reason Apresyan (En-Ru)
1. ['rizz(@)n] n
I
1. NpnynHa; ocHoBaHne
the reason of eclipses - npnynHa 3aTmMeHUn
what is the reason of the tides? - nouemy GbiBatOT NpUNUBLI?
what is the reason of the dew? - noyemy Bbinagaet poca?
she had a reason for laughing - y Heé Gbina npnynHa ans cmexa
by reason of ..., for the reason that ... - no npuymHe Toro, 4To ..., U3-3a TOro, 4TO ...
the scheme failed by reason of bad organization - 3ToT nnaH npoBanuncs n3-3a NIOXon opraHm3aunm
for no other reason than that | forgot - pasa. no Ton npocTon NpuyrHe, 4YTo 9 3abbin
for reasons beyond control - no He3aBucALMM 0BCTOATENBCTBAM
with reason - ¢ ocHoBaHWeM, N0 OCHOBATENbHbLIM NPUYNHAM
not without reason - He 6e3 ocHoBaHUA
with good reason - ¢ nonHLIM NpaBoM /ocHoBaHWeM/, coBepLleHHO 060CHOBaHHO
he complains with reason - y Hero ectb OCHOBaHuS XanoBaTbCH
2. (cyGBbEKTUBHOE) OCHOBaHME, MOTUB, COODOpaXkeHNe; onpaBgaHne
for economy reasons - no coobpaxxeHnsAM 3KOHOMUU
for family reasons - no cemeriHbIM 06CTOATENBCTBAM
for reasons of State - 06bIKH. UPOH. NO rocyaapCTBEHHBIM COOBPaKEHNSIM
reasons for and against doing smth. - coobpaxeHus 3a n NPOTMB Kakoro-. NoCTynka
to give reasons for one's preference - o6ocHoBaTb CBOV BbIGOP
to give reasons for doing smth. - a) 06bACHWUTL CBOM NOCTYNKK; ©) N3NOXNUTb MOTUBbLL, MO KOTOPLIM YTO-/1. JOJIKHO ObITb CAenaHo
to provewith reasons - gokasaTb aprymMeHTamu, npeacTaBUTb Pe30HHbIE COOBPaXeHns
| saw reason to suspect him - y MeHsi GbInM OCHOBaHUA NOL03peBaTb €ro
| have good reason to fearthat ... - y meHa BCce OCHOBaHUWs /9 MELD NOSHOE NpaBo/ onacaTtbCs, YTO ...
| have good reasons for doing [for saying] this - a1 nMeto nonHoe NpaBo NOCTyNaTb TaK [Tak rOBOPUTL]
did he give any reason? - oH NpMBEN Kakne-n. A0BOAbI?; OH YTO-HMOYAb NPMBEN B CBOE onpaBaaHne?
give me your reasons for refusing - MOTUBMPYWTE CBOWN OTKas, U3NOXMUTE MOTMBbI BaLLEero otkasa
alleging as his reason that ... - MmoTUBMpPYA TEM, 4TO ...
the reason behind the proposal - MOTMBMpPOBKa NpeanoxeHns
for reasons best known to oneself - pasa. No kakMM-TO TAaUHCTBEHHbLIM COOOPaXEHUAM
| see no reason to do this - He BMXy HMKako HeobXxoaMMOCTK AenaTtb 3TO
all the more reason for going /why | should go/ - (MHe) Tem Gonee criegyeT yexaTb
the reason why | dislike him is ... - OH MHe He HpaBWTCS MOTOMY, YTO ...
3. 0ObsACHEHME, 060CHOBAHME, MOTUBUPOBAHHOE 3asBIIEHNE
a woman's reason cM. woman 1
reasons adduced - op. MOTVBbI MOCTaHOBMEHWS Cyaa
to give /to yield, to render (a) reason - npegocTaBuTb /gatb/ 06bACHEHNS (C8OEMY M08e0eHU U m. I.)
4. noe. Mmanas nocebinka (cusioauama)
I
1. pasym, nHTennekt
pure reason - ¢hurioc. YNCTbIV pasym
only man has reason - TONbKO YeNOBEK - CyLLIeCTBO pas3yMHOe
2. 1) 3gpaBblit paccygok (8 rmpomusorn. cymacuecmsuro )
bereft of reason - ymanuiéHHbIN
to lose one's reason - conT ¢ yma, nomellaTbcs
his reason failed him utterly - ero paccygok coBepLueHHO NOMyTUIICA
he was restored to reason - K HeMy BepHyncs paccygok (0 cymacweouwem )
2) yacmo pa3sa. 34paBblil CMbICH, Braropasymue, 30paBoOMbICIVE
to bring smb. to reason - 06pa3ymuTb KOro-n.
to listen to /to hear/ reason - BHSITb JOBOAAM paccyaka; NpucnywaTbes K ronocy pasyma
to speak /to talk/ reason - roBoputb /cyanTb/ 3gpaBo
you can't make him listen to reason, he will not listen to reason - oH 1 cribIlWaTb HUYEro He Xo4eT, ero He ybeauilb
there is reason in what you say - B TOM, 4TO Bbl FOBOPUTE, €CTb 34paBblii CMbICI
contrary to reason - ngyuimin Bpaspes co 34paBbiM CMbICIIOM
it is quite within reason to suggest ... - GnaropasymHo NPeanonoXunTb ...; 34pPaBO PacCyaasi, MOXHO NPEANONOXUTb ...
in reason - a) B pa3ymHbIX npegenax; 6) B COOTBETCTBMMCO 34paBbiIM CMbICIIOM; Pa3yMHO
everything in reason - Bcemy ecTb Mmepa
to pay anything in reason - 3annatuTbnNioby0 pasymHyto LieHy
it is not in reason to expect me to ... - 6bIn0 661 Hepa3ymHo /CTpaHHA oXuaaTh, YTO 4 ...
I'm willing to do anything in reason - B pasyMHbIX npefernax g rotoB caenaTb BCé
out of all reason - Ype3amepHbI; = HN B Kakne BOpoTa He neseTt
the price is out of all reason - 3170 HecycBeTHas UeHa
it cost me a sum out of all reason - 1 3annaTnnsa 310 6elueHble AeHbrN
it stands to reason - a) pasymeeTcs; NOHATHO, ICHO, O4EeBUAHO (8 omeemax); 6) 3apaBbIi CMbICIT NOACKa3bIBaeT
it stands to reason that ... - BcakomMy 30paBoMbICIALLEMY YENOBEKY NMOHATHO, YTO ...; OTCIOAA ABHO CriedyeT, 4To ...
as in reason - KaKk 1 cnegoBarno oXxvuaaTb; Kak u cnegyet
as reason was - Kak nofckasbiBan 34paBblii CMbICH



