play Apresyan (En-Ru)
1. [plel] n
1. 1) vrpa; 3abaBa
boy's plays - manbumwieckme unrpsbl
equestrian plays - cropm. KOHHbIe Urpbl
actual play - cropm. urpa co c4éTom (04KoB) /Ha cuéT/
loose play - cnopm. cBobogHas urpa (6e3 cuéma) [cm. mx. 4)]
to be at play - urpatb
to bring the ball into play - cropm. BBectu ms4 B Urpy
children are fond of play - neTv no6aT nrpsl /3ab6asbl/
in play! - cnopm. B urpel!
out of play - cmopm. BHe urpbl! [em. mx. 9]
the ball is in [out of] play - cropm. ms4 B urpe [BHe vrpbl]
2) cnopm. maHepa, CTUMb Urpbl, Urpa
fair play - urpa no npasunawm, YectHas urpa
foul play - nrpa ¢ HapyweHnem npasun, rpybas urpa [cm. mx. 9,2)]
fine [brilliant, rough] play - kpacvBas [bnecTalas, rpybas] urpa
to win a match by good play - BeivrpaTe Maty 6narogaps XxopoLuen urpe
to see that fair play is observed- cnegnTb 3a cobnogeHvem npasun
3) cnopm. koMBuHauusa
tip-off play - komBuHauus, HauMHatoLasacs HavanbHbIM BPOCKOM
make plays - pasbirpbiBaTb KOMOMHaUUN
4) ciopm. 6opbba; Gown
loose play - y4ebHO-TpeHUpoBOUHbINGON [cM. mx. 1)]
2. azapTHasurpa
high play - kpynHas vrpa
low play - urpa no maneHbkomn
to lose money at play - npourpbiBaTb A€HbMM (B KapThbl)
the play runs high - ngét kpynHas vrpa
3. 1) wyTka
in play - B WyTKy
out of mere play - pagu WwyTKkn, B LLYTKY
to do [to say] smth. in play - coenaTtbe [cka3aTb] YTO-N. B LUYTKY
he answered part in earnest and part in play - oH oTBeTUNNONYLWYTH, NONYyCEPLE3HO
I am not in the humour /mood/ for play - 1 He HamepeH WyTnTb
2) kanambyp
play on words - urpa cnos, kanamoyp
play upon the meaning of the word - oGbIrpbiBaHME 3Ha4YeHNs crioBa
4. 1) nbeca, gpama
the plays of Shakespeare - nbecol LLekcnupa
2) npeacTaBneHue, CnekTaknb
broadcast play - pagrnonoctaHoBka
to give a play - paBaTb npeacTtasneHune /noecy/
to go to the play - ngtn B Teatp
5. BnageHue, ymeHvne obpallatbCs (C opyxXueMm, UHCMPYMEeHmMOM U m. I1.)
sword play - BnageHve meyom
to make play with one's stick - BepTeTb (CBOIO) TPOCTb, UrpaTb TPOCTLIO
his play was very correct, and his parries neat - oH o4eHb TOBKO Bnagen wnarom n TO4HO napupoBan
6. OBMXeHue
child full of play - »xwuBoW /pe3Bbiii, NOABMKHbLIA/ pebEHOK
play of muscles - urpa mbiwy,
7. nepenuBbl, Urpa
play of sunlight upon leaves [upon water] - nrpa conHeuHbIx 65IMKOB Ha NUCTbAX [Ha BoAE]
iridescent play of colours - pagyxHble nepenuBbl Kpacok
play of the waves - nrpa /nneck/ BosH
the play of the diamond - nrpa 6punnuaxTa
the play of expression in smb.'s face - cmeHa Bblpa)eHuI Ha YbEM-I. NnLe
8. ceobopa, npoctop
to give /to allow/ free play to one's fancy [one's emotion] - gaTe npocTop /Bonto/ (CBoemy) BoobpaxxeHuto [4yBCTBY ]
he gavefree play to his faculties - ero cnoco6HOCTM NOMHOCTLIO PacKpPbINMCh
give the rope more /let the rope have some/ play! - He HaTsrmeal Bepéaky!
the (lively) play of fancy [of mind] - (kuBas) nrpa BoobpaxxeHus [yma]
9. 1) pencreue, 0eATENBHOCTb
in full play - B gericteuu, B pasrape
out of play - B 6e3gevicteun [em. mx. 1, 1)]
to come into play - Ha4yaTb gencreoBaTb
to bring /to call, to put/ into play - npuBoAnTL B AENCTBME, NyCcKaTb B XOf,
to bring the guns into play - nycTuTb B X04 NyLLK®
2) pencTBus, noBeneHune (8 Kkakol-n. cumyauyuu); nrpa



