWTb /BbiCKa3zaTbCA/ NO KakOMy-I1. MYHKTY /MO KakoMy-i1. Bonpocy/
speak to the point! - rosopute no cywecTay !
this was a measure against which he had spoken vigorously - kak pa3 NpoT1B 3TON Mepbl OH 3HEPrMYHO BbICTYNarn



he spoke to the same effect - oH BbiCka3ancs B TOM e CMbIcre
the law [the book] speaks to the same effect - B 3akoHe [B kHUre] roBopuTCSA O TOM Xe
2) BblpaxaTb, BbiCKa3blBaTb
to speak (out) one's mind - BbiCKkazaTbCA OTKPOBEHHO;, OTKPbITO BbiCKa3blBaTb CBOE MHEHME
to speak the truth (aloud) - roBopuTb NpaBay (BCnyx)
to speak one's thoughts (aloud) - BbickasblBaTb CBOM MbICIN (BCITYX )
he speaks persuasively - oH y6eanTenbHO BbiCKa3biBaET CBOKO TOYKY 3peHUs
the portrait speaks - nopTpeToyeHb BblpasuTeneH OH Ha NOpTPeTEKaK XUBOW
3) (for) BbipaxaTb Yb€-1. MHEHWE; TOBOPUTb BMECTO U/IU OT UMEHMU KOTO-11.
to speak for smb. - roBoputb 3a /BMeCTO/ KOro-.; NpeacTaBnsiTb KOro-f., BblpaxaTtb Yb€-1. MHEHME [CM. mxX. 6]
he spoke for the whole group - oH BbICTynan oT nuua BCcewn rpynnbl
writers speak for their age - nucatenv BoeipaxatoT CBOE BpeMs
4) (to) napn. penatb 3asiBNeHUE (M0 KakoMy-/l. 80rpocy)
he spoke to this question for some time - oH caenan npocTpaHHoe 3asBfeHNE N0 3TOMY NOBOAY
to speak to an objection - BLICTYN!TbL C OTBETOMHa BO3paXeHue
6. (for) Bbicka3biBaTbCH B NONb3y (Ye20-/1. )
to speak for smb. - BbickazaTbCs B 3aLLMTY KOro-I.; = 3aMOfBUTb CFIOBEYKO 3a KOro-n. [cM. mx. 5, 3)]
certain MPs spoke for cuts in the war budget - HekoTOpble UneHbl TapnameHTaBbICKa3anMch 3a COKpalleHne BOEHHOro Gromketa
the company's quarterly returns speak for themselves - kBapTanbHbI OTYET KOMMNAHMM FOBOPUT cam 3a cebs
7. (of) oT3bIBaTBHCS, XapakTepnsoBaTtb
to speak well [ill] of smb. - xopowwo [AypHO] OT3bIBaTLCS O KOM-T1.
to speak kindly of smb. - roBOpnTb O KOM-. C HEXXHOCTbHO
to speak evil of smb. - pacnpocTpaHsaTb 0 KOM-M. FTHYCHbIE CIyXW
8. (mx. for, to, of)
1) cBugeTenbcTBOBaTh (0 YEM-/1. ), CYXUTb CBUAETENLCTBOM (YE20-71. ), TOBOPUTHL (0 YéM-1.)
to speak volumes for smth. - y6egnTenbsHo cBMOETENLCTBOBATL O YEM-II.
everything in the house speaks of refined taste - BCé B Jome roBopuT 0 XopoLlem BKyce
his services speak for him - ero 3acnyru roBopsiT 3a Hero /B ero nonb3y/
actions speak louder than words - gena /noctynku/ ydoeauTtensHee croB
the fact speaks for itself - a) aToT dpakTroBoput cam 3a cebs /He TpebyeT kommeHTapuer/; 6) 3To oueBUAHbIV hakT
his countenance spoke regret - Ha nuue ero BbIPa3nNOCh coXxareHue
his manners speak well of his upbringing - ero maHepbl CBUAETENLCTBYIOT O XOPOLLUEM BOCMUTaHUU
2) noaTBepxaaTh, CNYXUTb NOATBEPXKAEHWNEM UIU [OKA3aTENbCTBOM, FOBOPUTL B NOMb3y (Yeeo-/1. )
to speak to the truth of the statement - noagTBepaAnTL NPaBUNBHOCTL JAHHOIO 3a8BMNEHWS /AaHHOIO yTBEPXKAEHUS/
9. BO3aencTeoBaTh
music speaks directly to the emotions - my3bika HenocpeaCcTBEHHO EeNCTBYET Ha YyBCTBa
nature speaks to us throughout senses - npupoaa Bo3genCTBYET Ha Hac Yepes OLLyLLIEHNA
10. (at) HamekaTb (Ha Ymo-s.)
to speak at smb. - HamekaTb Ha Koro-s.
he addressed his wife but he spoke at me - oH roBopwun ¢ »eHoW, HO crnoBa ero 6binv o6paLleHbl KO MHe /HO uMen B BUay MeHs/
don't speak at me, please! - Henb3sa nu 6e3 HamékoB?, roBopuTe NPsIMO!
11. (for) 3akasbiBaTh; TpeboBaTb
the goods are spoken for - ToBap 3akasaH
the boy spoke for the remaining piece of pie - Manbunk nonpocun gaTe emMy OCTaBLUMIACA KyCOK nupora
12. 3gopoBaTtbCs, NPUBETCTBOBATL
I must go and speak to the hostess - 5 gomkeH NONTU 1 NO340POBATLCS C XO3SMKOW
13. 1) rpoxoTaTh, rpemeTb (06 opydusx u m. .)
the guns spoke - 3aroBopwunu /3arpemenw nyLiKkn
the rifles have spoken - 3aTpeLLany BUHTOBOYHbIE BbICTPENbI
all at once the thunder spoke - Bapyr 3arpemen rpom
2) 3ByyaTb (0 My3bIKaribHbIX UHCMPYMEeHmax)
3) Bo3BeLaTb 3Bykamu
14. mop. oknukaTb Opyr apyra, oOMeHMBaTbCs curHanamm (o cydax)
we spoke a whaler on the fourth day at sea - Ha 4eTBEpThINAEHb NNaBaHUSA Mbl OOMEHSNNCE MPUBETCTBUSIMU C KNTOOOHBIM CyQHOM
15. oxom. nogaBaTbk ronoc (0 cobake)
¢ to speak like a book - a) roBopuTb kak Mo NnucaHomy; 6) rOBOPUTL OYEHb aBTOPUTETHO
to speak by the book - roBopuTb ¢ NonHbIM 3HaHWEM fena
to speak by ... - cyas no ...
to speak one's piece - amep. cn1. a) BbINOXUTb BCE; go ahead and speak your piece! - nasan Bbiknagpisain!; 6) )xanoBaTbCs; HbITb,
CKyNnuTb; B) caenaTb NpearioxXeHne pyku 1 cepaua