without rhyme or reason cm. rhyme | ¢
3. pedk. pa3yMHbIN NOCTYNOK; (6naro)pa3ymHoe NnoBeaeHne
it is reason, reason is - 310 (bygeT) 6naropasymHo
it is no /not/ reason - aTo (GyAeT) Hepa3ymMHO
it is but reason that | should rejoice - BnosiHe NOHATHO, YTO 5 pagyrCh
2. ['rizz(8)n] v
1. 1) pasmbIWnATh, paccyxaatb (TOrMYeckun); Aenatb BbIBOAbI, YMO3aKio4aTb
to reason about /of, on, upon/ a subject - 06QymbIBaTL YTO-N.; Pa3MbILNATL /pa3aymMblBaTh, paccyxaaTtb/ O Kakom-n. npeameTte
to reason from premises - genatb BbIBOA U3 NOCLINOK; caenatb NOrm4ecknii BbIBOA
to reason from past experience - caenartb BbIBOAbLI U3 OMbITa MPOLUSIOro
to reason that ... - npuNTN K BLIBOAY, YTO ...
we must reason from what is probable - Mbl 4OMKHBI UICXOOUTB U3 BEPOATHOCTU
| reason in this way on the matter - 4 npuxoxy kK Takomy BbIBO4Y NO 3TOMY BONPOCY; A Tak paccyxgat /cyxy/ ob atom gene
2) MbICNNTb
the ability to reason makes man differentfrom animals - cnoco6HOCTb MbICAWUTL OTNIMYaETYENoBeKa OT XXUBOTHOMO
2. obcyxpaTh; gebaTupoBaTh AUCKYTUPOBATL; paccyxaaTb (8c/yx)
to reason what is to be done - o6cyxagatb, 4TO (HyXXHO) caenatb
to reason why [how] smth. was done - paccyxgatb 0 TOM, no4Yemy [Kak] 4To-ni 6b1n0 caenaHo
3. 1) (with) yroBapuBaTb, ype3oHunBaTb (K020-/1. )
we reasoned with him for an hour - Mbl Lenbii Yac ero ypesoHusanu /neitannce ero yéeauts/
2) (into) yroBopwuTb, yoeanTb (8 4ém-.)
to reason smb. into smth. /into doing smth./ - yroBopuTb kOro-n. cgenartb 4YTO-1
to reason smb. into obedience [into accepting a proposal] - yroBopuTb KOro-n. noA4YMHUTLCS [MPUHATL NPEeANoXeHE]
3) (out of) pasybexpaTtb (8 YéEM-1.)
to reason smb. out of smth. /out of doing smth./ - oTroBOpUTL KOro-n. OT Yero-n.; pasybeanTb KOro-Ii.
to reason smb. out of his fears - ybeanTb Koro-n. B HEOCHOBaTENbLHOCTMENO OMaceHUn
to reason smb. out of a false belief - ydeanTb koro-n. B HEOCHOBaTENbHOCTUErO YOeXXaeHus
4. npeum. p. p. 06OCHOBbLIBAThL, apryMEHTMPOBATL [A0Ka3biBaTbh
to reason that ... - aprymeHTMpoBaThL /MOTMBMPOBATH TEM, YTO ...; MPUBOAUTL B KQYECTBE A0BOAA TO, YTO ...
you must reason your case a bit more - Bbl JOMmkHbI Ny4ylle 060CHOBaTh /apryMeHTUpoBaTH CBOK MO3ULMIO
his speech was admirably reasoned - ero BbICTynneHue ObIfo NPeKpacHO apryMeHTMpoBaHO
5. (with) yem., 6ubn. crnopwutb unu 6ecenoBaTthb (C Kem-11.)
¢ their's not to reason why (Tennyson) - He Ux Oerno paccyxaaTtb O NpUYnHax

