confusion Apresyan (En-Ru)
[ken’fju:z(e)n] n
1. cMmyLeHne, 3ameLLaTensCTBO
to put smb. to confusion - npuBecTu KOro-n. B 3amMeLlaTenscTBO
this eventthrew the household into utter confusion - 3To cobbITMe NpMBENO B CMSITEHNE BECH AOM
2. 1) 6ecnopsgok
to leave one's papers in confusion - octaBuTe 6ymaru B 6ecnopsigke
2) nytaHuua, Hepa3bepuxa;, cmeLLeHne
confusion of thoughts [ideas] - nyTaHuua meicnen [ngen]
confusion of sounds - cmeLleHne 3BYyKOB
he remained calm in the confusion of battle - oH coxpaHsin cnokoncTere B xaoce GuTBbI
3) HegopasymeHue
there was some confusion about tickets - nponsoLwno HegopasymeHue ¢ Gunetamy; KTo-To nepenyTan unethbl
3. rcuxon. KpanHee BOMHEHWE, NoTeps OpueHTaumy YacTu4Hoe 3aTeMHeHNe CO3HaHUS
4. obiecTBeHHble 6ecnopaakv, BONHEHMS
5. (the Confusion) 6ubn. cmeweHmne a3bikoB (M. the confusion of tongues)
¢ confusion worse confounded - cnnolHas Hepa3bepuxa, NoMHbINA Xaoc

confusion Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
con-fu-sion [confusion confusions) BrE [ken'fiul [N NAmE [ken'fju [ ]n
1. uncountable, countable ~ (about/over sth) | ~ (as to sth) a state of not being certain about what is happening, what you should do,
what sth means, etc
» Thereis some confusion about what the correct procedure should be.
+ a confusion as to what to do next
2. uncountable, countable ~ (between A and B) the fact of making a mistake about who sb is or what sth is
» To avoid confusion, please write the children's names clearly on all their school clothes.
« confusion between letters of the alphabet like ‘0’ or ‘a’
3. uncountable a feeling of embarrassment when you do not understand sth and are not sure what to do in a situation
* He looked at me in confusion and did not answer the question.
» Sacha felt confusion sweeping overher as she read the letter.
4. uncountable a confused situation in which people do not know what action to take
* Fighting had broken out and all was chaos and confusion.
* Her unexpected arrival threw us into total confusion.

Word Origin:
Middle English: from Latin confusio(n-), from the verb confundere ‘mingle together’.

Thesaurus:
confusion
1. U, C
* There was confusion as to what to do next.
uncertainty ¢ « doubt
confusion/uncertainty/doubt over/about/as to sth
clear up/dispel confusion/uncertainty/doubt
2.U
» Smoke bombs created confusion and panic.
chaos * - havoc * * mayhem -+ pandemonium + + commotion * - mess * |informal shambles -+
in (the) confusion/chaos/the mayhem/pandemonium/the commotion/a mess/a shambles
(a) complete /total confusion/chaos/mayhem/pandemonium/mess/shambles
cause confusion/chaos/havodmayhem/pandemonium/a commotion/a mess
Chaos or confusion? Chaos generally describes a total lack of orderin a system or situation; confusion is mainly used when
a group of people don't know what to do.

Example Bank:
» Confusion reigned when the two managers gave conflicting instructions.

* His expression was one of pure confusion.

* | could sense her confusion and frustration.

* | kept my ex-husband's last name to preventconfusion.

* In the confusion that followed, she managed to slip away unnoticed.

» She stared at them both in utter confusion.

* The announcement caused a lot of confusion among the students.

» The governmentneeds to clear up the confusion surrounding its policy on water.
» The local council has been thrown into total confusion by her resignation.
* There has been considerable confusion regarding the facts of her death.
» Thereis widespread confusion about the government's health policy.

» They are very hard to tell apart, so the confusion is understandable.

* This latest decision has only added to the general confusion.

» To avoid confusion, label each box clearly.

 a few key tips to help you avoid any confusion



» confusion as to the whereabouts of the man

* confusion between letters of the alphabet

* medication labels that minimize confusion

« the confusion of this book with her last one

» He managed to escape in the confusion.

* His cross caused confusion in the penalty box.

* The protesters set off smoke bombs to create confusion and panic.
» There was a confusion as to what to do next.

confusion Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
con'fulsion S3 W3 /ken'fju-ien/ BrE ~ AmE =~ noun
[Word Family: adverlr 'confusedly, ‘confusingly; adjective: 'confused, 'confusing; verti tconfuse; noun: tconfusion]
1. [uncountable and countable] when you do not understand what is happening or what something means because it is not clear
confusion about/overas to
There was some confusion as to whether we had won or lost.
create/lead to confusion
The diversionled to considerable confusion.
2. [uncountable and countable] a situation in which someone wrongly thinks that a person or thing is someone or something else:
°  To avoid confusion, the teams wore different colours.
confusion between
Thereis a confusion in the public mind between psychology and psychiatry.
3. [uncountable] a feeling of not being able to think clearly about what you should say or do, especially in an embarrassing situation:
* His confusion at meeting her there was quite apparent.
in confusion
° Matt stared at her in confusion.
4. [uncountable and countable] a very confusing situation, that usually has a lot of noise and action, so that it is difficult for someone
to understand it or control it SYN chaos:
°  ascene of indescribable confusion
confusion of
° Therewas a confusion of shouts and orders as the ship preparedto depart.

COLLOCATIONS

Bverbs
= cause/create confusion English spelling often causes confusion for learners.
- lead to/result in confusion The differinginstructions led to confusion.
= add to the confusion (=make something more confusing) There were a lot of rumours, which added to the confusion.
= throw/plunge somebody into confusion The unexpected news threw us all into confusion.
= clear up the confusion (=explain something more clearly) The chairman said that he would try to clear up the confusion.
= confusion arises (=begins) The confusion arose because of a complete misunderstanding.

Madjectives
= great confusion \We looked at each other in great confusion.
= complete /total/utter confusion Candy's eyes showed her total confusion.
= considerable confusion The movie jumps backwards and forwards in time, which causes considerable confusion.
= general confusion There was general confusion about the effects of the new law.
= mental confusion Vlental confusion is one of the symptoms of the disease.

Mphrases
- a state of confusion People were in a state of confusion and close to panic.
= (in order) to avoid confusion Doctors should explain their instructions to patients carefully, to avoid any confusion.
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