matter Apresyan (En-Ru)
1. ['maeta] n
1. BelLecTBO; MaTepman
radioactive matter - pagmMoakTMBHOE BELLECTBO
colouring matter - kpacsilLiee BeLLEeCTBO, KpacuTenb
grey matter - a) cepoe BeLLEeCTBO rofioBHOro Mo3ra; 6) pasa. ym
matter in suspension - BeLeCTBO, HaxoAsALEeecs BO B3BELLEHHOM COCTOSHUN
2. rHon
3. ¢punoc. matepus
the indestructibility of matter - HeyHMYTOXMMOCTL MaTepUK
victory of mind over matter - nobega gyxa Hag nnoTbo
4. 1) maTepwuan (codepxxawjulica 8 KHuU2e, cmambe U m. 1l.)
there is not much reading matter in this illustrated weekly - B aToM unnocTpupoBaHHOMeXeHeAenbHKe He Tak MHOro maTtepuarna
ONsA YTeHns
the book contains much useless matter - B kH1re MHoro 6ecnonesHoro matepuana/éecnonesHbix BeLlen/
2) cogepxanuve (kHueu u m. .)
form and matter - doopman cogepxarve
the matter in your article is interesting but the style is deplorable - cogepxxaHve Ballen cTtaTbu MIHTEPECHO, HO (POopMa N3NOXKEHUSA
HUKyda He roguTcs
3) cywHocTb, npeameT (0bcyxOeHus, Ouckyccuu, cydebHoz0 pa3bupamesnicmea)
matter of dispute - npeameT cnopa
to provide matter for discussion - gaTb TeMy ansa o6cyxaeHunst /pasroBopoB/; ABUTLCA TEMOM 06CyKaeHns /pa3roBopos/
the matter in hand - Bonpoc, koTopbIi 06cyxaaeTcs
5. 1) geno, Bonpoc
business matters - fena, genosblie BONPOCHI
a private matter - nu4yHoe geno, NU4YHbBIN BONpPOC
money matters - oeHexHble gena
small matter - nyctsiku
(it is) no laughing matter - (3T0) He WyTO4YHOE AEnO
that is (quite) another matter, that's another matter (altogether), that's a (very) different matter - ato (coBcem) apyroe geno
an easy matter - npocTtoe geno
it is no easy matter - 3T0 eno He NPOCTOE, 3TO HE NPOCTO
a matter of common knowledge - o6Len3BecTHas Bellb, 0OLLEN3BECTHbIN hakT
matter of conscience - geno coBecTtu
matter of form - a) Bonpoc dopmbl 6) hopMarnbHOCTb
matter of great importance - ouyeHb Ba)kHOe 4eno, OYeHb BaXXHbI BONPOC
matter of law - a) Bonpoc npaBa; 6) Tsxb6a, npouecc
matter of life and death - BOnpoc xn3Hu n cMepTu; XN3HEHHO BaXKHbIN BOMPOC
matter of opinion - cnopHkI BONpoOC
a matter of taste [habit] - geno Bkyca [npuBbIYKK]
in matters of religion - B BOnpocax penurnm
in all matters of education - Bo BCcém, 4TO kacaeTcsi 06pa3oBaHNs
it is simply a matter of time - 3To NpocTo BONPOC BpEMEHM
that was a matter of 40 years ago - 310 gena copokaneTHen 4aBHOCTU
we'll deal with this matter tomorrow - aTum genom mbl 3anMEmMcs 3aBTpa; Mbl PACCMOTPUM 3TOT BONPOC 3aBTpa
as matters stand - npu cywecTBytoLemM nonoxeHun (oen), B Co3gaBLUECs 06CTaHOBKE
let's see how matters stand - nocmoTpum, kak obcToAT Aena
that will only make matters worse - 370 TONbKO yXyawuT /ycyrybut/ nonoxexue [cm. mx. ¢ ]
2) (the matter) HenpunATHOE A€o, HEMPUATHOCTE TPYAHOCTb
what's the matter? - B uém geno?, yto cnyumnocb?
what is the matter with him? - yto ¢ HUM? [cmM. mx. O ]
is there anything the matter with him? - ¢ HUM 4TO-HMOYAL cny4mnock?
| don't know what is the matter with me - g He 3Hat0, 4YTO CO MHOM
what's the matter with your hand? - yto y T€64 C pykon?
nothing's the matter - Hu4ero He crnyumnock /He NpounsoLwno/
as if nothing was the matter - kak 6yaTo HUYero He cny4mnocb
there's nothing the matter with me, nothing's the matter with me - y mensa Bcé B nopsigke
6. (of, for) noBoa, NpnynHa, ocHoBaHWe
a matter of congratulation - noBoa ons no3gpasneHns
it is a matter for regret - 06 aTOM NpUXOANTCA CoOXaneTk; 3TO JOCTOMHO COXaneHus
there is no matter for complaint - HeT noBoga xanoeaTbcA
it's a matter of great concern to us - 370 Hac 04YeHb BOIHYET, 3TO NpUYMHa rIy6okoro 6ecnoKoNCcTBa ANs BCeX Hac
7. cobup. criey. NOYTOBbIE OTNPAaBMEHUS
first-class matter - amep. 3anevyataHHble NcbMa
second-class matter - amep. nepuognyeckue n3gaHus, Nocklraemble NOYTON
third-class matter - amep. nevaTHble N3gaHus, NOCbiNaeMble NOYTON
8. rop.
1) 3agBneHve, yTBEPXAEHME, TPebyloLLee [OKa3aTENbCTB
a matter in deed - chakT, noaTBEPKOAEHHDBIN LOKYMEHTANbHO