speak Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
speak [speak speaks sppke speaking spoken] BrE [spiu}" NAmME [spiu}" ‘
verb (spoke BrE [spauk] ; NAME [spouk]  spoken BrE ['spauken]  ; NAmME ['spouken] )

HAVE CONVERSATION
1. intransitive to talk to sb about sth; to have a conversation with sb
* ~ (to sb) (about sth/sb) I'vespoken to the manager about it.



* The President refused to speak to the waiting journalists.

+ ‘Can | speak to Susan? ‘Speaking.” (= at the beginning of a telephone conversation)
* ‘Do you know him?’ ‘Not to speak to.” (= only by sight)

* | saw her in the street but we didn't speak.

* (especially NAME) ~ (with sb) (about sth/sb) Can | speak with you for a minute?

USE VOICE
2. intransitive to use your voice to say sth
* He can't speak because of a throat infection.
* Please speak more slowly.
» Without speaking, she stood up and went out.
* He speaks with a strange accent.
» She has a beautiful speaking voice.

MENTION/DESCRIBE
3. intransitive ~ of/about sth/sb to mention or describe sth/sb
 She still speaks about him with great affection.
» Witnesses spoke of a great ball of flame.
» Speaking of travelling, (= referringback to a subject just mentioned) are you going anywhere exciting this year?
» The brochure speaks of beautiful secluded grounds.

A LANGUAGE

4. transitive (not used in the progressive tenses) ~ sth to be able to use a particular language
* to speak severallanguages
* to speak a little Urdu
* Do you speak English?

5. transitive, intransitive to use a particular language to express yourself
» ~ sth What language is it they're speaking?
» ~ in sth Would you preferit if we spoke in German?

-SPEAKING
6. (in adjectives) speaking the language mentioned
* French-speaking Canada
* non-English-speaking students

MAKE SPEECH
7. intransitive (+ adv./prep.) to make a speech to an audience

* to speak in public
* to speak on the radio
* to speak at a conference
» Professor Wilson was invited to speak about the results of his research.
» She spoke in favour of the new tax.
* He has a number of speaking engagements this week.

