little Apresyan (En-Ru)
1.t n
1) HemHoroe, HebonbLLOE KONMYECTBO; Camasi ManocTb
we must keep what little we have - Mmbl JOMmKHBI 6epeyb TO HEMHOroe, YTO Y Hac ecTb
he did what little he could - oH coenan Bcé, 4To 6bIn0 B ero (cnabbix) cunax
the little | haveis not worth giving - Ty ManocTb, kKOTOpasiy MeHsi eCTb, MPOCTO HE CTOUT AapUTb
the little of his work that | have seen in excellent - To HemHoroe u3 ero paboTbl 4TO S BUAEN, - BENTMKOMENHO
every little helps - HeBonbLLasg MOMOLLb - yXe NOMOLLb; Mtobas ManocTb NPUroanTCs
2) amou.-ycusn. NOYTU HAYEro; Marno YTo
I understood little of his speech - B ero peun 9 mano 4To NoHAN
to make little of smth. - @) Mano 4YTo NOHATL, NOX0 paccnbiwaTk, He pas rmaaeTb U m. . ; | can make little of your writing - Hukak
He pa3bepy, 4TO Bbl TYT Hanucany; 6) HegooLEeHMBaTE NPUHMXKATL 3HAYEHME YEero-n.
¢ from little up - amep. ¢ getcTBa
the little - «maneHbkne nogn»
in little - a) B HebGonblwoM macwTabe; 6) B MUHMaTIOpE
little by little, by little and little - mano-nomany, nocteneHHo, NOHeMHory
little or nothing - NOYTK HMYero, o4eHb Mano, HUYTOXHOE KONMYECTBO
a little cm. alittle 3
to think little of - He npngaBaTb 0cO60ro 3HaueHwus:, GbITb HEBLICOKOTO MHEHUS (O KOM-/1., YEM-I1. )
2. [itl] a (less, lesser; least)
1. 1) maneHbkuin, HebonbLon (0 pasmepe)
little house [garden, boat] - gomuk [caguk, nogoyka], HebonbLown oM [cas, -asd noaka)
the little ones - a) manbiww, getw; 6) oeTEHbIWN
the little Joneses - getu [J)xoyH30B
my little man! - mo manbuunk! (0bpaweHue)
2) HebonbLwon (0 Konu4yecmeae ); cnabbiin, NIOXon
to havelittle hope - nmeTb Mano Hagexabl /cnabyto Hagexay/
to pay little attention to smth. - nouT He oBpawaTe BHMMAHWA Ha YTO-I.
he has little time - y Hero mano BpemeHu
he has very little knowledge of the subject - oH oueHb nnoxo /cnabo/ 3HaeT npeameTt
unfortunately he has little money - k coxxaneHuto, y Hero mano geHer /oH Heboraw
he knows little Latin and less Greek - OH Nnoxo 3HaeT NaTblHb, @ ELUE XyXe rpeyveckuii
he gained little advantage from the scheme - oH mano 4To BbiMrpan OT 3ToN 3aTen
3) KOPOTKUI, HEOSMHHbIV
shall | go a little way with you? - npoBoauTb Bac HeMHoro? [cp. mx. ¢ |
life's little day - kopoTkuiA /BbICTPOTEYHBIA OEHb XWU3HU
4) HeBbICOKMI, HEBOMbLLOro pocTa
a little fat man - npusemucTbIn TONCTAK
5) cney. manbin
little guts - aHam. TOHKME KMLLIKK
litle end - aesm. manas (mopwHesas ) ronoeka waTtyHa
little auk - 6uon. manas rarapka (Plautus alle)
2. 1) He3HaYNTENbHbIW HECYLLECTBEHHbIN, HEBAXHbIV
a little difficulty - He3HaunTenbHoe/HecyLecTBeHHOE/ 3aTpyaAHEHNE
little things - menoun; nycTskn
little things of life - xxutenckne menoun
don't worry about little things - He BecnokoriTeck No nycTakam
2) MENKWI, HEKPYMHbIN
little farmer - menkun doepmep
3) Mmanbli, HernaeHbIM
litle war - manas BonHa
Little League - amep. Manas nvra (6eticbonbHasi nuza 0ns1 Manb4ukos U 0egoyek 8-12 nem)
3. MUnbIA, CnNaBHbIv (Yacmo umeem flackamerlbHoe 3HayeHue U rnepedaémcesi yMeHbWUMmeribHbIM CyghghUKCOM )
isn't he a little devil - BoT AbsABONEHOK!
you little rascal! - an Tbl, nocTpenéHox
smb.'s little ways - MmaneHbkune cmellHble cnabdocTy, rnymnble (4eTCKUE) MPUBBIYKA
poor little efforts to please - TporatenbHoe cTapaHue yroguTtb /MOHpaBUTbLCS/
4. MEeNnKWi, MENOYHbIN, HUYTOXHbIV, OrPaHNYEHHbIN
a little man with a little mind - HUYTOXHbBIN OrpaHNYEHHbIN YeNOBEYUNLLKA
mean little comments - 3ameyaHys TMNa MeNOYHbIX NPUANPOK
5. npefHasHavYeHHbIN AN Y3KOro Kpyra; He MaccoBbIN
little magazine - ManoobbLEMHBIV XXypHan (meyamaem npou3eedeHus, He paccyumaHHble Ha MaccoB020 Yumamersis; 8bIXo0um
HebOobWUM MupPaXxxom )
little theatre - a) TeaTp-cTyauss 6) kaMepHbIN TeaTp (Cmasswull SKcrepuMeHmarbHbie Mbechl ); B) CaMOAeATeNbHbIN TeaTp (npu
Konneoxe)
¢ little woman - xeHa, XEHyLuka
litle Mary - cn. xenynok
The Little Corporal - «maneHbkun kanpan», HanoneoH boHanapt
Little Rhody - amep. wymn. wrat Pog-AnneHsa