double play - aBoriHas urpa
fair play - a) urpa no npasunam; 6) YecTHast Urpa; YeCTHOCTbL; CNPaBeaSIMBOCTb
foul play - a) HeyecTHas urpa; 6) nognoe noBeneHne; obMaH; XynbHUYecTBo [cM. mx. 1, 2)]
to rule out foul play - CKNIOYNTL BOZMOXHOCTb rpy0OO0I Urpbl LU XyrnbHUYECTBa
10. mk. sing xop, odepeab, nogava (8 uzspe)
it's your play - Baww xop
11. duarn.
1) 3abacToBka
2) KaHWKynbl, cBOOOAHOE OT 3aHATMI BpEMS
12. yxaxuBaHue; cBagebHbIn TaHel (y camyos)
13. npourpbiBaHWe (m1acmuHKU)
the record got scratched after a few plays - Ha nnacTnHke NOSBUNUCH LlapanuHbl Nocrne TOro, Kak e€ HeCKONbKO pas npourpanmu
14. «npecca», ocBelleHne B npecce
the birth of the baby elephant got a big play - Bce raseTbl coobLianv o0 poXxaeHun CrioHEHKa
15. mex.
1) 3a3op
2) urpa, nodT, cBOOOAHLIV XO4; LWaTaHue (Yacmu mexaHu3ma, rpubopa)
admissible /permissible/ play - gonyctumbin niodt/xoq, 3asop/
16. asm. GonTaHka
¢ child's play - nycTsk, epyHaa; «AeTCKUe UTPYLLIKA »
as good as a play - oueHb 3a6aBHO /MHTEPECHA
gallery play - cTpemneHune Kk AelwéBON NONynsApHOCTY, «paboTaHa nyonuky »
grandstand play - BbICTynneHue, paccuymtaHHoe Ha addeKT
to keep /to hold/ smb. in play - a) 3aBanuTb KOoro-n. paboTon, He AaBaTb KOMY-M. Nepeabillku; 6) crropm. AepXaTb NPOTUBHUKA B
HanpshKeHUy, He faBaTb NPOTUBHUKY NepebILLKU
to make play (with) - a) cn. gewvictBoBaTh; making play with both hands - genctBys o6enmu pykamu; 6) crnropm. gepxatb
NPOTUBHMKA B HANPSXKEHUY;, HE AaBaTb NPOTUBHUKY NepeabILLKL; B) CrIOpmM. HAaHOCUTb CUIbHbIE U TOYHbIE Yaaphbl; I) 4eNCTBOBaTb
SHEPrnYHo; A) nobmBaThCA pe3ynbTaTos €) 3a0CTPATb BHUMaHUE; obbIrpbiBath (hakm, ums u m. n.)
she made great play with his disappointed expectations - oHa BBOMO nomnsgeBanach Haj ero HecObIBLUMMUCS HaeXaamu
to make a play for - a) nycTuTb B X0 CBOU Yapbl, 04apoBbIBaTh;, ) caenaTe BCE BO3MOXHOE, YTOObI JOOUTHCS CBOETO; B) yXaXunBaTb
all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy - nocn. = [xek B gpyx6e ¢ genom, B ccope ¢ 6e3genbem - 6egHsira [Ikek He 3HaKoM
C BECENbeM
turn about is fair play - nocn. Be3&t 1 He Be3ET BCeM Mo oyepean
2. [plel] v
1. 1) urpatb, pe3BuTbCS, 3abaBnNATLCA
to play with a child [a doll] - urpaTb ¢ peb&HKoM [C KyKnoW]
my daughter will play by herself for hours - mos gouka mMoxeT yacamu nrpatb ogHa
2) cbirpaTh LWYTKY; pasbirpaTtb
to play a joke /a prank/ on smb. - nogwyTnTe Hag Kem-1.
he played a practical joke on us - OH 34OpOBO NOALLYTWI Hag HaMK
3) (with) wyTnTb; AypaunTbCA
to play with fire [with one's health] - wyTnTL ¢ OrHéEM [CO 3A0pOBLEM]
| recommend you not to play with the captain - coBeTyto Bam He WYTUTb C KAaNnUTaHOM
4) kanambypuTb, 0ObIrpLIBaTL 3HA4YEHME COBa
to play upon words - kanambypuTb
5) noctynaTtb, BeCT ceb5 NerkoMbICrIeHHO
6) (with) donupToBaTk yxaxmBaTtb, 3aBOAUTL JTIOOOBHYIO UHTPUKKY
7) ascmparn. pase. pasbirpblBaTb
2. vrpaTb (80 4mo-/1. ), yHacTBOBaTb B Urpe
to play (at) tennis [hockey, chess, cards] - urpaTe B TEHHUC [B XOKKEN, B LUaXmaThbl, B KapTbl]
to play a game of tennis - cbirpaTb napTuo B TEHHUC
to play for championship - yyactsoBaTb B YemnuoHarte
to play smb. for championship - urpatb ¢ kem-n. 3a 3BaH1e YemnmoHa
to play smb. at chess - urpatb ¢ kKem-n. B Lwaxmarbl
to play school - urpaTb knaccuyeckm
to play right back [goalkeeper] - nrpatb NnpaBbiM 3aWUTHUKOM [BpaTapém|
to play at robbers [at hide-and-seek] - nrpatb B pazbonHukm [B npaTky]
to play at shopkeeping - urpate B marasuH
to play politics - BeCcT nonnTuyeckyto nrpy
to play over- nepeuvrpaTs, cbirpaTb CHOBa
3. 1) @enatb xo4, 6pocok u m. m.; XoguTb (Kapmod, wawkod u m. I.)
to play a pawn - nonTtu neLkomn
to play white [black] - waxm. vrpaTe 6enbiMu [Y€pHbIMY]
to play a stroke - coenatb ygap
to play one's ball into the pocket - nocnatb wap B nysy
play! - urpato! (ocknuyaHue nodarouje2o 8 meHHuUcCe)
play your cards carefully - kapm. xoau oCTOPOXHO
he played the card reluctantly - oH HeoxoTHO 6Gpocun kapTy
2) criopm. oTOMBaTh NogaBaTtb MsY



