plain Apresyan (En-Ru)
1
1. [plein] n
1. paBHUHa
in the open plain - B oTkpbITOM NONE
Salisbury Plain - paBHuHa Concbepu
2. 06bIKH. pl amep., ascmparsn. ©6e3necHble paBHUHbL Npepum
3. mosm. none 6paHu
4. (the Plain) ucm. «6onoTo» (80 ¢hpaHLUy3CKOM HauUOHa/IbHOM KOH8eHMme)
5. npsimas neTns (8 8s13aHbe)
plain and purl - npamas n obpaTtHasa neTns
¢ Cities of the Plain - 6ubn. Cogom n N'omoppa
2. [plein] a
1. 1) ACHbBIV; OTYETNMBLIN
plain view /sight/ - oTKpbITbINBUA,
plain articulation - oTyéTnuBaaapTukynauns
plain writing - pa3topunBbIi NoYepk
all was plain to see - BC& 6blIno ICHO BUAHO
the rippling of the brook was plain to be heard - xxyp4aHue py4yeika 6bi10 OTYETIMBO CIIbILLHO
2) sIBHbIWA, OYEBUAHbIV
it is your plain duty - aTo Baw npsimoun gonr
it was plain that he did not wish to do it - 661510 04eBMAHO /ACHO/, YTO OH HEe XOTer 3Toro Aenatb
3) NOMHbIV, COBEPLUEHHbIN, aBCOMOTHLIN
plain folly - unctoe 6esymune
plain nonsense - nonHewnwas 6eccmbicnuua, abcontoTHasa Yenyxa
plain stupidity - HenpobuBaemas TynocTb
2. 1) NpOCTON, MOHATHbIN
to explain smth. in plain and precise terms - 06bACHUTb YTO-N. ACHO U TOYHO
to make smth. plain to smb. - pa3bacHUTL YTO-1 KOMY-IT.
tell her what you want in plain words - 06bacHUTe el YneHopasgenbHo, YTO Bbl XOTUTE
the meaning is quite plain - 3Ha4eHMe coBepLUEHHO SICHO /MOHATHA
in plain English - sicHo, YneHopasgensHo
he can't understand plain English - oH He NoOHMMaeT NPOCTLIX CroB
2) He3awmndpoBaHHbIN
plain language - 80eH. OTKpPbITbIA/HE3aWNdPOBaHHbIA TEKCT [cM. mx. 6]
in plain - 80eH. OTKPbLITQ OTKPbLITLIMTEKCTOM (0 paduozpamme, OOHeCEHUU)
3. 1) npocTon, He3amMbICNoBaTbll, OObIKHOBEHHbIN
plain dress [furniture] - npocToe nnatbe [-asa mebeny)
plain style - npocTou /He3ambicrioBaTbI CTUIb
plain unvarnishedtale - 6ecxMTpoCTHbIV pacckas; pacckas 6e3 BCAknx npukpac
plain food - npocTas nuwa
plain water - npocTas /06blkHOBEHHasY BoAa
plain bread and butter - npocto xne6 ¢ macrnom
plain living - npocTo /cKpoMHbI/ 06pa3s XKn3Hu
plain dive - npocTon NPLKOK (MPbKKU 8 800y )
plain sewing - npocToe WUTLE (8 omuyue om 8bILUUBKU )
plain stitch - yynoyHas Bsaska
he was called plain John - ero 3Banu npocto [>xoHOM
| like my cooking plain - s nto6t0 roTOBUTbL NPOCTO, 51 HE NOO0 BCAKME PasHOCOSbI
2) ynCTbIN, HecMellaHHbIN, 6e3 fobaBok
plain boiled beef - BapéHoe msico (u3 6ynboHa)
a cup of plain black coffee - yawe4dka 4épHoro kodpe 6e3 caxapa
plain tea - yan (Tonbko) ¢ xrebom 1 Macrom
plain cigarettes - curapetbl 6e3 unbTpa
3) rmapkun (o eorocax)
4) 0BbIYHbIN
plain card - a) HedurypHas urpanbHas kapTa; 0) Heko3blpHas KapTa
plain steel - Meman. HenermpoBaHHas cTanb
plain concrete - cmp. HeapMupoBaHHbI 6ETOH
it's plain common sense - 3To 06bIYHLIN /BCEro N/ 30paBbiii CMbICH
4. ogHouBeTHbI 6e3 y3opa uiu pUCyHKa
plain drawing - HELIBETHOW pPUCYHOK
plain blue material - rmagkun cuHu maTepuan
plain silk [velvel - rmagkun wénk [6apxar
plain wallpaper - rnagkue obou (6e3 pucyHka)
5. npocTon, He3HaTHLIN
plain man - npocTon 4Yenosek
plain countryfolk - npocTble /6eCcxMTPOCTHbIE OepeBeHCKNe Noaun, NPOCTOHAPOAbLE
6. NPAMON, OTKPOBEHHbIN