to go but a (very) little way to - 6bITb HegocTaToOuHbIM He XBaTaTb [cp. mx. 1, 3)]
little stranger - HOBOPOXAEHHBIN (8 cembe )
to expect a little stranger - xxgaTb npubaBneHmsa cemencTea
little bird - ncTOYHUK MHOPMaLMY = copoKa Ha XBOCTE MpuUHecra
a little bird tells me you are getting married - roe-1o g crnblwana, 4YTo Thl BbIXOAMWLb 3aMyX
little grey cells - a) kneTkn ceporo BellecTBa (Mo32a); 6) Mo3ru
use your little grey cells! - wesenu mosramu!
little black book - amep. 3anucHas KHWXKa C TenedOoHaMWKEHLNH; «adpec - KareHaapb AOHXyaHa»
little boy's room - aggh. y6opHas, Tyanet
little ladies in tennis shoes - amep. monum. xape. «CTapyLlku B MATKOM 00yBU», aKTUBUCTKN KOHCEPBATMBHOIO HanpaBieHus;
KpanHue peakLMoHEepKM
3. [Iitl] adv (less; least)

1. 1) Mano, NOYT! HUCKONBbKO
little more - HeHamHoro 6onbLue; HEMHOTMM GorblLUe
he is little more than an amateur - oH Heganeko yLwén oT NbUTens; OH BbICTYNAaeT /UrpaeT, NuLeT/ NoYTK Ha NIOOUTENBCKOM YPOBHE
he left little more than an hour ago - oH ywén yac ¢ HebonbLWKM TOMY Ha3ag
little less than - He HAMHOro MeHbLLIEe; MOYTU CTOMBKO Xe /TakK xe/
he is little less talented than his father - TanaHTOMOH He HamMHOro ycTynaeT OTLY; OH NMOYTU TaK XXe TanaHTNMB Kak oTeL
| can say very little about this book - 5 Mory o4eHb HEMHOrO cka3aTb 00 3TOW KHUre
he is little known - ero no4YTH HYKTO /Mano KTo/ 3HaeT
that is little short of madness! - aTo Ha rpaHu 6e3ymus!

2) pegko
| go there [see them] very little - a xoxy Tyga [BuXy ux] ovyeHb peako

2. (8 npednoxeHusix ¢ uHeepcuel) COBCEM He, BOBCE He
when | first came to this country, | little thought that | should stay so long - korga s npuexan B 3Ty CTpaHy, S HUKaK He gymarn, 4Yto
NPOXUBY 34eCb TaK A0Mro
they little expected /little did they expect/ such trouble - oHM HMKak He Npegnonarany /v 1 B roNoOBY HE NPUXOANIO/, YTO BO3HUKHET
Takasi HeNpUATHOCTb
little he cares whether we live or die - emy BCE paBHO /eMy HanneBaTy, >XMBbl Mbl N HET
he little dreams that ... - emy 1 He cHUTCS, YTO ..., eMy 1 HEBAOMEK, YTO ...
¢ alittle em. a little 1

little Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.