reason Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
rea-son [reason reasons reasoned reasoning]| noun, verb BrE ['rilzh™ NAmE
['riCzh”
noun
1. countable a cause or an explanation for sth that has happened or that sb has done
* ~ (why...) I'd like to know the reason why you're so late.
» Give me one good reason why | should help you.
* ~ (that...) We aren't going for the simple reason that we can't afford it.
 ~ (for sth) She gave no reasons for her decision.
» ~ (for doing sth) | have no particular reason for doubting him.
* He said no but he didn't give a reason .
» For some reason (= one that | don't know or don't understand) we all haveto come in early tomorrow.
* The man attacked me for no apparent reason .
» She resigned for personal reasons .
* For reasons of security the door is always kept locked.
* He wants to keep them all in his office for reasons best known to himself .
* people who, for whatever reason , are unable to support themselves
* ‘Why do you want to know?’" * No reason ’ (= | do not want to say why) .
* ‘Why did she do that?’ ‘She must have her reasons ’ (= secret reasons which she does not want to tell) .
* (formal) He was excused by reason of (= because of) his age.
2. uncountable a fact that makes it right or fair to do sth
* ~ (to do sth) They havereason to believe that he is lying.
* We have every reason (= have very good reasons) to feel optimistic.
* You haveno reason to accuse him of laziness.
+ ~ (why...) Thereis no reason why we should agree to this.
* ~ (for sth/for doing sth) This result gives us all the more reason for optimism.
» She complained, with reason (= rightly) , that she had been underpaid.
3. uncountable the power of the mind to think in a logical way, to understand and have opinions, etc
» Only human beings are capable of reason (= of thinking in a logical way, etc.) .
* to lose your reason (= become mentally ill)
« the conflict between faith and reason
4. uncountable what is possible, practical or right
* | can't get her to listen to reason .
* Why can't they see reason ?
* to be open to reason (= to be willing to accept sensible advice)



