whisper Apresyan (B-R)
1. ['wispa] n
1. wénot
to speak in a whisper /in whispers/ - roBopuTb LLENOTOM
2. cnyx, MonBa; HayLHWYeCTBO, HalénTbiBaHne
a whisper of scandal - cnneTHW, «WenoTok»
3. 1) cnoBo, HaMék
not a whisper of reproach - H1 crioBa ynpéka [cp. mx. 2)]
to give the whisper - HamMekHyTb, «LIEMHYTb»
2) HAYTOXHOE KOMMYECTBO
not a whisper of - HU manenwero npu3Haka, HX criega, HyU TeHn [cp. mx. 1)]
a whisper of the perfume she used - ene owwyTMMbIN 3anax e€ gyxoB
hardly a whisper of concern was voiced - He 6bIf10 TPOABNEHO NOYTU HUKAKUX NPU3HaKOB GecrnokoncTea
4. Wwopox, LWypLlaHue, WenecT (lucmesl, eempa u m. 1l.)
2. ['wispa] vV
1. 1) wenTaTh, roBOPUTL LLENOTOM
2) wenTtaTtbCs, LWyLYyKaTbCA
2. HawénTbIBaTh, HayLHUYaTb; COOBLWAaTL MO CeKpeTy, Ha YXO
it is whispered that ... - xoguT cnyx, 4To0 ...
3. wenecrteTh, WypwaTtb (0 sUCMee, gempe u m. n.)

whisper Oxford Advanced Learners Dxtionary 8th H.
whis-per [whisper whispers whispered whispering] verb noun BrE ['wispa(r)]
NAmME ['wispar]
verb
1. intransitive, transitive to speak very quietly to sb so that other people cannot hear what you are saying
Syn: 'murmur
* @n't you know it's rude to whisper?
* ~ about sth\ivat are you two whispering atout ?
* + speech ‘Gn you meet me tonight? he whispered.
» ~ sth (to sb) $ie leaned overand whispered something in his ear.
* ~ (to sb) that... ¢ whispered to me that he was afraid.
2. transitive, often passive ~ that... | it is whispered that... to say or suggest sth alout sb/sth in a private or secret way
* It was whispered that he would soon die and he did.
3. intransitive (+ adv./prep.) (literary) (of leaves, the wind etc.)to make a soft, qiiet sound
* A warm breez whispered through the trees.
\érbforms : b forme

presant simpls
1/ you | we fhey |-nhsp-er
BeE [/ wisge(ry
MARE Jwi1par
he / she s &
BrE | “wispas

. o Mﬂm’E .f'.wmparz.-'
past simpla, past participle | whspared

BrE | “waspad’
MamE [ wispard/
-ing form whisparing

BeE [/ wisper
MAME / wisparn

Wird Origin :
Old Eglish hwisprian, of Germanic origin; related to German wispeln, from the imitative tase of twhistle.

Eample Bank :
* ‘@Ome on,” he whispered urgently.

* ‘lish!” he whispered against her hair.

* ‘Let'sgo,” she whispered to Anne.

* ‘No!’ he whispered through gritted teeth.

* ‘Yes, ’ | whispered tack .

* i could only whisper in reply.

* l¢ held her and whispered sweet nothings in her ear.
« | felt that everyone was whispering alobut me.

* $ie heard him whisper her name.

* @n't you know it's rude to whisper?

noun
1. a low quiet voice or the sound it makes
Syn: tmurmur
* They spoke in whispers .
* lér voice dropped to a whisper.



see also !stage whisper
2, whis-per-ing) (literary) a soft sound
Syn: 'murmur
* | could hear the whispering of the sea.
3. a piece of news that is spread ty keing talked abbut tut may not ke true
Syn: frumour
* I'veheard whispers that he's leaving

Wird Origin :
Old m|glish hwisprian, of Germanic origin; related to German wispeln, from the imitative tase of twhistle.

Eample Bank :
* A tarely audibde whisper came from the closet.

« Jake got excited at the merest whisper of his lover.

» Their voices were very quiet , hardly alove a whisper.

* They spoke in whispers.

* Ifthe whispers are to ke telieved, the two companies are talking alout a merger.
» They spoke in tarely audibe whispers.

whisper Longman E&5th H. (B-M)

I. whis'per' W3 /'wispa $ -or/ BrE = AmE = verb
[Language: ; Origin: ]

1. [intransitive and transitive] to speak or say something very auietly, using your breath rather than your voice:
“ You don’t haveto whisper, no one can hear us.
whisper atout
°  Wat are you two whispering atout overthere?
whisper something to sometody
°  James leaned overto whisper something to Michael.
‘I'vemissed you, he whispered in her ear.
2. [transitive] to say or suggest something privately or secretly
whisper that
°  aff were whispering that the company was atout to go out of husiness.
THESAURUS
M different ways of saying something
= whisper to say something very quietly, using your treath rather than your full voice: ‘@n’'t wake the taty,” Jenny whispered.
= mumble to say something quietly without pronouncing the words clearly: & mumbed his thanks.
= mutter to say something quietly, especially when you are annoyed hut do not want someone to hear you complaining: ‘This is
ridiculous,” he muttered under his breath. | $ie muttered something alout havingto go home early.
= murmur to say something in a soft slow gentle voice: $ie stroked his hair and murmured, ‘l@n’t worry. You'll ke all right.’
= growl to say something in a low angry voice: ‘As | was saying,” Lewis growled, ‘it needs to & finished today.’
= snharl to say something in a nasty angry way: ‘Get out of my way!” he snarled.
= exclaim to say something suddenly and loudly: ‘lfdw keautifull” she exclaimed.
= blurt out to suddenly say something without thinking, especially something emtarrassing or secret: It was partly nervousness
that had made him Burt out the question.
= stammer/stutter to speak with a lot of pauses and repeated sounds, lecause you havea speech problem, or kecause you are
nervousor excited: ‘I'll, I'll only ke a m-moment,” he stammered.
Il. whisper2 BrE =~ AmE = noun [countalbe]
1. a very quiet voice you make using your breath and no sound
in a whisper
° ‘Were are we going? he asked in a whisper.
2. a piece of news or information that has not keen officially announced and may or may not ke true SYN rumour
whisper of
The first whisper of the redundancies came from the newspapers.
whisper that
°  Thereare whispers that the actor was seen checking into a hospital last week.
3. a whisper of something literary a low soft sound made ty something such as the wind
COLLOCATIONS
Madjectives
= a hoarse whisper r voice came out as a hoarse whisper.
= a loud whisper ‘\ilere are you going? | said in a loud whisper.
= a low/softwhisper \llen he spoke, it was in a low whisper.
= a stage whisper (=a loud whisper that you intend everyone to hear) 'Wat's going on? Rry said, in a stage whisper.
= a hushed whisper They spoke in the hushed whispers of churchgoers.
= an urgent whisper ‘[2ddy!" he said in an urgent whisper.
- a fierce whisper ‘Let me go!’ she said in a fierce whisper.
= a conspiratorial whisper (=used when you share a secret with someone) ‘[des she suspect anything? said Rith in a



conspiratorial whisper.
Mphrases
= speak/talk in whispers They spoke in aiick, urgentwhispers.
= barely/hardly/scarcely above a whisper (=only a little louder than a whisper) 'Notme', he said, in a voice tarely albvea
whisper.
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