lit-tle [little littler littlest] adjective, determiner, pronoun, adverbBrE ['Iztl] -
NAmME ['I1tl]

adjective usually before noun The forms littler /['l1tla(r)] / and littlest /['l1tlzst] / are rare. It is more common to use smaller and
smallest.
1. not big; small; smaller than others
* a little house
* a little group of tourists
* a little old lady
* the classic little black dress
* ‘Which do you want?’ ‘'ll take the little one.’
» She gavea little laugh.
* (BrE) We should manage, with a little bit of luck.
* Here's a little something (= a small present) for your birthday.
2. used after an adjective to show affection or dislike, especially in a tpatronizing way (= one that suggests that you think you are
better than sb)
* The poor little thing ! It's lost its mother.
* What a nasty little man!
» She's a good little worker.
* He'd become quite the little gentleman.
3. young
* a little boyl/girl
* my little brother/sister (= younger brother/sister)
* | livedin America when | was little.
4. (of distance or time) short
* A little while later the phone rang.
 Shall we walk a little way?
5. not important; not serious
* | can't remember every little detail.
* You soon get used to the little difficulties.
more at great/tall oaks from little acorns grow at foak, (it's) no/little/small wonder (that)... at twonder

Word Origin:
Old English ly[tel, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch luttel, German dialect litzel.

Thesaurus:
little adj.



1. usually before noun (not usually used in the comparative or superlative)
* What a dear little baby!
small ¢ « tiny ¢ » miniature < + compact * * minute * « microscopic *
Opp: big, Opp: large
a little/small/tiny/miniature house/town/room
a little/small/tiny/minute/microscopic detail
a little/small/tiny baby/child
Little or small? Small is the most usual opposite of big or large . Little is often used to show how you feel about sb/sth,
especially after other adjectives such as ugly, nice or cute.
2. usually before noun (especially spoken)
* What a fuss overone little mistake!
small ¢ - slight * - minimal + - marginal « « minor ¢ |usually disapprovingtrivial ¢ * petty *
Opp: big, Opp: great
a little/small/slight/minimal/marginal change /improvement
a little/small/slight/trivial error/mistake/problem
a little/small/slight defect/accident

Example Bank:
* He was a nasty little man.

» He's still very little and doesn't understand yet.

* It was a lovely little village before the war.

* Poor little thing! It's broken its wing.

* The room was full of funny little animals.

* A little boy was standing on the doorstep.

* All those problems because of one little mistake!

* Here's a little something for your birthday.

* | can't remember every little detail.

* | givethanks for every little thing.

* | was a little bit afraid of him.

* It's just one of life's little mysteries.

» She wore a version of the classic little black dress.

* The system has some odd little quirks.

* They livedin a little house just down the valley.

* We had a little adventureyesterday.

* What a cute little baby!

* What a horrible little man!

* You wouldn't expect a sweet little old lady to react like that.

* You'll feel a little sting.

* You'll soon get used to these little difficulties.

* a little errofmistake/defect/problem/argument/accident/incident/adventurdmystery /quirk/secret
Idioms: Htlittle bird told me = 1little by little

Derived Word tlittleness

determiner, pronoun

1. used with uncountable nouns to mean ‘not much’
* There was little doubt in my mind.
» Students have little or no choice in the matter.
* | understood little of what he said.
» She said little or nothing (= hardly anything) about her experience.
* Tell him as little as possible .

2. a little used with uncountable nouns to mean ‘a small amount’, ‘some’
* a little milk/sugar/tea
* If you have any spare milk, could you give me a little?
* I'veonly read a little of the book so far.
« (formal) It caused not a little/no little (= a lot of) confusion.
« After a little (= a short time) he got up and left.

Word Origin:
Old English ly[tel, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch luttel, German dialect litzel.

adverb(less, least)

1. not much; only slightly
* He is little known as an artist.
* | slept very little last night.
« Little did | know that this spelled the end of my career.

2. a little (bit) to a small degree
» She seemed a little afraid of going inside.
* These shoes are a little (bit) too big for me.
* (informal) Everything has become just that little bit harder.



* (formal) She felt tired and more than a little worried.

Word Origin:
Old English ly[tel, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch luttel, German dialect litzel.

British/American:

a bit / a little
In BrE it is common to use a bit to mean ‘slightly’ or ‘to a small extent’: = These shoes are a bit tight. <= I'll be a bit later home
tomorrow. <= Can you turn the volume up a bit?
It is more common in NAmE to say a little, or (informal) a little bit. You can also use these phrases in BrE: = These shoes are a
little bit too tight. <= I'll be a little later home tomorrow. <= Can you turn the volume up a little bit?

little Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)

I lititle' S1 WA /'lit/ BrE =~ AmE = adjective
[Language: ; Origin: ]