3) ncnonb3oBaThb B UrPe, BbICTABNATh, 3aABNSATb (U2poKa)
the team were playing three reserves - komaHga ncnonb3oBasna TPEX 3anacHbIX UTPOKOB
4) BBOOUTb B Urpy (Ugpoka)
4. 1) NpUTBOPATLCS, NPUKNObIBATLCS
to play the fool /the idiot/ - BanaTe Aypaka
to play the host - pasbirpeiBaTth (M3 cebs) xo3siMHa
to play the great man - cTponTb /KOpUNTL/ 13 cebA BENMKOro Yenoseka
he is merely playing business - OH NuLb NPUTBOPAETCS, YTO 3aHAT 4ENOM
2) noctynaTb, 4EeNCTBOBATb (KakuM-/.. 06pa3om)
to play the man - noctynatb, kak nogo6aeTt Myx4mHe
to play safe - pencreoBaTb HaBepHsKa
to play fair - noctynatb 4ecTHO
to play foul /foully/ - a) nocTynatb HEYECTHO, XynbHMYaTh; 6) NpegaBaTb
to play on a hunch - gencteoBaTb N0 NHTYULMUK
to play smb. false, to play false with smb. - apx. o6maHbIBaTE NOABOAWTL, MpeaaBaTh KOro-i.
if my memory does not play me false - ecnu mHe He U3MeHAEeT NnamATb
to play it cool - amep. BecTu cebsi CMOKOMHO, HE CYETUTLCS; HE TEPSATL FONOBbI; COXPaHSATH CMIOKONCTBUE /AOCTONHCTBO; HE
NposiBNATL 3MOLUM
to play hard - amep. noctynate /BecTu cebs/ HEYECTHO UTU KECTOKO; ObiTb HEpa3bopUMBLIM B CPeACTBAxX
3) cTpaBnuBaTh HaTpaBnuBaTe(06b/KH. play off)
to play off one person against another - HaTpaBnMBaTLOAHOIO Ha Apyroro
4) paccmaTpuBaTtb
to play with a new idea - paccmoTpeTb HOBYHO MbICIb /uaeto/
5. noaxoauTb ANs urpbl
the lawn /the ground/ plays well - cnopTuBHas nnowagka B XopoLem COCTOSHUM
the piano plays well - y aToro posns xopoLwunin 3BykK
the piece plays well - aTa nbeca o4eHb My3bikanbHa
6. 1) urpaTb B a3apTHbIE UrPbl; ObITb UTPOKOM
to play for money - urpatb Ha geHbIM
to play high [low], to play for high [for low] stakes - nrpaTe no 60nbLUO [NO ManeHbKOW]
2) urpaTb Ha ToTanusaTopeusiu Ha ckadkax (mxx. to play horses)
3) Aenatb CTaBKW, CTaBUTb
to play 5 dollars - noctasuTtb 5 gonnapos
4) vrpatb (Ha 6upxe)
7. 1) NCNONHATL (My3blKasbHOE rpou3dsedeHue u m. r.); urpatb
to play a piece - cbirpatb My3blKasibHYO Mbecy
to play a symphony - ncrnonHuTs cMMOoHUIO
to play by ear - nogbvpaTtb Menoauo Ha cnyx [cp. mx. ¢ |
2) ncnonHATk, Urpath ponb (M. to play a part)
to play Hamlet - nrpate (ponb) NamneTta
3) cHMmaTbes (8 pusibMe ); yHacTBOBaTb, UrpaTh (8 criekmakiie)
to play in a film - yqyactBoBaTh /vrpaTe/ B hunbme
8. 1) vrpatb (Ha My3bIKaslbHOM UHCMpPyMeHme)
to play the piano [the violin, the flute] - urpate Ha posane [Ha ckpunke, Ha nenTd
2) urpaTb (0 My3bIKe unu My3. UHCmpyMeHme)
the organ was playing - nrpan opraH
just then the music began to play - B 3T0T MOMeHT 3aurpana mysbika
3) conpoBoXaaTb My3bIKON
the band played them out of town - oHM yxoannu 13 ropoga nog 3ByKU opkecTpa
the organist was playing the congregation out - opraHucT 3aurparn, 1 npuxoxaHe cTanu BbIXOOUTb U3 LepKBu
9. 1) faBaTb NpeacTaBNEHNE UCMONHATL NbECY
to play a tragedy - ctaBuTb Tpareguto
an old comedy is being played again - cHoBa vrparoT cTapyto KoMeamto
2) amep. racTponuposaTb
to play the larger cities - racTponupoBsaTbB KpynHbIX ropogax
3) refl, pass ncnonHaTLCA
a waltz was being played on the radio - no pagvo nepegasanu Bansc
4) peMoHCTpupoBaThb (usibM )
5) natn (Ha akpaHe, 8 meampe)
a new film is playing tonight - cerogHs Beyepom AT HOBbIN OUMbM
what's playing at the theatre? - yTo ngét B Teatpe?
6) urpatb, paboTtatb(0 paduo, mMa2HUMOGOHE, MIacmuHKe u m. rl.)
his radio is playing - y Hero paboTaeTpaano
10. urpatb (Yem-1. ); BepTeTb (YMo-/1. 8 pyKax)
to play with one's stick [with one's fan] - nrpate nankon [Beepom]
to play the ball too high - nogbpocuTb MY CAMLIKOM BbICOKO
11. (on, upon) urpatb (Ha Yém-/1. ), BOCNOMNb30BaTbCH (Yem-/1. )
to play upon smb.'s credulity [feelings] - nrpate Ha Yben-n. [OBEPUMBOCTU [UbWX-1. YYBCTBaX]
the noise played on his nerves - lwym gencresoBan eMy Ha HEPBbI