a
a
a
a
a
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2) CNOpPHbIN BONPOC, CNOPHbINA NYHKT; NpegMeT cnopa

9. nonuep.

1) pykonuce, opurnHan

2) Habop; Hane4aTaHHbIl HabpaHHbIV MaTepuan
¢ (it is, it makes) no matter - (3T0) HEe MMeET 3Ha4YeHUA
it made no matter to him that his brother lost all his money - emy 6bino 6e3pasnuyHo, 4To ero 6paT noTepsnBce AeHbMM
no matter! - Hu4ero! HesaxHo! BCE paBHO!
(it is) no such matter - Hu4ero nogo6Horo, HUYYTbL He 6biBano
what matter? - kakoe 310 MMeeT 3Ha4YeHne?
in the matter of studies - uTo KacaeTca 3aHsATUNI
a matter of - yTo-HMBYOb BpOAE, OKOMO
a matter of ten miles - paccTtosHVe NpUMepPHO B AeCATb MUIb
a matter of a few days - geno Heckonbkux gHewn
a matter of five pounds - Bonpoc naTn hyHTOB UM OKOSO TOro
for that matter, for the matter of that - a) B cywiHocTh, hakTuyecky, COGCTBEHHO roBOps, NO NpaBAe roBOpS, KOMM Ha TO NoLwno; 6)
YTO KacaeTCs 3TOro, B 3TOM OTHOLLEHUN
no matter what - HeCMOTPSA HY Ha YTO; YTO Bbl HK BbINO
no matter how [where] - kak [rge] 6bl HM 6bINO
to carry matters too far - 3anTu cnmwkom ganeko
to take matters easy - He BonHoBaTbCH, He obpallaTe BHUMAHUSA
to make matters worse he was late - 6onee Toro /B foBepLUeHne Bcero/, oH ewé v ono3gan [em. mx. 5, 1)]
not to mince matters - roBopuTb HanpsiMmk /6e3 0buHsKoB/
what is the matter with this [with him, with the book, with the idea]? - yuem aTo [OH, 3Ta KHUra, 3Ta ngesa] He NOAXOAUT?, Kakne 3To
[oH, aTa KHWra, aTa uaes] Bbl3biBaeT BO3PAXKEHNA?
what's the matter with trying to help him? - yto (3zecb) ocobeHHoro /Takoro, nnoxoro/, ecnv 9 NoNpoodyt NOMoYub emy? [cM. mx. 5,
2)]