» He's looking for a job and he's willing to do anything within reason .
more at there's no rhyme or reason to/for sthwithout rhyme or reason at tfrhyme

Word Origin:
Middle English: from Old French reisun (noun), raisoner (verb), from a variant of Latin ratio(n-), from the verbreri ‘consider’.

Thesaurus:
reason
1. C, U
« I'd like to know the reason why you're so late.
explanation ¢« motive * * need ° * cause ° * grounds * * basis * - argument ¢ * case * * excuse - ° justification ¢ *
pretext °
(a/an) reason/explanation/motive/need/cause/grounds/basis/argument/case/excuse/justification/pretext for sth
the reason/motive behind sth
the reason/grounds/basis/argument/excuse/justification/pretext that...
(a) good/valid reason/explanation/motive/cause/grounds/argument/case/excuse/justification
give/offer (sb) a/an reason/explanation/excuse/justification/pretext
2. U
* | can't get her to listen to reason.
logic ¢ - rationality ¢ * reasoning
the reason/logic/rationality in sth
see/defy reason/(the) logic

Language Bank:
therefore

Ways of saying ‘For this reason...’
= Today's children eat more junk food and get less exercise than previous generations of children. It is not surprising, therefore =,
that rates of childhood obesity are on the increase.
= Children who grow up on a diet of junk food find it difficult to change this habit later in life. It is essential, therefore =, that
parents encourage healthy eating from an early age.
= Children who grow up on a diet of junk food find it difficult to change this habit later in life. For this reason =, / This is why = it is
essential that children eat healthily from an early age.
= Eating habits formed in childhood tend to continue into adult life. Thus =, the best way to preventheart disease among adults is
to encourage healthy eating from an early age.
= Eating habits formed in childhood tend to continue into adult life, hence = the importance of encouraging healthy eating from an
early age.
Language Banks at tbecause of, !cause, !consequently, temphasis, tvital

Synonyms:
reason

explanation ¢ grounds * basis * excuse * motive ¢ justification * pretext
These are all words for a cause or an explanation for sth that has happened or that sb has done.
reason ¢ a cause or an explanation for sth that has happened or that sb has done; a fact that makes it right or fair to do sth: = He
said no but he didn't give a reason.
explanation - a statement, fact or situation that tells you why sth has happened; a reason givenfor sth: = The most likely
explanation is that his plane was delayed. <= She left the room abruptly without explanation.
grounds ¢ (rather formal) a good or true reason for saying, doing or believing sth: = You have no grounds for complaint.
basis ¢ (rather formal) the reason why people take a particular action: = On what basis will this decision be made?
excuse ° a reason, either true or invented, that you give to explain or defend your behaviour, a good reason that you give for doing
sth that you want to do for other reasons: = Late again! What's your excuse this time? <= It gave me an excuse to take the car.
motive ¢ a reason that explains sb's behaviour = There seemed to be no motive for the murder.
justification < (rather formal) a good reason why sth exists oris done: = | can see no possible justification for any further tax
increases.
grounds or justification?
Justification is used to talk about finding or understanding reasons for actions, or trying to explain why it is a good idea to do sth.
Itis often used with words like little, no, some, every, without, and not any. Grounds is used more for talking about reasons that
already exist, or that have already been decided, for example by law: moral/economic grounds.
pretext « (rather formal) a false reason that you give for doing sth, usually sth bad, in order to hide the real reason: = He left the
party early on the pretext of havingto work.
(a/an) reason/explanation/grounds/basis/excuse/motive/justification/pretext for sth
the reason/motive behind sth
on the grounds/basis/pretext of/that...
(a) good/valid reason/explanation/grounds/excuse/motive/justification

Example Bank:
* For reasons of security, you are requested to keep your baggage with you at all times.