12. 1) nopxaTb, HOCUTbLCS, TaHLUeBaTb
to allow one's fancy to play round smth. - =~ gatb Bonto cBoen haHTasnu
butterflies played among the flowers - cpean LBeTOB Nopxanun 6abo4ku
the wind played in her hair - BeTep Tpenaneé Bonocol
2) nepenuBaTbCs, UrpaTb;, MenbkaTb
lightnings played in the sky - B Hebe cBepkanu MOnHUM
a smile played on her lips - Ha e€ ryGax urpana ynbibka
the searchlight began to play a dazzling ripple - 3amenbkanv ocnenuTernbHbIE BCMbILWKMA NPOXeKTopa
3) Apoxartb, TpeneTatb
a breeze played on the water - cunbHbI BeTep psabun Bogy
leaves play in the wind - nncTba TpeneLyT Ha BETPY
13. 6uTb (0 cmpye u m. .)
the fountains will play on Sunday - B BockpeceHbe 6yayT OuUTh OHTaHbI/MyCTAT hOHTaHbI
14. 1) (0bbIKH. on, upon, over) HanpaBsnATb
to play a searchlight upon a boat - HanpaBuTb Ny4 NpoXxekTopa Ha Noaky
to play a hose on a fire - HanpaBUTb Ha OroHb CTPY0 M3 BpaHacnonTa
to play guns upon the fort - 06cTpenvBaTbopTU3 NyLek
to play bullets upon smb. - o6¢cTpenuBaTbkoro-n.
2) cTpensTb
they continued playing the battery - ux 6atapes npogomkana BeCT! OrOHb
15. npMBOaAMTL B AelcTBME, NyckaTb (mx. play off)
to play a record [a tape] - noctaBuTb /npourpaTty/ NAACTUHKY [MNEHKY]
to play the record-player - BknounTb NpourpbiBaTeny NocnywaTb NacTUHKKI
the engine was played off - 3anyctnnun motop
16. mex. nmeTb NOGT, LWaTaTbCA
17. duan.
1) bacToBaTb
2) BbITb Ha KaHWKynax
18. BOOWTb, BbiBaXunBaTb (pbiOy)
19. amep. cn.
1) onekaTtb, MOKPOBUTENLCTBOBATL
2) coTpyaHuYaTh
20. npogh. nomewaTb, pacnonaratb (cmameko, homoepachuro U m. . ) Ha onpenenéHHOM MecTe (8 2azeme, XypHare)
play it on page 3 - noMecTn 370 Ha TPeTbEN CTpaHuLLE
¢ to play ball - amep. HaunHaTb
to play ball with smb., to play catch with smb. - amep. a) BecTu cebs 4eCcTHO; cOTpyaHMYaTh C keM-1.; 6) 3agabpuBaTs, ymacnueaTb
Koro-n.
to play the game - noctynaTtb YeCTHO, NOPSAAOYHO
to play a loosing game - BecTu 6e3HagéxHyo nrpy
to play a waiting game - BbkraaTh, UCNOMNb30BaTb BbKUAATENBHYIO TAKTUKY
to play a winning game - urpaTb /6uTH HaBepHska
to play games with smb. - amep. a) o6bmaHbIBaTh KOro-n., MoLleHHMYaTb; 6) HaTpaBNMBaTbLAPYr Ha Apyra
to play the dozens - amep. noHocuTb /mopounTs/ poguTenemn
to play silly buggers, to play the (giddy) goat - oypauntbcs, ngmoTHu4aTb
to play the old soldier - a) ctpouTb 13 cebs GbiBanoro Yenoseka; 6) NpUKMAbIBATECS 6OMbHBIM, HEMOLLHBIM; B) KNAHYUTL (OeHbay,
8bIMUBKY )
to play it by ear - npuHMMaTh pelLeHne Ha MecTe; AeMNCTBOBaThL /MOCTynaTh/ B 3aBUCUMOCTY OT obcToATensCTB[cp. mx. 7, 1)]
to play jackal to smb. - BbINONHATE 32 KOro-n. YEPHYO paboTy
to play one's cards well - noctynaTb yMHO; XOpPOLLO MCMOMb30BaTb (CBOM) BO3MOXHOCTU /ob6cToATENbCTBA
to play the wrong card - caenaTtb HEBEPHbIN X0,
to play for time - nbiITaTbCs BoIMrpaTh BPEMS; TAHYTbL /OTTArMBaTH BpeEMS
to play into the hands of smb. - ceirpaTb KOMy-n. Ha pyky
to play havoc/hell, the devil, the deuce, the dickens, Old Harry, the bear, the mischief/ - a) ceatb naHuky /cmyTy/; NpUYMHATL Bpes;
6) onycrowaTb, pa3opsaTb, rybutb, KOBEpKaTb, paspyLuaTb; = UCMOPTUTL BCIO My3bIKy; MepeBepHYTb BCE BBEPX AHOM
to play to the gallery - pabotaTbHa ny6nuky, nckaTtb AELIEBYO MONYNAPHOCTb
to play with edged tools - = urpatb ¢ OrHém
to play a trick on smb. - HagyTb /06MaHyTL/ KOro-n.; CKBEPHO MOCTYMUTb C KEM-T1.
to play tricks with - BMeLwiatbcs n ncnoptuTb
to play it low on smb. - nocTynnTb NO OTHOLLEHWUIO K KOMY-11. HU3KO /6ecyecTHo, noano/
to play fast and loose - gerictBoBaTb 6€30TBETCTBEHHQ ObITb HEHAOEKHBIM
to play (a good) knife and fork - ycm. ecTb ¢ anneTuTom
to play both ends against the middle - a) HaTpaBnuBaTb(aBE) conepHuyatoLLme rpynnbl APYr Ha Apyra B COOCTBEHHbLIX MHTEpecax;
©0) puckoBaTtb
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play [play plays played playing] verb, noun BrE [pler] NAmE [ple1]
verb

OF CHILDREN
1. intransitive, transitive to do things for pleasure, as children do; to enjoy yourself, rather than work



* You'll haveto play inside today.
* There'sa time to work and a time to play.
» ~ with sbisth A group of kids were playing with a ball in the street.
* | haven'tgot anybody to play with!
» ~ sth Let's play a differentgame.
2. transitive, no passive, intransitive to pretend to be or do sth for fun
» ~ sth Let's play pirates.
» ~ at doing sth They were playing at being cowboys.

TRICK
3. transitive ~ a trick/tricks (on sb) to trick sb for fun

SPORTS/GAMES

4. transitive, intransitive ~ (sth) (with/against sb) to be involvedin a game; to compete against sb in a game
- ~ sth to play football/chess/cards, etc.
» ~ sb France are playing Wales tomorrow.
+ ~ sb at sth Have you played her at squash yet?
« ~ for sb He plays for Cleveland
» ~ against sb France are playing against Wales on Saturday.
* + adv./prep. Evans played very well.

5. intransitive to take a particular position in a sports team
* + adv./prep. Who's playing on the wing?
* + noun |'veneverplayed right back before.

6. transitive ~ sb (+ adv./prep.) to include sb in a sports team
* | think we should play Matt on the wing.

7. transitive ~ sth to make contact with the ball and hit or kick it in the way mentioned
» She played the ball and ran forward
* He played a backhand volley.

8. transitive ~ sth (in chess) to move a piece in fchess, etc
» She played her bishop.

9. transitive, intransitive ~ (sth) (in card games) to put a card face upwards on the table, showing its value
* to play your ace/a trump
* He played out of turn!