SAY/STATE
8. transitive ~ sth to say or state sth
» She was clearly speaking the truth .
* He spoke the final words of the play.

more at actions speak louder than words at taction ,, speak/talk of the devilat tdevil the facts speak for themselves at tfact,

speak/think ill of sb at il ,, speak/talk the same language at 'language, in a manner of speaking at tmanner, strictly speaking at

tstrictly | speak/talk out of turn at fturn

Idioms: generally/broadly/roughly/relatively speaking = no ... to speak of = 'on speaking terms = tso to speak = !speak foritself =
tspeak for myself = tspeak for yourself = tspeak ill of somebody = speak out of turn = tspeak volumes = tspeak your mind =

tspeaking = fspeaking as something
Derived fspeak for somebody = !speak of something = 'speak out = fspeak to somebody = speak up

Verb forms: b fres
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Word Origin:
Old English sprecan, later specan, of West Germanic origin; related to Dutch spreken and German sprechen.

Thesaurus:
speak
1.1
» Can | speak to Paddy?
talk « - chat + - discuss* - communicate ¢ * consult * - debate * [formal confer
speak/talk/chat/discuss sth/communicate/consult/debate/confer with sb
speak/talk to sb
speak/talk of sth
Speak or talk? Speak can suggest a more formal level of communication than talk. You talk to sb in order to be friendly or to
ask their advice. You speak to sb to try to achieve a particular goal or to tell them to do sth
* ‘What were you two talking about?’ ‘Oh, this and that.’
» Have you talked to your parents about the problems you're having?
* I'vespoken to Ed about it and he's promised not to let it happen again.
2.1
 Please speak more slowly.
talk - - say -
speak/talk/say sth to sb
speak/talk/say sth about sth
They were speaking/talking (in) French.
Speak or talk? If sb can't speak they are physically unable to speak because of iliness, disability or emotion. If you are talking
about a baby who has not learned to talk yet, use talk.
3.
» She speaks of him with great affection.
mention - ¢ refer to sb/sth ¢ |formal allude to sb/sth ¢
speak of/mention/refer to/allude to sb/sth as sth
sb is frequently/often spoken offmentioned/referredto/alluded to

Word Family:
speak verb

speaker noun
speech noun
spoken adjective (7 unspoken

Language Bank:
generally

Ways of saying ‘in general’
= Women generally = earn less than men.
Generally speaking =, jobs traditionally done by women are paid at a lower rate than those traditionally done by men.
In general =/ By and large =, women do not earn as much as men.
= Certain jobs, like nursing and cleaning, are still mainly = carried out by women.
= Senior management posts are predominantly = held by men.
» Most senior management posts tend to = be held by men.
= Women are, for the most part =, still paid less than men.
= Economic and social factors are, to a large extent =, responsible for women being concentrated in low-paid jobs.
Language Banks at !conclusion, fexcept, !similarly

Synonyms :
mention

referto sb/sth  speak ¢ cite » quote
These words all mean to write or speak about sb/sth, often in order to give an example or prove sth.
mention ¢ to write or speak about sth/sb, especially without givingmuch information: = Nobody mentioned anything to me about it.
refer to shisth « (rather formal) to mention or speak about sb/sth: = | promised not to referto the matter again.
speak ¢ to mention or describe sb/sth: = Witnesses = spoke of = a great ball of flame.
cite ¢ (formal) to mention sth as a reason or an example, or in order to support what you are saying: = He cited his heavy workload
as the reason for his breakdown.
quote * to mention an example of sth to support what you are saying: = Can you quote me an instance of when this happened?
cite or quote?
You can cite reasons or examples, but you can only quote examples: He quoted his heavy workload as the reason for his
breakdown. Cite is a more formal word than quote and is often used in more formal situations, for example in descriptions of legal
cases.
to mention/refer to/speak of/cite/quote sb/sth as sb/sth
to mention/refer to/cite/quote a(n) example /instance/case of sth
frequently/often mentioned/referredto/spoken of/cited/quoted
the example mentioned/referred to/cited/quoted above /earlier /previously