plain statement - oTKpoBeHHOE 3asiBrieHne
plain answer - npsamon oTBeT
plain language - a) npamas /oTkpoBeHHas? peyb; 6) ocobas, OTKPOBEHHAsS MaHepa peyn KBakepoB [cM. mx. 2, 2)]
plain talk - npsimon pasrosop
the plain truth - a) HacTosawasn /uncTas/ npasaa; 6) HenpusaTHasa/nevansHas/ Nnpaega, npasga 6e3 npukpac
the plain truth /fact/ is ... - geno npocTo B TOM, 4TO ...
to make one's meaning perfectly plain - roBopuTb OTKPOBEHHO /MPSIMO/; = NOCTaBUTb BCE TOYKM Hag, «i»
to be plain with smb. - 6bITb OTKPOBEHHBLIM C KEM-11.; = FOBOPUTb KOMY-I1. MpaBAy B rnasa
to stick to the plain facts - npuagepxwmBaTtbca (TonbKo) akToB

7. HEB3paYHbIN, HEKPACKBbIV
plain face - HekpacuBoe nuuo
plain Jane - HekpacuBas geByLlka
a pity the girl is so plain - xanb, YTO JeBOYKa Tak HEKpacuea

8. rmagkun, poBHbIN (0 MecmHocmu )
plain ground - nnockuii penbed
plain surface - poBHast NOBEPXHOCTb
¢ (as) plain as a pikestaff /as the nose on your face, as the day, as daylight, as the sun at noonday/ - AcHbIN Kak OeHb,
OYEeBUOHbIN; = COBEPLLUEHHO ACHO

3. [plein] adv

1) acHo, pa3bopunBo, OTYETNINBO
| made them speak the word plain - 8 3acTaBun nx NPON3HOCUTL 3TO CIOBO OTYETIMBO

2) OTKPOBEHHO
others spoke plainer than he - gpyrne rosopunu 6onee 0TKPOBEHHO, YEM OH
talk /speak/ plain so that | can understand you - roBopu npsiMo, 4Tobbl 1 TE6SA NOHAN

3) npocTo, coBepLUeHHO, abCOMTHO
he is just plain stupid [tired] - oH npocTo rnyn [ycTan]

I
[plein] v apx.
XanosaTbCs, NnakaTbcs, ceToBaTb

plain Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
plain [plain plains plainer plainest]| adjective, noun, adverb BrE [plen] ° NAmE
[pletn]
adjective (plain-er, plain-est)
1. easy to see or understand
Syn: fclear
* He made it plain that we should leave
» She made her annoyance plain.
» The facts were plain to see .
* It was a rip-off, plain and simple .
2. not trying to trick anyone; honest and direct
* The plain fact is that nobody really knows.
* a politician with a reputation for plain speaking
* (especially NAmME) a plain, straightforward sort of man
3. not decorated or complicated; simple
* a plain but elegant dress
* plain food
* The interior of the church was plain and simple.
* plain yogurt (= without sugar or fruit)
compare ffancy
4. without marks or a pattern on it
* covers in plain or printed cotton
» Write on plain paper (= without lines) .
5. only before noun used to emphasize that sth is very ordinary, not special in any way
Syn: feveryday
* You don't need any special skills for this job, just plain common sense.
6. (especially of a woman) not beautiful or attractive
7. describing a simple !stitch used in knitting

Word Origin:
Middle English: from Old French plain, from Latin planus, from a base meaning ‘flat’.

Thesaurus:
plain adj.
1.
* He made it very plain that he wanted us to leave.
clear ¢ - obvious ¢ * apparent - * evident - « self-evident « * explicit *
plain/clear/obvious/apparent/evidentself-evidentto sb/sth
plain/clear/obvious/apparent/evident'self-evidentfrom/in sb/sth



make sth plain/clear/obvious/apparentevidentexplicit
Plain, clear or obvious? Iff you make sth clear/plain, you do so deliberately, but if you make sth obvious, you do so without
meaning to:
* | hope | make myself clear/plain.
A | hope | make myself obvious.:
* Try not to make your dislike so obvious.
A Try not to make it so clear/plain.
2.
* The plain fact is that nobody really knows.
simple ¢ * bare ¢ ¢ bald - unequivocal ° stark *
the plain/simple/bare/bald/unequivocalstark truth
a/an plain/simple/bare/bald/unequivocal'stark fact/statement
a/an plain/simple/unequivocal answer
3.
* Let's be plain about this: we will need to make some cuts.
honest « ¢ direct ¢ * blunt - - forthright ° open - ¢ straight ¢  straightforward -
plain/honest/direct/blunt/forthright’open/straight/straightforward about sth
plain/honest/direct/blunt/open/straight/straightforward with sb
To be/Let's be plain/honest/blunt...
4.
* a plain white shirt
bare - simple ¢ - austere ° severe ° ° stark *
Opp: fancy
a/an plain/simple/austere design
a plain/bare/simple interior
a plain/bare/simple/stark white...
a plain/simple/severe/stark black...