2. ['maete] v

1. (vawe 8 ompuu. u sorp. NPednoXeHusIX) NMeTb 3HaYEHNE
not to matter - He nmeTb 3HaYeHNA
not to matter a bit /a hoot, a rap, a straw/ - He MeTb H1 ManenLero /pOBHO HNMKAKOro/ 3HaAYEeHWs
it doesn't matter if | miss my train, there's another one later - HeBaxxHO /He nMeeT 3HaveHus/, ecnu 5 ONo34aro Ha 3TOT Noe3A, No3xe
€eCcTb elé oaunH
it matters a good deal to me - ons MeHA 3TO OYEHb BaXXHO
it matters little - 3T0 He UMeeT BonbLIOro 3Ha4YEHUS
nothing else matters - Bc€ octanbHOe HE MeET 3Ha4YEeHNs
it doesn't matter - 3T0 He MeeT 3HaYeHNs:, STO HECYLLLECTBEHHO; HUYErO, HEBAXXHO
what does it matter? - kakoe 310 UMeeT 3HavYeHne?
what does it matter what | say? - passe mou crioBa MMeIOT XOTb Kakoe-HUOyab 3HayYeHne?
| shouldn't let what he says matter - 1 He o6pawan 6bl BHUMaAHWS Ha TO, YTO OH TOBOPUT

2. rHouTbCS
the cut got dirty and began to matter - B paHky nonana rpsisb, 1 oHa 3arHounacb

matter Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
mat-ter [matter matters mattered mattering] noun, verb BrE ['masta(r)] -

NAmME ['master]

noun

SUBJECT/SITUATION
1. countable a subject or situation that you must consider or deal with
Syn: laffair
¢ It's a private matter.
» They had important matters to discuss.
» She may need your help with some business matters.
* | always consulted him on matters of policy.
* |t's a matter for the police (= for them to deal with) .
» That's a matter for you to take up with your boss.
* Let's get on with the matter in hand (= what we need to deal with now) .
* | wasn't prepared to let the matter drop (= stop discussing it) .
* |t was no easy matter getting him to change his mind.
* It should have been a simple matter to check.
* (ironic) And then there's the little matter of the fifty pounds you owe me.
* (formal) It was a matter of some concern to most of those present (= something they were worried about) .
* | did not feel that we had got to the heart of the matter (= the most important part) .
* And that is the crux of the matter (= the most important thing about the situation) .
2. matters plural the present situation, or the situation that you are talking about
Syn: fthings
» Unfortunately, there is nothing we can do to improve matters.
« |'d forgotten the keys, which didn't help matters .
» Matters were made worse by a fire in the warehouse.



* And then, to make matters worse , his parents turned up.
* | decided to take matters into my own hands (= deal with the situation myself) .
» Matters came to a head (= the situation became very difficult) with his resignation.

PROBLEM
3. the matter singular used (to ask) if sb is upset, unhappy, etc. or if there is a problem

* What's the matter? Is there something wrong?
* |s anything the matter ?
» ~ with sbisth Is something the matter with Bob? He seems very down.
» There's something the matter with my eyes.
* ‘We'vebought a new TV.” ‘What was the matter with the old one?’
* What's the matter with you today (= why are you behavinglike this) ?
* What on earth was the matter with her, she wondered. She'd come here to enjoy herself and here she was, stuck on her own in the
hotel.

A MATTER OF STH/OF DOING STH
4. singular a situation that involvessth or depends on sth

Syn: 'question
* Learning to driveis all a matter of coordination.
* Planning a project is just a matter of working out the right order to do things in.
 That's not a problem. It's simply a matter of letting people know in time.
» Some people prefer the older version to the new one. It's a matter of taste .
» She resigned overa matter of principle .
» The governmentmust deal with this as a matter of urgency .
+ Just as a matter of interest (= because it is interesting, not because it is important) , how much did you pay forit?
* ‘| think this is the best so far.” ‘Well, that's a matter of opinion (= other people may think differently) .