» For some odd reason, he found it really funny.
» For some unexplained reason the pilot jettisoned all his fuel shortly after take-off.
» For unknown reasons, the ship sank in the middle of the ocean.



* He got angry for no reason.
» He married her for all the wrong reasons.
* He saw many reasons to be hopeful.
* He seems to havelost all sense and reason.
» He was attacked for no apparent reason.
* He was beyond all reason.
» He was found not guilty by reason of insanity.
* | can think of several reasons why this might happen.
* | don't know why he did that, but I'm sure he had his reasons.
* | don't see any reason why you can't come with us.
* | have no reason to believethat she was lying to me.
* | know you're angry with me, and you have every reason to be.
« | tried to persuade her, but she just wouldn't listen to reason.
* | was nevergood at playing the trumpet for the simple reason that | neverpractised.
* I'lllend you the money you need— within reason, of course!
* If he's unwell, that's all the more reason to go and see him.
* In the letter she carefully set out her reasons for leaving
* Isolation and loneliness are common reasons for depression.
* It stands to reason that she wouldn't want them to find out about her personal problems.
* It stands to reason= it is logical that she wouldn't want them to find out about her personal problems.
« It's difficult to pinpoint the reasons for her success.
 People buy things for all sorts of reasons.
+ She did not tell him the real reason for her change of heart.
» She was always the voice of reason, persuading him not to buy things they couldn't afford
» Sometimes he does things that defy reason.
* Surely there is no earthly reason why you wouldn't want to come with us?
» The company's stated reason for firing him was misconduct.
» The only reason | didn't become a professional golfer was because of my family commitments .
* The reasons for her decision soon became clear.
» The residents hope that an appeal to reason will end the rioting.
* The residents hope that an appeal to reason= asking the rioters to be reasonable will end the rioting.
» The underlying reasons for these differences will be explored in depth in the next chapter.
» There are obvious reasons against such a move.
* Thereis ample reason to be optimistic about the economy.
* Thereis an assumption that a state will protect its citizens. Thatis the very reason for the existence of states.
* There's no rhyme or reason to the new opening hours.
» There's no rhyme or reason= logic to the new opening hours.
» There's one big reason why this won't work: cost.
» They complained about the food, and with good reason.
» They didn't give any reason for the delay.
* This article lists the most common reasons why people pay too much tax.
» Tom's problem was that he lacked confidence; Ed failed for precisely the opposite reason.
» We are trying to uncoverthe reasons behind her decision.
* We possess the human faculty of reason.
» We see no reason why this band shouldn't be a huge success.
* You don't have any reason to complain.
* You havelittle reason to be pleased with yourself.
* You're asking me to help, and that's the exact reason | came.
+ dismissal for reasons unconnected with misconduct
* people who, for whateverreason, are unable to support themselves
* persons in need of care by reason of old age
* procedures carried out for reasons of national security
* ‘Why did she do that?’ ‘She must have her reasons .
* For reasons of security the door is always kept locked.
» For some reason we all haveto come in early tomorrow.
* He said no but he didn't give a reason.
» He wants to keep them all in his office for reasons best known to himself.
* | can't get her to listen to reason.
* |'d like to know the reason why you're so late.
* I'm willing to do anything — within reason — to get my case heard.
* It stands to reason that people leave if you don't pay them enough.
» She complained, with reason, that she had been underpaid.
* She resigned for personal reasons.
» We aren't going for the simple reason that we can't affordit.
* Why can't they see reason?
Idiom: it stands to reason

Derived ‘reason something out = freason with somebody

verb



1. transitive, intransitive ~ (that...) | + speech to form a judgement about a situation by considering the facts and using your power to
think in a logical way

» She reasoned that she must have left her bag on the train.