1. SIZE [usually before noun] small in size:
a little house
a cake decorated with little flowers
She was cutting the meat up into little bits.
little tiny/tiny little spoken (=extremely small)
°  alittle tiny puppy
little bitty American English spoken (=extremely small)
a little something informal (=a small present, or a small amount of food)
I'd like to buy him a little something to thank him.
2. SOMETHING YOU LIKE OR DISLIKE [only before noun] used between an adjective and a noun to emphasize that you like or
dislike something or someone, although they are not important, impressive etc:
It could be a nice little business.
a useful little gadget
It was another of her silly little jokes.
a boring little man
poor little thing (=used to show sympathy)
° Thepoor little thing had hurt its wing.
3. a little bit
a) a small amount of something
a little bit of
° With a little bit of luck we should finish by five o'clock.
I’'m going to give you a little bit of advice.
Let me tell you a little bit about myself.
b) slightly or to a small degree:
* lwas a little bit disappointed.
4. TIME/DISTANCE [only before noun] short in time or distance:
° You could havea little sleep in the car.
We walked a little way along this path.
He arriveda little while ago.
5. YOUNG little children are young:
We didn’t have toys like this when | was little.
little boy/girl
two little boys playing in the street
sb’s little boy/girl (=someone’s son or daughter who is still a child)
° Mum, I'm 17 = I'm not your little girl any longer.
sb’s little brother/sister (=a younger brother or sister who is still a child)
Her little brother and sister were fighting again.
6. SLIGHT [only before noun] done in a way that is not very noticeable:
© alittle smile
Nicolo gave a little nod of his head.
7. UNIMPORTANT [only before noun]
a) not important:
°  She gets very angry overlittle things.
Thereisn’t time to discuss every little detail.
b) not important — used when you really think that something is important:
° There’sjust that little matter of the £5,000 you owe me.
8. (just) that little bit better/easier etc better, easier etc by a small amount that will have an important effect:
° Working fewer hours will make life just that little bit easier for me.
9. the little woman old-fashioned someone’s wife — often used humorously but now considered offensiveby many women
= a little bird told me at 'bird(4)
GRAMMAR
You can say smaller or smallest, but 'littler' and 'littlest' are not often used:



= Her feet are evensmaller (NOT littler/more little) than mine.
You can use words like 'quite’, 'very', and 'too' in front of small, but do not use them with little:
= a very small car (NOT a very little car)
II. little2S1 W1 BrE =~ AmE = determiner, pronoun
1. only a small amount or hardly any of something:
° There’slittle doubt in my mind that he’s guilty.
| paid little attention to what the others were saying.
Little is known about the causes of the problem.
Changes in the law have done little to improve the situation.
little of
Little of their wealth now remains.
There’s very little money left.
Many of the students speak little or no English.
He knew little or nothing (=almost nothing) about fixing cars.
My lawyer advised me to say as little as possible.
He did precious little (=very little) to help.
The laboratory tests are of little real value.
2. a little a small amount:
°  Fortunately | had a little time to spare.
Susan speaks a little French.
A little overhalf the class can swim.
He walked on a little (=a short distance) and then turned back.
a little more/less
Would you like a little more milk in your coffee?
a little of
The city is regaining a little of its former splendour.
3. as little as £5/3 months/10 feet etc used to emphasize how surprisingly small an amount is:
° Prices for his paintings start from as little as £100.
The weather can change completely in as little as half an hour.
4. what little (a/so the little (that)) used to emphasize how small an amount there is, how small an amount is possible etc:
We did what little we could to help.
| handed overwhat little money | had left.
5. a little (of something) goes a long way spoken used to say that only a small amount of something is needed or has a great
effect:
A little kindness goes a long way.
GRAMMAR
A little and little are used before uncountable nouns.
A little means 'some, but not a lot"
= We still havea little time left.
In spoken British English, it is more usual to say a bit of:
= I'vegot a bit of money left.
Little on its own (without a) means 'not much'. It emphasizes how small the amount is. It is mainly used in writing or formal speech:
= Thereis now little hope of success.
In conversation or informal writing, it is more usual to say not much:
= There was not much milk left.
. little3 S1 W1 BrE~ AmE ~ adverb
1. a little slightly or to a small degree SYN a bit:
°  She trembled a little as she spoke.
He was a little surprised at her request.
a little more/better/further etc
We'll haveto wait a little longer to see what happens.
GRAMMAR
When you use a little with an adjective, it should come before the adjective, not after it:
= | was a little worried about her (NOT | was worried a little ...).
» You cannot use a little with an adjective before a noun. Use rather or slightly:
= It was a rather strange situation (NOT a little strange situation).
2. not much or only slightly:
The town has changed little overthe years.
The situation has improved very little.
little known/understood etc (=not known about by many people)
a little known corner of the world
little more/better etc (than something)
°  His voice was little more than a whisper.
3. little did somebody know/realize /think etc used to say that someone did not know or think that something would happen or
was true:
Little did | know that the course of my life was about to change.
4. little by little gradually:



Little by little he became accepted by the family.
5. more than a little/not a little literary extremely:
Graham was more than a little frightened by what he had seen.
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