MUSIC

10. transitive, intransitive ~ (sth) (on sth) to perform on a musical instrument; to perform music
* ~ (sth) to play the piano/violin/flute, etc.
* In the distance a band was playing.
+ ~ sth (on sth) He played a tune on his harmonica.
» ~ sth to sb Play that new piece to us.
» ~ sb sth Play us that new piece.

11. transitive, intransitive to make a tape, CD, etc. produce sound
+ ~ sth (for sb) Play their new CD for me, please.
» ~ (sb sth) Play me their new CD, please.
» My favouritesong was playing on the radio.
» For some reason this CD won't play.

DVD/VIDEO
12. intransitive, transitive (of a DVD or video) to start working; to make a DVD or video start working
* This DVD won't play on my computer.
 ~ sth Click below to play videos.
* Nothing happens when | try to play a DVD.
* A short videowas played to the court showing the inside of the house.

ACT/PERFORM

13. transitive ~ sth to act in a play, film/movie, etc; to act the role of sb
* The part of Elizabeth was played by Cate Blanchett.
* He had always wanted to play Othello.

14. intransitive to pretend to be sth that you are not
* + adj. | decided it was safer to play dead .
* + noun She enjoys playing the wronged wife.

15. intransitive ~ (to sb) to be performed
* A production of ‘Carmen’ was playing to packed houses.

HAVE EFFECT
16. transitive ~ a part/role (in sth) to have an effect on sth
* The media played an important part in the last election.

SITUATION



17. transitive ~ sth + adv./prep. to deal with a situation in the way mentioned
* He played the situation carefully for maximum advantage

OF LIGHT/A SMILE
18. intransitive + adv./prep. to move or appear quickly and lightly, often changing direction or shape
« Sunlight played on the surface of the lake.

OF FOUNTAIN
19. intransitive when a fountain plays, it produces a steady stream of water
» Two huge fountains were playing outside the entrance.
Rem: Most idioms containing play are at the entries for the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example play the game is at game.
Verb forms: werb firms
presant simple
1/ youn f we fhey play
BeE fpley
MAME fplay
ke e lags
BrE foeizy
MamE Sz
past simpla, past participle (played
BrE fplerdy
MamE Sfplaid/
-ing form playing
BE /pleimy
HamE fpleim’

Word Origin:
Old English pleg(i)an ‘to exercise’, plega ‘brisk movement related to Middle Dutch pleien ‘leap for joy, dance’.

Culture:
toys and games
Most young children are giventoys for their 'birthday or at 'Christmas. Many regularly spend their pocket money or allowance on
smaller toys. Popular toys include building bricks such as Lego, plastic farm animals, toy cars, model railways and dressing-up
costumes. Girls especially have dolls, and several sets of clothes to dress them in. Action Man figures are mainly for boys and
Barbie dolls for girls. Babies are givenrattles, soft cuddly toys and a fteddy bear. Action figures, small plastic models of
characters from television shows or films, are also popular. Some parents do not allow their children to have guns or other ‘violent’
toys because they do not want them to think it is fun to kill people.
Among traditional games that are still popular are marbles, which is played with small, coloured glass balls, board games such
as !snakes and ladders and 'ludo, card games such as Happy Families, and word games such as thangman. Board and card
games are played with family or friends, but children play alone with computer games or video games.
Many children collect objects, such as shells, model animals, stamps or picture cards. In the US baseball cards, cards with a
picture of a baseball player on them, are sold with bubblegum. In Britain picture cards are often given free in packets of breakfast
cereal.
Children play outside with skipping ropes, bicycles, skateboards and Rollerblades™. In playgrounds there are often swings, a
slide, a see-saw and a climbing frame (AmE jungle gym) to climb on. Traditional games played outside include hopscotch, a
game in which children hop oversquares drawn on the ground to try to pick up a stone, and tag, in which one child chases the
others until he or she catches one of them and then that child has to chase the rest.
Toys are often expensive and, evenif they can afford them, many parents are unwilling to spend a lot of money on something that
they know their children will soon get bored with. Children want toys they see advertised on television or in fcomics, or toys that
their friends already have There are sometimes crazes for toys connected with characters from a film.
Few people give up toys and games completely when they become adults. Many keep their old teddy bear for sentimental
reasons. There are now also executive toys, made specially for adults to keep on their desks. Many people play card games like
bridge and poker, and board games such as Scrabble, Monopoly, backgammon and chess.

Thesaurus:
play
1.1, T
* There'sa time to work and a time to play.
enjoy yourself < < have fun ¢ * celebrate - have a good/great time ¢ - party °  live it up
Let's play/enjoy ourselves’have fun/celebrate/have a good time/party/live it up.
2T 1

* He plays football in a local team.

compete ° * go in for sth* * enter
play/compete in a competition, etc.
play/compete against sb

3.T, 1

* Who played the part of Juliet?

* | could hear a band playing in the distance.

perform ¢ ¢ act ° do -
play/perform/do a piece



play/act a role/part

a band/musician plays/performs/does sth
Play or act? When you are talking about drama act can be used with an object (act a part) as well as without (He just can't
act.); play can only be used with an object (play a part) and is more commonly used in this way than act.

Synonyms:
entertainment

fun ¢ recreation ¢ relaxation ¢ play * pleasure « amusement
These are all words for things or activities used to entertain people when they are not working.
entertainment - films, television, music, etc. used to entertain people: = There are three bars, with live entertainment seven nights
a week.
fun - (rather informal) behaviouror activities that are not serious but come from a sense of enjoyment: = |t wasn't serious— it was
all done = in fun=. ©= We didn't mean to hurt him. It was just = a bit of fun =. <= The lottery provides= harmless fun = for millions.
recreation - (rather formal) things people do for enjoyment when they are not working: = His only form of recreation is playing
football.
relaxation - (rather formal) things people do to rest and enjoy themselves when they are not working; the ability to relax: = | go
hill-walking for relaxation.
recreation or relaxation ?
Both these words can be used for a wide range of activities, physical and mental, but relaxation is sometimes used for gentler
activities than recreation : = | play the flute in a wind band for recreation. <= | listen to music for relaxation.
play - things that people, especially children, do for enjoyment rather than as work: = the happy sounds of children = at play
pleasure - the activity of enjoying yourself, especially in contrast to working: = Are you in Paris = for business or pleasure =?
amusement ¢ the fact of being entertained by sth: = \What do you do for amusement round here?
to do sth for entertainment/fun/recreation/relaxation/pleasure/amusement
to provide entertainment/fun/recreation/relaxation/amusement

Example Bank:
» Haveyou everheard her play?