SUBSTANCE

5. uncountable (physics ) physical substance in general that everythingin the world consists of;, not mind or spirit
* to study the properties of matter

6. uncountable (formal) a substance or things of a particular sort
» Add plenty of organic matter to improve the soil.
* elimination of waste matter from the body
» She didn't approveof their choice of reading matter .
see also 'subject matter

more at fact of the matter is (that)... at fact, be no laughing matter at tlaughing

Word Origin:
Middle English: via Old French from Latin materia ‘timber, substance’, also ‘subject of discourse’, from mater ‘mother’.

Thesaurus:
matter noun
1.C
» We had important matters to discuss.
question ¢ * issue ¢ * concern * * subject *
a/an matter/question/issue relating to/concerning sth
a key/major/serious/general matter/question/issue/concern/subject
a/an political/moral/technical matter/question/issue/concern/subject
raise/deal with/address/tackle/discusdconsider/examine /explore /focus on a/an matter/question/issue/concern/subject
Matter or question? In many cases you can use either word. However, a matter is often sth practical, whereas a question
may be sth more philosophical.
2. sing. (especially spoken)
* What's the matter?
problem - « difficulty * « issue ¢ |disapprovingtrouble
the matter/a problem/a difficulty/an issue/trouble with sth

Example Bank:
* Do | haveany choice in the matter?

» Getting the effect you want is a matter of trial and error.
* He left, saying he had pressing matters to attend to.

* His articles deal with a wide range of subject matter.

* His lawyer advised him to drop the matter.

* | don't have much experience in these matters.

* | don't mind lizards, but snakes are a different matter.

* | don't really want to go into this matter now.

* | thought I'd better broach the matter with my boss.

* | wasn't sure how to approach the delicate matter of pay.
« |t didn't help matters that | had a terrible cold.

* It is no simple matter starting a new business.



* |t is then a simple matter to print off the data you have collected.

* It's a matter of concern to all of us.

* It's a relief to have the matter settled.

* Let me simplify matters by giving you my answer now.

* Let's concentrate on the matter in hand for now, and leave other issues till later.
* Police are treating the matter as a murder enquiry.

» She always arranges matters to suit herself.

 She refused to let the matter rest.

» She was a great source of knowledge on matters relating to nutrition.

» Speak to your manager if you need help on this matter.

* Theincident is definitely a matter for the police.

» The matter will be raised at our next meeting.

» The question of his innocence is a weighty matter for this court.

* The rest of the meeting was taken up by routine matters.

» The safety of his family was no laughing matter.

» They talk mostly about work and related matters.

* They'veagreed in theory, but now we need to discuss practical matters.
* To make matters worse, my friend then lost her keys.

* We discussed the matter of whether or not to hire a bus.

» composed entirely of organic matter

* ‘| think this is the best so far.” ‘Well, that's a matter of opinion.

» And that is the crux of the matter.

» And then there's the little matter of the fifty pounds you owe me.

* | did not feel that we had got to the heart of the matter.

| wasn't prepared to let the matter drop.

e It's a private matter.

 Just as a matter of interest, how much did you pay for it?

* Let's get on with the matter in hand.

» She didn't approveof their choice of reading matter.

» She resigned overa matter of principle.

» Some people preferthe older version to the newer one. It's a matter of taste.
» That's a matter for you to take up with your boss.

 That's not a problem. It's simply a matter of letting people know in time.
» The behaviourof matter can be quantified by measures such as weight.
* The governmentmust deal with this as a matter of urgency.

» The researchers found evidence of dark matter extending beyond the visible galaxies.
* The soil is rich in organic matter.

» There were small lumps of matter floating on the surface.