Synonyms:



talk

discuss * speak * communicate ¢ debate ¢ consult
These words all mean to share news, information, ideas or feelings with another person or other people, especially by talking with
them.
talk - to speak in order to give information, express feelings or share ideas: = \We talked on the phone for overan hour.
discuss- (rather formal) to talk and share ideas on a subject or problem with other people, especially in order to decide sth: =
Haveyou discussed the problem with anyone?
You cannot say ‘discuss about sth’: I'm not prepared to discuss about this on the phone.
speak * to talk to sb about sth; to havea conversation with sb: = I'vespoken to the manager about it. = ‘Can | speak to Susan?’
‘Speaking.’ = (= at the beginning of a telephone conversation)
talk or speak?
Speak can suggest a more formal level of communication than talk. You speak to sb about sth to try to achieve a particular goal
or to tell them to do sth. You talk to sb in order to be friendly or to ask their advice: = Have you talked to your parents about the
problems you're having? <= I'vespoken to Ed about it and he's promised not to let it happen again.
communicate « (rather formal) to exchange information or ideas with sb: = We only communicate by email. $= Dolphins use
sound to communicate with each other.
Communicate is often used when the speaker wants to draw attention to the means of communication used.
debate -« to discuss sth, especially formally, before making a decisionor finding a solution: = Politicians will be debating the bill
later this week.
consult * (rather formal) to discuss sth with sb in order to get their permission for sth, or to help you make a decision: = You
shouldn't have done it without consulting me.
to talk/discuss sth/speak/communicate/debate/consult with sb
to talk/speak to sb
to talk/speak to sb/consult sb about sth
to talk/speak of sth

Example Bank:
* Ed and Dave aren't speaking at the moment.

» Everyone should have the right to speak their mind.

* He lost his ability to speak.

* He nodded, not trusting himself to speak.

* He speaks German fluently.

* He speaks very warmly of you.

* He spoke out against mismanagement.

* He will be speaking to history students about the causes of war.
* | didn't get a chance to speak to him.

* | heard him speak at the debating society.

* | need to speak to Joseph about this matter.

* | speak for all my colleagues.

* | speak on behalf of many thousands of women.

* I'm speaking from experience, having been there often.

* No one had everdared speak to him like that before.

» She opened her mouth to speak and found she couldn't.

» She speaks on women's issues.

» She spoke eloquently about the need for action.

» She was invited to speak at a Harvardconference.

» She was so moved she could hardly speak.

» Speaking of Brett, why isn't he here?

» The ability to speak another language is a valued skill .

* The main character speaks directly into the camera.

* They had the courage to speak the truth.

» We are still on speaking terms after the argument.

» We spoke briefly on the phone.

» Would you preferit if we spoke in French?

* You must speak loudly and clearly on the stage.

* learning to speak a foreignlanguage

 ‘Can | speak to Susan?’ ‘Speaking.’

* ‘Do you know him?’ ‘Not to speak to.’.

* He can't speak because of a throat infection.

* He was so afraid of breaking down he couldn't trust himself to speak.
* I'vespoken to Ed about it and he's promised not to let it happen again.
* I'vespoken to the manager about it.

» She speaks several languages/a little Urdu/an unusual dialect.

» Speaking of travelling are you going anywhere exciting this year?
» What language are they speaking in?

speak Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
speak S1 W1 /spillk BrE ~ AmE = verb (past tense spoke /spauk $ spouk/, past
participle spoken /'spauken $ 'spou-/)