* He plays for Aston Villa.

» He plays for the Chicago Bears.

* I'm learning to play sax.

* I'veneverplayed John at tennis.

* Let's play at pirates!

» She has played in every game this season.

» She was playing cards with her mother.

* The band will be playing live in the studio.

* The little girl was playing with her toys.

» The other children wouldn't let him play.

» These guys make the team very difficult to play against.

* United are difficult to play against.

* a piece that is relatively easy to play

* learning to play the violin

* Do you want to play cards with me?

* Haveyou everplayed her at chess?

* | haven'tgot anybody to play with!

* I'veneverplayed right back before.

* Let's play a differentgame.

» The part of the Queen was played by Helen Mirren.

» There'sa time to work and a time to play.

* They play football on Saturday mornings.

* Who's playing on the wing?

* You'll haveto play inside today.
Idioms: thavea play = have money/time to play with = tin of play = tmake a play for somebody = tmake much play of something =
tplay on words = tplay with yourself = 'what is somebody playing at?
Derived tplay A offagainst B = play about = fplay along = tplay at at doing something = 'play away = tplay itself out = fplay on
= tplay on something = tplay somebody up = tplay something back = *play something down = 'play something out = tplay
something up = 'play up = !play with somebody = 'play with something

CHILDREN
1. uncountable things that people, especially children, do for pleasure rather than as work
« the happy sounds of children at play
« the importance of learning through play
* a play area

IN THEATRE
2. countable a piece of writing performed by actors in a theatre or on television or radio
« to put on (= perform) a play



* a play by Shakespeare
* a radio play
see also 'morality play, 'mystery play, tPassion play

IN SPORT

3. uncountable the playing of a game
* Rain stopped play.
* There was some excellent play in yesterday's match.
» The spectators were asked to be quiet during play.
see also ffairplay, ffoul play

4. countable (NAME) an action or move in a game
* a defensiveplay

IN ROPE
5. uncountable the possibility of free and easy movement
* We need more play in the rope.

ACTIVITY/INFLUENCE
6. uncountable the activity or operation of sth; the influence of sth on sth else
* the free play of market forces
» The financial crisis has brought new factors into play .
 Personal feelings should not come into play when you are making business decisions.

OF LIGHT/A SMILE
7. uncountable (literary) a light, quick movement that keeps changing
* the play of sunlight on water
more at call sth into play at fcall , , child's play at fchild, the state of play at state ., all work and no play (makes Jack a dull

boy) at twork

Word Origin:
Old English pleg(i)an ‘to exercise’, plega ‘brisk movement,, related to Middle Dutch pleien ‘leap for joy, dance’.

Thesaurus:
play noun
1. U
« the happy sounds of children at play
fun » - amusement - ¢« entertainment ¢ - pleasure ° ¢ recreation - ¢ relaxation -
do sth for fun/amusement/entertainment/pleasure/recreation/relaxation
2.C
* a play by Shakespeare
drama ° * comedy - * tragedy - - farce * « sketch
a play/drama/comedy/tragedy/farce/sketch about sth
perform a play/drama/sketch
see a play/drama/comedy/sketch

Example Bank:
* At close of play he had scored 38 not out.

* Children spend hours at play.

* He kicked the ball out of play.

* He made several nice defensiveplays.

» He was sent off for foul play.

* | only said it in play.

* Rain stopped play 40 minutes into the match.

* The ball is still in play.

* The children always perform a nativity play every Christmas.
* The local council runs some good play schemes.

* The offensivecoordinator has called 60 running plays and 44 passes.
* The play is reviewedin most of today's papers.

* There were ten double plays completed.

» They ran 10 plays inside the 30 in the fourth quarter.

* a play about teenage runaways

« the final play of the first half

* the team's ability to execute a play

» Kate's class decided to put on a play for the school.

* The theatre was refused permission to stage the play.

* They are performing a play by Pinter.

* a children's play area



« the happy sounds of children at play

See also: 'play A off B

play Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
I. play' S1 W1 /plet/ BrE =~ AmE = verb
[Word Family: noun: tplay, tinterplay, freplay, 'player, !playfulness; verti tplay, toutplay, freplay; adjective: !playful,
tplayable; advert: tplayfully]
[Language: Old English; Origin: plegan]

1. CHILDREN [intransitive and transitive] when children play, they do things that they enjoy, often with other people or with toys:
°  Kids were playing and chasing each other.
play catch/house/tag/school etc
° Outside, the children were playing cowboys and Indians.
play with
°  Did you like to play with dolls when you were little?
Parents need to spend time just playing with their children.
2. SPORTS/GAMES
a) [intransitive and transitive] to take part or compete in a game or sport:
° Karen began playing basketball when she was six.
If you feel any pain, you shouldn’t play.
° Men were sitting in the park, playing cards.
play against
°  Bristol will play against Coventry next week.
She’s playing Helen Evans in the semi-final (=playing against her).
play for
° Moxon played for England in ten test matches.
b) [transitive] to use a particular piece, card, person etc in a game or sport:
° Harrison played a ten of spades.
The Regents played Eddie at center (=used him as a player in that position) in the game against Arizona.
c) [intransitive and transitive] to take a particular position on a team:
°  Garvey played first base for the Dodgers.
d) [transitive] to hit a ball in a particular way or to a particular place in a game or sport:
°  She played the ball low, just overthe net.

playing the guitar
MUSIC [intransitive and transitive]
to perform a piece of music on a musical instrument:

