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mol-ecule [molecule molecules] BrE ['mplikju']  NAmE ['malllokju|

chemistry
the smallest unit, consisting of a group of atoms, into which a substance can be divided without a change in its chemical nature
* A molecule of water consists of two atoms of hydrogen and one atom of oxygen.

Derived Word *molecular

Word Origin:
late 18th cent.: from French molécule, from modern Latin molecula, diminutive of Latin moles ‘mass’.

Example Bank:
 the molecules in the crystal

» the number of atoms in a molecule
 two molecules of hydrogen

molecule Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)

mol e cule /'mplikjull$ 'mal £ BrE = AmE ~ noun [countable]
[ ; ; ‘mass’]
the smallest unit into which any substance can be divided without losing its own chemical nature, usually consisting of two or more
atoms:
The molecules of oxygen gas contain just two atoms.
—molecular /ma'lekjele, ma'lekjule $ -er/ adjective:
molecular structure
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