Synonyms:
clear

obvious ¢ apparent ¢ evident e plain
These words all describe sth that is easy to see or understand and leaves no doubts or confusion.
clear - easy to see or understand and leaving no doubts: = It was quite clear to me that she was lying.
obvious ¢ easy to see or understand: = It's obvious from what he said that something is wrong.

apparent ¢ [not usually before noun] ( ) easy to see or understand: = It was apparent from her face that she was really
upset.
evident -« ( ) easy to see or understand: = The orchestra played with evident enjoyment.

plain - easy to see or understand: = He = made it = very = plain = that he wanted us to leave
which word?
These words all have almost exactly the same meaning. There are slight differences in register and patterns of use. If you

, you do so deliberately because you want people to understand sth; if you , you usually do it
without meaning to: | hope | make myself obvious. CTry not to make it so clear/plain. In the expressions ,
, and , hone of the other words can be used instead. You can have

but not: an evidentcase of sth.
clear/obvious/apparent/evidentplain to sb/sth
clear/obvious/apparent'evidentplain that/what/who/how/where /why...
to seem/become /make sth clear/obvious/apparent/evidentplain
perfectly/quite/very clear/obvious'apparent/evidentplain

Synonyms:

plain

simple « stark ¢ bare * unequivocal
These words all describe statements, often about sth unpleasant, that are very clear, not trying to hide anything, and not using
more words than necessary.
plain < used for talking about a fact that other people may not like to hear; honest and direct in way that other people may not
like: = The plain fact is that nobody really knows.
simple * [only before noun] used for talking about a fact that other people may not like to hear; very obvious and not complicated
by anything else: = The simple truth is that we just can't affordit.
plain or simple?
When it is being used to emphasize facts that other people may not like to hear, plain is usually used in the expression

Simple can be used in this way too, but it can also be used in a wider variety of structures and collocations
(such as and ): = The problem was due to the simple fact that... ©The problem was due to the plain fact that... Ofor
the plain reason that... <lt's a plain matter of... Expressions with simple often suggest impatience with other people's behaviour
stark « ( ) used for describing an unpleasant fact or difference that is very obvious: = The stark truth is that there is not
enough money left.
The may be sth that some people do not want to hear, but it may be good for them to hear it anyway. The
is sth particularly unpleasant and has no good side to it at all.

bare - [only before noun] the most basic or simple, with nothing extra: = She gave me only the bare facts of the case.
unequivocal ° ( ) expressing your opinion or intention very clearly and firmly: = The reply was an unequivocal ‘no’.



the plain/simple/stark/bare/unequivocal truth
a(n) plain/simple/stark/bare/unequivocal fact/statement
a(n) plain/simple/unequivocal answer

Example Bank:
* It is all very plain to me.

» She looked very plain and dowdy.

* The dress was absolutely plain, but quite stunning.

* The food was fairly plain, but well cooked.

* They made it plain that they were against the idea.

» Within weeks, it became perfectly plain that we were in the grip of a tyrant.

* a plain white shirt

* a rather plain woman

* As a child she was rather plain.

* Do you want plain or lined paper?

* He made it very plain that he wanted us to leave

» He prided himself on being a plain, honest man with no nonsense about him.

* He was a plain, straightforward sort of man.

* He's a politician with a reputation for plain speaking.

* Her intentions were plain enough.

* | preferplain, simple things.

* It doesn't require special skills, just plain common sense.

* It was plain to us that they had left fairly recently.

* Let's be plain about this: we will need to make some difficult choices.

« Patterned carpet shows the dirt less than a plain colour.

» Teachers should encourage students to write in plain English.

» The facts were plain to see.

» The plain fact is that nobody really knows.

 The situation thrives on half-truths and plain ignorance.

* a range of plain and printed linens

* plain food/cooking

* plain yogurt
Idioms: tin plain English = !plain as a pikestaff = tplain as day = fplain as the nose on your face = tplain sailing
Derived Word !plainness

noun (also plains plural)
a large area of flat land
* the flat coastal plain of Thassos
* the Great Plains
see also 'floodplain

Word Origin:
Middle English: from Old French plain, from Latin planus, from a base meaning ‘flat’.