"

He’s learning to play the piano.
She played a Bach prelude.
Haden has played with many jazz greats.
A small orchestra was playing.
4. RADIO/CD ETC [intransitive and transitive] if a radio, CD etc plays, or if you play it, it produces sound, especially music:
° The bedside radio played softly.
play a record/CD/tape etc
°  DJs playing the latest house and techno tracks
5. THEATRE/FILM



a) [transitive] to perform the actions and say the words of a particular character in a theatre performance, film etc:
°  Streep plays a shy, nervouswoman.
play a role/part/character etc
° Playing a character so differentfrom herself was a challenge.
b) [intransitive] if a play or film is playing at a particular theatre, it is being performed or shown there:
‘Macbeth’ is playing at the Theatre Royal in York.
c) [transitive] if actors play a theatre, they performthere in a play
6. play a part/role to have an effect or influence on something
play a part/role in
° A good diet and fitness play a large part in helping people live longer.
7. play ball
a) to throw, kick, hit, or catch a ball as a game or activity:
Jim and Karl were playing ball in the backyard.
b) to do what someone wants you to do:
°  So far, the company has refused to play ball, preferringto remain independent.
8. PRETEND [linking verb]to behaveas if you are a particular kind of person or have a particular feeling or quality, eventhough it is
not true:
°  the accusation that scientists are playing God
Some snakes fool predators by playing dead.
‘What do you mean?’ ‘Don’t play dumb (=pretend you do not know something).'
Don’t play the innocent (=pretend you do not know about something) with me — we both know what happened.
play the idiot/the teacher etc
°  Susan felt she had to play the good wife.
He played the fool (=behaved in a silly way) at school instead of working.
9. BEHAVE [transitive always + adverb/preposition] to behavein a particular way in a situation, in order to achieve the result or effect
that you want:
* How do you want to play this meeting?
Play it safe (=avoid risks) and make sure the eggs are thoroughly cooked.
play it carefully/cool etc
*Ifyou like him, play it cool, or you might scare him off.
10. play games to hide your real feelings or wishes in order to achieve something in a clever or secret way — used to show
disapproval:
°  Stop playing games, Luke, and tell me what you want.
11. play something by ear
a) to decide what to do according to the way a situation develops, without making plans before that time:
* We'll see what the weather’s like and play it by ear.
b) if someone can play a musical instrument by ear, they can play a tune without looking at written music
12. play a joke/trick/prank on somebody to do something to someone as a joke or trick
13. play the game
a) to do things in the way you are expected to do them or in a way that is usual in a particular situation:
°  Ifyou want a promotion, you've got to play the game.
b) British English to behavein a fair and honest way
14. play the race/nationalist/environmentalist etc card to use a particular subject in politics in order to gain an advantage:
° aleaderwhois skilfully playing the nationalist card to keep power
15. play your cards right to say or do things in a situation in such a way that you gain as much as possible fromit:
° Who knows? If you play your cards right, maybe he’ll marry you.
16. play your cards close to your chest to keep secret what you are doing in a situation
17. play into sb’s hands to do what someone you are competing with wants you to do, without realizing it:
° Ifwe respond with violence, we'll be playing into their hands, givingthem an excuse for a fight.
18. play for time to try to delay something so that you have more time to prepare for it or preventit from happening:
The rebels may be playing for time while they try to get more weapons.
19. play tricks (on you) if your mind, memory, sight etc plays tricks on you, you feel confused and not sure about what is
happening:
It happened a long time ago, and my memory might be playing tricks on me.
20. play the market to risk money on the 'stock market as a way of trying to earn more money
21. play the system to use the rules of a system in a clever way, to gain advantagefor yourself:
° Accountants know how to play the tax system.
22. play second fiddle (to somebody) to be in a lower position or rank than someone else
23. play hard to get to pretend that you are not sexually interested in someone so that they will become more interested in you
24. SMILE [intransitive always + adverb/preposition] written if a smile plays about someone’s lips, they smile slightly
25. play hooky American English, play truant British English to stay away from school without permission
26. play with fire to do something that could have a very dangerous or harmful result:
°  Dating the boss’s daughteris playing with fire.
27. play to your strengthsto do what you are able to do well, rather than trying to do other things:
° ltis up to us to play to our strengths and try to control the game.
28. LIGHT [intransitive always + adverb/preposition] written if light plays on something, it shines on it and moves on it:
the sunlight playing on the water
29. WATER [intransitive] written if a fountain plays, water comes from it
30. play a hose/light on something to point a 'hose or light towards something so that water or light goes onto it