* the elimination of waste matter from the body

Idioms: ta differentmatter = tas a matter of fact = tfor that matter = fit's just a matter of time = matter of course = matter of
hours/minutes = matter of inches/metres = 'matter of life and death = 'matter of record = tno matter = no matter who/what/where

verbintransitive, transitive (not used in the progressive tenses)
to be important or have an important effect on sb/sth
 ~ (to sb) The children matter more to her than anything else in the world.
* ‘What did you say?’ ‘Oh, it doesn't matter’ (= it is not important enough to repeat) .’

* ‘I'm afraid | forgot that book again.” ‘It doesn't matter (= it is not important enough to worry about) .’

- What does it matter if | spent $100 on it— it's my money!
* As long as you're happy, that's all that matters .
* After his death, nothing seemed to matter any more.

* He's been in prison, you know— not that it matters (= that information does not affect my opinion of him) .

» ~ (to sb) who, what, etc... Does it really matter who did it?

* It doesn't matter to me what you do.

» ~ (to sb) that... It didn't matter that the weather was bad.
Verb forms: verh forms:

prasent simple !
11/ you / we frhey ratter |
! BeE / mateiry |
! NAmE /*mastar/ |
| he  she Jit matters !

BeE/ matez |

MAmE [ matarz/ |
| past simple, past participle | mattered |
BrE / mated) |
MAmE [ matard, |

Word Origin:

Middle English: via Old French from Latin materia ‘timber, substance’, also ‘subject of discourse’, from mater ‘mother’.



Example Bank:
* It didn't matter to her that he was blind.

* |t doesn't matter about the mess.

* |t doesn't matter one whit what their ethnic background is.
» She could find a job. It hardly mattered what.

» Somehow it didn't seem to matter much any more.

* These things matter a lot to young children.

matter Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)

I. matiter’ S1 W1 /'meete $ -0/ BrE =~ AmE ~ noun
[Date: ; Language: ; Origin: 'matter, substance' ‘mother]

1

. SUBJECT/SITUATION [countable] a subject or situation that you have to think about or deal with:
° Thereare important matters we need to discuss.
matter for
The legal arrangements for the sale are a matter for negotiation.
REGISTER
Matter is used especially in formal or official contexts. In everyday English, people usually use subject, or just say it:
= 've talked to him about the matter. = I'vetalked to him about it.

2. matters [plural] a situation that you are in or have been describing:

Maybe some of these suggestions will help to improve matters.
Matters can be more easily sorted out once you get to the resort.
His long absences didn’t help matters (=made the situation worse).
to make matters worse (=used to say that something makes a bad situation worse)
The team has lost the last two games and, to make matters worse, two of its best players are injured.
to complicate matters further (=used fo say that something makes a complicated situation more complicated)
° To complicate matters further, the law on this issue has been changed.

3. MATERIAL [uncountable]

a) the material that everythingin the universeis made of, including solids, liquids, and gases:

°  particles of matter
b) waste/solid/organic/vegetable etc matter a substance that consists of waste material, solid material etc
c) a yellow or white substance in wounds or next to your eye

4. as a matter of fact spoken used when adding more details about what you have just said:

‘Have you had many visitors yet?’ ‘No, as a matter of fact you're the first.’
| knew him when we were in college — as a matter of fact we were on the same course. = 'matter-of-fact

5. what’s the matter?/something’s the matter/nothing’s the matter etc spoken used to ask or talk about why someone seems
worried, unhappy, or ill, why something about a situation seems wrong, or why a machine seems not to be working properly:

8.

What's the matter? You look as though you’ve been crying.

‘Is something the matter?’ ‘Just a headache — I'll be fine in a minute.’

You look worried. Is there anything the matter?

What's the matter with Bill?

What's the matter with your eye? It looks red.

| know something’s the matter. You're frightened of something.

Nothing’s the matter, honestly, I'm fine.

There was nothing the matter with it (=it was all right) when | lent it to him.
She had something the matter with her back.

. the truth/fact of the matter is (that) spoken used when saying what you think is really true concerning a situation:

The truth of the matter is that we don’t know exactly how the disease is spread.