[Word Family: adjective: tunspeakable, speechless, toutspoken, 'spoken # tunspoken; noun: !speaker, 'speech; verh
tspeak; adverti tunspeakably]
[Language: ; Origin: ]
1. IN CONVERSATION [intransitive always + adverb/preposition] to talk to someone about something
speak to
| spoke to her last Wednesday.
‘Hello, may | speak to Jim Smith?’ ‘Yes, speaking’ (=used on the telephone).
I know her by sight, but not to speak to (=not well enough to talk to her).
speak to somebody about something
* I haven'tspoken to Steve about all this.
speak with especially American English:
They did not want to speak with reporters.
speak of
It was the first time she had everspoken of marriage.
2. SAY WORDS [intransitive] to use your voice to produce words:
* | was so shocked | couldn’t speak.
He spoke very softly (=quietly).
3. LANGUAGE [transitive not in progressive]to be able to talk in a particular language:
Do you speak English?
| don’t speak a word of French (=do not speak any French at all).
can/can’t speak something
°  Severalchildren in the class can’t speak English.
French-speaking/Italian-speaking etc
°  a German-speaking secretary
4. FORMAL SPEECH [intransitive] to make a formal speech
speak at
* Jones spoke at the teachers’ annual convention.
speak to
She asked me to speak to her students about my work in marketing.
speak in favourof/against
* Only one MP spoke against the bill. = !speaker(1)
5. EXPRESS IDEAS/OPINIONS [intransitive always + adverb/preposition] to say something that expresses your ideas or opinions
speak as a parent/teacher/democrat etc
*  He emphasized that he was speaking as a private citizen, not in any official capacity.
speak well/highly/ill of somebody (=say good or bad things about someone)
° Her co-workers spoke highly of her.
It's wrong to speak ill of the dead.
strictly /generally/roughly speaking (=used when expressing an idea that you think is exactly true, generally true etc)
°  Strictly speaking, it's my money, not yours. | earned it.
6. so to speak used when you are saying something in words that do not have their usual meaning:
° We haveto pull down the barriers, so to speak, of poverty.
7. speak your mind to tell people exactly what you think, evenif it offends them:
° He was a tough politician who wasn’t afraid to speak his mind.
8. be not speaking/not be on speaking terms if two people are not speaking, they do not talk to each other, usually because they
have argued:
° He was not on speaking terms with his brother or sisters.
9. speak volumes (about/for something) if something speaks volumes, it clearly shows the nature of something or the feelings of a
person:
° What you wear speaks volumes about you.
10. speak with one voice if a group of people speak with one voice, they all express the same opinion:
°  On this issue, the 12 organizations spoke with one voice.
11. speak the same language if two people or groups speak the same language, they have similar attitudes and opinions
12. speak out of turn to say something when you do not have the right or authority to say it
= actions speak louder than words at 'action’(13), = the facts speak for themselves at fact(8), = in a manner of
speaking at manner(5)
COLLOCATIONS (for Meaning 5)
Madverbs
- speak well /highly of somebody (=say good things about them) He always spoke very highly of Marge.
= speak ill of somebody (=say bad things about them) She neverspeaks ill of him.
= speaking personally Speaking personally, yes, this is a worry.
= strictly speaking Strictly speaking, the tomato is a fruit.
= generally speaking Generally speaking, the results have been good.
= roughly/broadly speaking These innovations are, roughly speaking, what this book is about.
- relatively speaking Relatively speaking, property there is still cheap.
Mphrases
- speak as a parent/teacher etc Speaking as a medical man, I'd advise you to take some exercise every day.

THESAURUS




Mto speak a language
= speak to be able to talk in a foreignlanguage: Do you speak German? | | learnt Spanish for years, but | still don’t speak it very
well.
= be fluent in something to be very good at speaking and understanding a foreign language, so that you can speak it almost as
well as your own language: Applicants should be fluent in Cantonese.
= get by to speak enough of a language to be able to buy things, ask for help etc: ‘What's your ltalian like?” ‘Not great, but | can
get by.’ | I'vejust bought a book called ‘Get by in Portuguese'.
= have /pick up a smattering of something to speak or learn to speak a small but useful amount of a language: While | was in
Bali, | picked up a smattering of Indonesian.
speak for phrasal verb
1. speak for somebody/something to express the feelings, thoughts, or beliefs of a person or group of people:
°  Dan, speaking for the students, started the meeting.
2. speak for yourself spoken used to tell someone that you do not have the same opinion as they do, or that something that is
true for them is not true for you:
‘We don’t want to go.” ‘Speak for yourself!’
3. be spoken for if something or someone is spoken for, they have already been promised to someone else:
°  They're all either married or spoken for.
4. speak for itself/themselves to show something very clearly:
°  Theresults speak for themselves.
speak of something phrasal verb
1. literary to show clearly that something happened or exists:
° Her skin spoke of warm summer days spent in the sun.
2. no ... to speak of (also none/nothing to speak of) very little of something or a very small thing:
° There’s been no rain to speak of for several months.
The house had no garden to speak of.
speak out phrasal verb
to publicly speak in protest about something, especially when protesting could be dangerous
speak out about/against
° Five students who had spoken out against the regime were arrested.
speak to phrasal verb
1. to talk to someone who has done something wrong and tell them not to do it again:
Joe was late again today. You'll haveto speak to him.
2. if something such as a poem, painting, or piece of music speaks to you, you like it because it expresses a particular meaning,
quality, or feeling to you:
° Modern art just doesn’t speak to me.
speak up phrasal verb
1. used to ask someone to speak louder:
Could you speak up, please?
2. to say something, especially to express your opinion:
°  Therewas a brief silence, then Gerald spoke up.
3. speak up for somebody to speak in support of someone:
* He s willing to speak up for the rights of women.
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