» They couldn't fire him, he reasoned. He was the only one who knew how the system worked.
2. intransitive to use your power to think and understand

» the human ability to reason

Verb forms: _werh forms
presant simple
1 you J we fhey |reason

|bE /iy
h:l:l;.rrE,." Fizy!
he [ she /R rEEars
BrE [/ ricmief
MAmE Jrizma/
pas.'.'smq:lla. past-particq:lle raasored
BrE / ricandf
MamE [ rizand)
-ing form reasnng
BeE [ ricmry
MamE / rizzrn

Word Origin:
Middle English: from Old French reisun (noun), raisoner (verb), from a variant of Latin ratio(n-), from the verbreri ‘consider’.

Example Bank:
» They couldn't fire him, he reasoned. He was the only one who knew how the system worked.
» They reasoned, correctly, that the enemy would not attempt an attack at night.

reason Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
I. rea’son’ S1 W1 /'rilan/ BrE =~ AmE = noun
[Word Family: noun: freason, freasoning, reasonableness; adjective: freasonable # tunreasonable, freasoned; verk: treason;
adverti freasonably # tunreasonably]
[Date: 1200-1300; Language: Old French; Origin: raison, from Latin ratio; = fratio]
1. CAUSE [countable] why something happens, or why someone does something
reason for
° People give differentreasons for wanting to change jobs.
reason why
We'd like to know the reason why she didn’t accept the job.
reason (that)
°  Thereason | called was to ask about the plans for Saturday.
reason behind
* He explained the reasons behind the decision.
for reasons of something
The bridge is closed for reasons of safety.
reason to do something
This work gives me a reason to live.
there is no reason to do something
°  Thereis no reason whatsoeverto doubt her story.
by reason of something formal (=because of something)
° aperson disqualified by reason of age
» Do not say ‘the reason of something. Say the reason for something. Do not say ‘the reason because’ something happens. Say
the reason why/that something happens.
2. GOOD OR FAIR [uncountable] a fact that makes it right or fair for someone to do something
(no) reason to do something
° Thereis no reason to panic.

"

She has reason to feel guilty.
° We havereason to believe that the goods were stolen.
* I know I'm late, but that's no reason to shout at me.
Under the circumstances, we had everyreason (=had very good reasons) to be suspicious.
with (good) reason (=based on something sensible)
°  Natalie was alarmed by the news, and with reason.
3. all the more reason why/to do something spoken used to say that what has just been mentioned is an additional reason for
doing what you have suggested:
°  But surely that's all the more reason to act quickly.
4. GOOD JUDGMENT [uncountable] sensible judgment and understanding SYN sense:
°  There’sreason in what he says.
They’re not preparedto listen to reason (=be persuaded by someone’s sensible advice).
There’s no way of making my grandfathersee reason (=accept advice and make a sensible decision).
5. within reason within sensible limits:
You can go anywhere you want, within reason.

"