. for that matter used to say that what you are saying about one thing is also true about something else:

Ben nevertouched beer, or any kind of alcohol for that matter.
He’s an artist who has neverbeen as well-known here, or for that matter as well-respected, as he has been in the USA.
be (quite) a different matter (also be (quite) another matter) especially British English used to say that a situation or action

is very differentfrom the one you have just mentioned, and may not be as easy, pleasant etc:

9

She didn’t mind seeing him in a group but an intimate dinnerin a restaurant was another matter altogether.

. take matters into your own hands to deal with a problem yourself because other people have failed to deal with it:

Local people took matters into their own hands and hired their own security guards.

10. it’s only/just a matter of time used to say that something will definitely happen in the future:

It can only be a matter of time before someone is seriously injured.

11. a matter of life and/or death a situation that is extremely serious or important, especially one in which someone could die:

The quality of the ambulance service is a matter of life and death.
Can'tit wait? It's hardly a matter of life or death, is it?

12. be a matter of opinion used to say that people have different opinions about something, especially when you yourself have a
negative opinion:

Whether or not he is any good as a manager is a matter of opinion.

13. be a matter of (personal) taste/choice/preference used to say that different people like different things:

| can’t say which wine is best — it's a matter of personal taste.

14. be a matter of principle to be something that you feel you must or must not do, because of your moral principles:

She couldn’t take the money. It was a matter of principle.

15. be a matter of doing something used to say that an action involvesdoing something



be simply/largely/merely etc a matter of doing something
° Reducing the number of road deaths is not simply a matter of improving roads.
16. a matter of seconds/weeks/hours etc only a few seconds, weeks etc:
The ambulance arrivedin a matter of minutes.
The bullet missed his head by a matter of inches.
17. as a matter of something because of a particular belief or quality:
He invited her as a matter of courtesy.
As a matter of fairness, he should be allowed to give his version of events.
18. as a matter of interest British English spoken used when you ask or tell someone something that interests you but is not
important:
* Just as a matter of interest, which school did you go to?
19. as a matter of urgency if something is done or should be done as a matter of urgency, it is done or should be done very soon:
° That procedure should be streamlined as a matter of urgency.
20. as a matter of course/routine if something is done as a matter of course or routine, it is the correct and usual thing to do in a
particular situation:
We will contact your former employer as a matter of course.
21. no matter how/whether/what etc (also no matter the ...) used to say that something is true or that something happens
whateverthe situation is:
°  Feeding a baby is a messy job no matter how careful you are.
I’m determined to visit Japan no matter what it costs.
He visited her every day no matter the weather.
22. no matter what spoken used to say that you will definitely do something:
I'll call you tonight, no matter what.
23. no matter spoken formal or old-fashioned used to say that something is not important and will not affect a situation:
‘I'm afraid | forgot to bring a towel.” ‘No matter, I've got one you can borrow.’
24. it’s a matter of fact (that) used to say that something is a fact:
It's a matter of fact that the team have not performed as well this season.
25. the little/small matter of something spoken something that is not important or not difficult — used when you really think
something is important or difficult:
*  He seemed unworried by the small matter of the war that was in progress.
There’s the small matter of tonight’'s game if we are to reach the finals.
26. no matter that used to say that something is not important and will not affect a situation:
I would always be an outsider here — no matter that | spoke fluent Spanish.
27. reading/printed etc matter things that are written for people to read:
°  As well as textbooks and other printed matter, courses may include video and audio cassettes.
= 'grey matter, 'subject matter, = not mince matters at 'mince’(3), = mind over matter at 'mind*(43)
COLLOCATIONS
Madjectives
= a serious/important matter It is a very serious matter to mislead the police.
= an urgent matter (=something that needs to be dealt with quickly)
= a weighty matter (=an important matter) | was surprised that this weighty matter was decided so quickly.
= a small/trivial matter (=a matter that is not important) \Walking out oversuch a small matter may seem ridiculous.
= a simple/easy matter (=something that is easy to do) Putting together the bookcases is a fairly simple matter.
= a personal/private matter Ve neverspoke about personal matters.
= a financial /legal /religious etc matter This is a legal matter and should be discussed with a solicitor.
= a practical matter He wrote to him several times about practical matters to do with the house.
Mverbs
= discussthe matter She refused to discuss the matter.
- raise the matter (with somebody) (=discuss something with someone) If you need further training, raise the matter with your
manager.
= consider the matter (=think about something)
- settle/resolve the matter (=decide something) They are meeting tonight to settle the matter.
= pursue the matter (=keep discussing or asking about something) She decided not to pursue the matter, as it obviously
upset him.
- investigate the matter (=try to find out the truth about something) The police said they were investigating the matter.
= let the matter rest/drop (=stop discussing or worrying about something) | was too curious to let the matter drop.
Mphrases
= a matter of importance (=something important) He consulted her on all matters of importance.
= a matter of concern (=something that concerns people) Safety standards in the industry have become a matter of concern.
= a matter for debate /negotiation /discussion (=something to be debated/negotiated etc) How to solve the housing crisis is a
matter for debate.
= a matter for speculation/conjecture (=something people discuss and wonder about) His future had become a matter for
speculation.
- be a matter for somebody (to decide) (=be something that a particular person should decide) This is a matter for the judge.
= the matter at hand (a/so the matter in hand British English) (=the thing you are dealing with now) Do not let yourself be
distracted from the matter in hand.
= be no laughing matter (=be something serious and important, though it might seem funny) A doctor's bad handwriting is
no laughing matter, because it can lead to errors.