31. play the field to have sexual relationships with a lot of different people
32. play fast and loose with something to not be careful about what you do, especially by not obeying the law or a rule:
°  They played fast and loose with investors’ money.
33. play happy families British English to spend time with your family, doing normal things, especially so that your family appears
to be happy when it is not
play around (also play about British English) phrasal verb
1. to have a sexual relationship with someone who is not your usual partner
play around with
° Wasn't she playing around with another man?
It was years before | realized he’d been playing around.
2. to try doing something in differentways, to see what would be best, especially when this is fun
play around with
° Play around with the ingredients if you like.
3. to behavein a silly way or waste time, when you should be doing something more serious SYN fool around:
When the teacher wasn’t looking, we used to play about a lot.
play around with something (a/so play about with something British English) phrasal verb
to keep moving or making changes to something in your hands SYN fiddle with:
° Will you stop playing around with the remote control!
play along phrasal verb
1. to pretend to agree to do what someone wants, in order to avoid annoying them or to get an advantage:
“  She felt she had to play along or risk losing her job.
2. play somebody along British English to tell someone something that is not true because you need their help in some way
play at something phrasal verb
1. What is somebody playing at? British English spoken used when you do not understand what someone is doing or why they
are doing it, and you are surprised or annoyed:
What do you think you're playing at?
2. if you play at doing something, you do not do it properly or seriously
play at doing something
° He’s still playing at being an artist.
3. British English if children play at doctors, soldiers etc, they pretend to be doctors, soldiers etc
play at being something
°  a 14-year-old playing at being a grown woman
play something < back phrasal verb
to play something that has been recorded on a machine so that you can listen to it or watch it:
° He played back his answering machine messages.
play something <>down phrasal verb
to try to make something seem less important or less likely than it really is:
° Management has been playing down the possibility of job losses.
play down the importance/seriousness/significance of something
The White House spokeswoman sought to play down the significance of the event.
play off phrasal verb
1. British English if people or teams play off, they play the last game in a sports competition, in order to decide who is the winner:
The top two teams will play off at Twickenham for the county title.
2. play off somebody/something American English to deliberately use a fact, action, idea etc in order to make what you are
doing better or to get an advantage:
°  Thetwo musicians played off each other in a piece of inspired improvisation.
play somebody off against somebody phrasal verb
to encourage one person or group to compete or argue with another, in order to get some advantagefor yourself:
The house seller may try to play one buyer off against another, to raise the price.
play on/upon something phrasal verb
to use a feeling, fact, or idea in order to get what you want, often in an unfair way:
The ad plays on our emotions, showing a doctor holding a newborn baby.
play something < out phrasal verb
1. if an eventor situation is played out or plays itself out, it happens:
It will be interesting to see how the election plays itself out.
2. if people play out their dreams, feelings etc, they express them by pretending that a particular situation is really happening:
°  The weekend gives you a chance to play out your fantasies.
play up phrasal verb
1. play something < up to emphasize something, sometimes making it seem more important than it really is:
° Play up your strongest arguments in the opening paragraph.
2. play (somebody) up British English informal if children play up, they behavebadly:
° Jordan’s been playing up in school.
| hope the kids don’t play you up.
3. play (somebody) up British English informal to hurt you or cause problems for you:
° My knee’s been playing me up this week.
The car’s playing up again.
play up to somebody phrasal verb
to behavein a very polite or kind way to someone because you want something from them:
°  Connie always plays up to her parents when she wants money.




play with somebody/something phrasal verb
1. to keep touching something or movingit:
Stop playing with the light switch!
2. to try doing something in differentways to decide what works best:
° Play with the design onscreen, moving text and pictures until you get a pleasing arrangement.
3. to consider an idea or possibility, but not always very seriously SYN toy with:
After university, | played with the idea of teaching English in China.
4. money/time/space etc to play with money, time etc that is availableto be used:
The budget is very tight, so there isn’t much money to play with.
5. play with yourself to touch your own sex organs for pleasure SYN masturbate
6. play with words/language to use words in a clever or amusing way
Il. play2S1 W2 BrE = AmE = noun
[Word Family: noun: 'play, tinterplay, freplay, 'player, 'playfulness; verb 'play, toutplay, freplay; adjective: tplayful,
tplayable; advertr tplayfully]
[Language: ; Origin: 1
1. THEATRE [countable] a story that is written to be performed by actors, especially in a theatre:
° aplay by Chekhov
This is a major theme of Miller’'s plays.
play about
°  Edward Bond’s play about class war
2. AMUSEMENT [uncountable] things that people, especially children, do for amusement rather than as work:
°  Play is veryimportant to a child’s development.
a play area
through play
°  The program aims to teach road safety through play.
at play
© the happy shouts of children at play
3. EFFECT [uncountable] the effect or influence of something:
°  the free play of competition in the building industry
at play
° Thereare a number of factors at play (=having an effect) in the current recession.
bring/put something into play (=use something or make it have an effect)
° A complex system of muscles is broughtinto play for each body movement.
Political considerations do come into play (=have an effect) when making policy.
4. ACTION IN A GAME OR SPORT
a) [uncountable] the actions of the people who are playing a game or sport:
°  Rain stopped play after only an hour.
b) [countable] one particular action or set of actions during a game:
°  On the next play, Johnson ran 15 yards for a touchdown.
5. in play/out of play if a ball is in play or out of play, it is inside or outside the area in which the rules of the game allow you to hit,
kick, catch etc the ball:
° He kicked the ball out of play.
6. play on words a use of a word that is interesting or amusing because it can be understood as havingtwo very different meanings
SYN pun
7. play of light patterns made by light as it moves overa surface:
° the play of light on the water
8. make a play for something to make an attempt to gain something:
°  He made a play for the leadership last year.
9. make a play for somebody to try to begin a romantic or sexual relationship with someone:
° It's obvious he was making a play for her.
10. LOOSENESS [uncountable] if there is some play in something, it is loose and can be moved:
* There’s too much play in the rope.
= ffairplay, 'foul play
COLLOCATIONS
Bverbs
= write a play So far, he has written three plays.
= go to (see) a play While we were in New York, we went to a play.
= see a play I'veneverseen the play.
= watch a play Some of the audience were talking instead of watching the play.
= perform a play The play was performed by Brighton Youth Theatre.
= act/perform/appear in a play She acted in many plays on the London stage.
= be in a play (=be performing in a play) Michael is currently in a play on Broadway.
= do a play spoken (=arrange it or perform in it) Bob asked if | would do this play, and | agreed.
= put on a play (=arrange for it to be performed) The school puts on a Nativity play every Christmas.
= direct a play (=fell the actors what to do) The play is directed by Paulette Randall.
= produce/stage a play (=arrange its performance)
= rehearse a play (=practise it) \We spent weeks rehearsing the play.
= a play opens (=its performances start) The play opens in San Francisco on Wednesday for a three-week run.




= a play runs (=it continues to be performed) The play ran for five months.
= a play closes (=its performances stop) The play closes on Sunday, so don’t miss it!
BMADJECTIVES/NOUN + play
- a stage play (=a play in a theatre) | occasionally write reviews of local stage plays.
= a TViradio play (=a play written to be performed on TV /radio) This horror story would make a good radio play.
= a school play | got a small part in the school play.
= a Nativity play British English (=a play about the birth of Jesus, performed by children at Christmas) She was chosen to
play Mary in the nativity play.
ECOMMON ERRORS
» Do not say 'give a play. Say put on a play.
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