6. go/be beyond (all) reason to be more than is acceptable or reasonable:
°  Theirdemands go beyond all reason.
7. ABILITY TO THINK [uncountable] the ability to think, understand, and form judgments that are based on facts:
° the human power of reason
lose your reason old-fashioned (=become mentally ill)
8. no reason spoken used when someone asks you why you are doing something and you do not want to tell them:
° ‘Why d’you want to go that way?* 'Oh, no reason.'
= no rhyme or reason at frhyme'(4), = it stands to reason at fstand'(32)
COLLOCATIONS
Hverbs
= have a reason \We had many reasons to celebrate.
= give a reason No reason was given for the change.
= think of a reason/see a reason | see no reason why it shouldn’t work. | | can’t think of any reason why she would want to leave.
= explain the reasons for something Explain the reasons for your choice.
Madjectives
= a good reason Thereis usually a good reason why the price is so cheap.
= the main reason The main reason for the decline in the railways is lack of investment.
= a major reason (also a big reason informal) His personality was a major reason for his success. | A big reason for the
decrease in smoking is the ban on cigarette advertising.
= the real reason What do you think was the real reason for their decision?
= a valid/legitimate reason (=a good and acceptable reason) An employer can’t fire someone without a valid reason.
= a compelling reason (=a very good reason for doing something) There are compelling reasons to believe that this is true.
= a simple reason (=one that is easy to understand) | hate mobile phones, for the simple reason that it is now impossible to get
away from them.
= a logical reason People don’t always havelogical reasons for the things they do.
= the only reason The only reason he’s coming tonight is that | said you'd be here.
Mphrases
= for legal /political /medical etc reasons The boy cannot be named for legal reasons.
= for security reasons The road will be closed for security reasons.
= for personal reasons He resigned for personal reasons.
- for sentimental reasons (=because you like someone or something very much) | wanted to keep the picture for sentimental
reasons.
= for obvious reasons This arrangement must be kept secret, for obvious reasons.
= for no apparent reason (=for no obvious reason) He ftried to kill me for no apparent reason.
- for some reason (or other) (also for some unknown reason) (=for a reason that you do not know) For some reason she
felt like crying. | For some unknown reason, the curtains were always drawn.
- for reasons best known to somebody (=used when you do not understand someone’s behaviour) For reasons best known
to herself, she decided to sell the house.
= have your reasons (=have a secret reason for doing something) “‘Why did he marry her?” ‘He must have had his reasons.’
THESAURUS
= reason why something happens, or why someone does something: What was the reason for the delay? | | don’t know the
reason why he left his last job.
= explanation a set of reasons that helps you to understand why something happens, especially when it seems difficult to
understand: There are various possible explanations for climate change. | Is there any explanation for his behavior?
= motive a reason that makes someone decide to do something — often used about crimes: Police say that there is no obvious
motive for the attack.
= justification a good reason for doing something that seems wrong: Thereis neverany justification for torture or abuse. | They try
to use the situation in the Middle East as a justification for killing innocent civilians. | There’s no justification for this type of
behaviour.
= grounds a reason that makes it right or fair to do something, especially according to legal, official, or moral rules: The court will
decide if she has grounds for divorce. | They claim the war is justified on moral grounds (=because of moral reasons).
= basis the main ideas or reasons on which something is based: The doctor makes his decisions purely on the basis of clinical
observation. | What do you think is the basis for this advice?
= rationale /raefa'nall$ -'nzel/ formal a set of reasons that are used to explain why someone does something in a particular way:
the rationale behind the government’s economic reforms | This chapter explains the nature of yearly plans, and provides a rationale
for their use.
Ha reason that does not seem believable
= excuse a reason that you give to explain why you have done something bad, or not done something that you should have done —
especially one that is not completely true: She said she couldn’t come because she had to work late, but it was just an excuse. |
a feeble excuse (=one that is hard to believe)
= pretext especially written an untrue reason that you give for doing or not doing something, in order to hide the real reason: He
would often find some pretext to go out in the eveningalone. | They used this as a pretext for taking military action.
Il. reason2 BrE = AmE =~ verb
[Word Family: noun: freason, freasoning, reasonableness; adjective: freasonable # tunreasonable, freasoned; verk: freason;
adverlr freasonably # tunreasonably]
1. [transitive] to form a particular judgment about a situation after carefully considering the facts
reason (that)



They reasoned that other businesses would soon copy the idea.
2. [intransitive] to think and make judgments:
the ability to reason
reason something < out phrasal verb
to find an explanation or solution to a problem, by thinking of all the possibilites SYN work out
reason with somebody phrasal verb
to talk to someone in an attempt to persuade them to be more sensible:
| tried to reason with her.
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