Thesaurus:
plain noun C
« the flat coastal plain of the Yucatan peninsular
grassland ¢ - plateau ° * lowland ¢ « prairie * - savannah - * steppe * *+ pampas °
on the plains/grasslands/plateau/prairie/savannah’steppes/pampas
the open plain/grasslands/plateau/prairie/savannah
the rolling plain/grasslands/plateau/prairie

Example Bank:
 Cattle move freely across the grassy plain.

 Herds of buffalo roamed these plains.

* Nothing grew on the plain.

» The horses galloped across the open plains.

« fertile plains suitable for farming

» miles of rolling plain, made fertile by the river

« the Olduvai Gorge in the vast plain of Tanzania

 Millions of buffaloused to roam freely across the Great Plains.
» To the east lies the flat coastal plain of the Yucatan peninsula.

adverb(informal) used to emphasize how bad, stupid, etc. sth is
* plain stupid/wrong

Word Origin:



Middle English: from Old French plain, from Latin planus, from a base meaning ‘flat’.

See also: !clear sailing

plain Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)

l. plain ' S2 W3 /plex/ BrE =~ AmE = adjective

[Date: ; Language: ; Origin: flat, level, clear]
1. CLEAR very clear, and easy to understand or recognize SYN obvious
it is plain (that)
° It was plain that Giles was not going to agree.
The advantages were plain to see.
You have made your feelings plain enough.
Let me make it plain (=state it clearly). We do not want you here.
make yourself plain (=make what you are saying clear)
° Ifyou do that again you will be severely punished. Do | make myself plain?
as plain as day/the nose on your face (=very clear)
2. in plain English/language in clear and simple words, without using technical language:
° The document, written in plain English, tells you about your new policy.
3. SIMPLE without anything added or without decoration SYN simple:
° aplain white blouse

"

a plain wooden table

“ plain yoghurt
°  aplain gold wedding ring
° Your essay should be written on plain paper (=paper with no lines on it).
4. HONEST showing clearly and honestly what is true or what you think about something SYN frank, candid:
Let’'s have some plain, truthful answers.
| don’t know, and that’s the plain truth.
The plain fact is people still buy books.
5. EMPHASIS [only before noun] spoken used to emphasize that a particular type of behaviour, attitude etc is involved,usually a
bad one:
° His motive was plain greed.
When you told him his house was too cold that was just plain bad manners.
6. NOT BEAUTIFUL not beautiful or attractive — often used because you want to avoid saying this directly:
Mrs Cookson was a rather plain woman.
plain Jane (=used to talk about a woman who is not beautiful)
7. in plain clothes police officers in plain clothes are not wearing uniform = !plain-clothes
8. (just) plain Mr/Mrs etc spoken used to show that someone does not have or use a special title:
| don’t call him Uncle — just plain Bill.
9. be plain sailing to be very easy to do or achieve:
° Ifyou can answer the first question, the rest of the test should be plain sailing.
10. in plain sight American English if something is in plain sight, it is easy to see or notice, especially when it should be hidden:
°  Don't leave your valuables in plain sight.
—plainness noun [uncountable]
THESAURUS
= plain without anything added, or without decoration: a plain shirt | The fireplace was plain apart from a small design at the top.
= simple not having a lot of decoration or unnecessary things, but attractive: She was wearing a simple black dress. | The
accommodation is simple but clean.
= austere very plain and with very little decoration, or very little in it — used about a room or place that does not make you feel
welcome: He dreaded havingdinner in that austere dining room. | The building was grey and a little austere. | the austere beauty
and grandeur of mountain scenery
= spartan plain and without anything that would make life easier or more comfortable — used especially about rooms, conditions,
or ways of living: Her apartment is quite spartan. | They had a very spartan life.
= stark very plain in a surprising way, with very little colour or decoration — used about rooms and places: Sam sat looking at the
stark white walls. | It is a landscape of stark beauty.
= bare empty, or not covered by any decorations: Her office seemed very bare now that her desk had gone. | He was tired of
looking at the bare walls of his prison cell.

.plain2BrE = AmE = noun

1. (also plains) [countable] a large area of flat dry land = prairie :
°  Thegrassy plain gaveway to an extensive swamp.
the vast plains of central China
2. [uncountable] the ordinary stitch in tknitting
COLLOCATIONS
Madjectives
= the open plain(s) On the open plains of east Africa are zebras, antelopes, and gazelles.
= the vast/great plain(s) Beyond lay the vast plains of the Central Valley.
= a flat plain Here a group of small hills rises unexpectedly out of the flat plain.
= a grassy plain The villageis situated on the high grassy plains at the foot of the Sierra.



= a fertile plain The rains washed soil down to create fertile plains.
ll. plain3BrE~  AmE = adverb
informal used to emphasize an adjective, usually one referringto a bad quality:
It's just plain crazy to spend all your pay as soon as you get it.
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