= the heart/crux of the matter (=the most important part of something) The crux of the matter is: how do we preventthese
floods from happening again?
= matters arising from/out of something (=things connected with or caused by a particular event) Are there any matters
arising from the report which you wish to discuss?
THESAURUS
M a solid or liquid substance
= material noun [uncountable and countable] a substance, especially one that can be used for making things: building materials |
The island has to import oil and other raw materials (=materials used for making things). | radioactive material
= substance noun [countable] a type of material such as a chemical or a mineral: The green colour of the leafis due to a
substance called chlorophyll. | Dioxin is one of the most toxic substances known to man.
= matter noun [uncountable] formal a type of substance — used especially in the following phrases: waste matter from the body |
It is important to add plenty of organic matter to the soil. | People throw away lots of vegetable matter.
= stuff noun [uncountable] informal a substance - used especially when you do not know exactly what it is: What's that sticky
stuff on the floor?

Il. matter2 S1 W3 BrE = AmE = verb

1. [intransitive not in progressive] to be important, especially to be important to you, or to have an effect on what happens
it doesn’t etc matter if
Will it matter if I'm a little late?
IfI haveto stay late at work tonight, it won’t matter because we can go out another night.
it doesn’t etc matter who/why/what etc
It doesn’t matter what you wear, as long as you look neat and tidy.
Does it matter what | think?
it doesn’t etc matter that
It does not matter that the gun was in fact unloaded.
Do you think it matters that the cups and saucers don’t match?
it doesn’t matter about something
© Just give me $5 — it doesn’t matter about the rest.
matter to
He had lost many of the people who mattered to him.
matter a lot/a great deal
It mattered a great deal to her what other people thought of her.
not matter much/matter little
| don’t think it matters much what you study.
campaigning on issues that really matter
all that matters/the only thing that matters
All that matters is that you’re safe.
Money was the only thing that mattered to him.
| don’t care what it looks like — what matters is that it works.
At last she was with the man she loved and nothing else mattered.
She said very little during the meal. Not that it mattered (=it was not important).
2. it doesn’t matter spoken
a) used to tell someone that you are not angry or upset about something, especially something that they have done:
‘I've spilled some coffee on the carpet.’ ‘It doesn’t matter.’
b) used to say that you do not mind which one of two things you have:
° ‘Red or white wine?’ ‘Oh, either. It doesn’t matter.’
3. what does it matter? spoken used to say that something is not important:
It all happened so long ago now, what does it matter?
What does it matter how old | am?
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