pretty
1. ['priti] n
1. npenecTb (8 0bpaujeHuUU)
my pretty! - mon munbiil; moa munas!; mosi npenecTy!
2. 1) 06bIKH. pl KpacuBasi Bellb; yKpalleHne
2) pl kpacuBas ogexpaa; ussiHoe 6enbé
3. amep. Gesgenylika; Urpylika, XopoLleHbkas BeLmLa
4. BepxHsaS (ykpalleHHasi pUcyHkamm) YacTb 6okana unu ctakaHa
5. amep. pasz. cokp. om a pretty penny [cm. penny | ¢ ]
I'd give a pretty to know that secret - a1 661 4an MHoro, 4Tob y3HaTb 3TOT CEKpeT
2. ['pniti] @
1. MUNbIY, NpenecTHbI] NpUBNEKaTenNbHbIN
pretty garden [view] - npenecTHbIicag [Bua]
2. XOPOLUEHBKUIA; CUMMATUYHBINA (0 XXeHWUHE, pebEHKe)
(as) pretty as a picture /as a painting/ - xopoLla kaKk KapTUHKa
3. NPUATHBIK, XOPOLLMIA
pretty voice - kpacuBbI /NpUATHBIA ronoc
pretty stroke - xopowwin yoap (8 kpukeme, 2onbghe u m. nl.)
pretty song [tune] - npuaTHaga/cnaBHas/ neceHka [menoaus)
he has a pretty wit - oH o4eHb /Becbma/ OCTPOYMHbIN
he writes pretty little stories - oH nuweT n3gawHble (ManeHbKkMe) pacckasbl
4. UPOH. XOPOLUEHBbKUIN, BECENEHBKUN
a pretty business! - xopowweHbkoe geno!
a pretty mess you've made of it! - Hy n kawy Bbl 3aBapunut!
this is a pretty state of affairs - HU4ero cebe nonoxexbuue!
a pretty fellow, indeed! - Heuero ckasaTb, XOpoLl rycb!
5. pase. 3HauYUTENbHbIA U3PSOHLIN
a pretty sum - kpyrrneHbkasa cymma
a pretty penny cm. penny | ¢
he made a pretty pot of money - oH 3apaboTtanynmy geHer
6. womys. xpabpblf, CUIbHbIN
3. ['priti] adv
[0BONbHO, AOCTATOYHO, B 3HAYNTENBHON CTENEHN
pretty much - oyeHb, B 3Ha4UUTESIbHOW CTEMNEHW; NOYTU
to feel pretty well - yyBcTBOBaTHL CE65 BNOMHE NPUNNYHO
that is pretty much /nearly, well/ the same thing - 310 no4Tu T0 Xe camoe
he does it pretty well [badly] - oH genaeT 370 4OBOMBHO XOPOLLO [Mr10X0]
he's pretty well tired of the whole business - emy Bcé 3T0 nopsagkom Hagoeno
you had better do it pretty quick - nydwe coenanTte 310 Nockopee

Apresyan (En-Ru)

¢ sitting pretty - a) B BbIrOAHOM MOSIOXKEHMY;, = JIOBKO YCTPOUNCS; 6) 3aKUTOYHbIV, HE HYXXAAKLWUNCA B AEHbrax

pretty
pretty [pretty prettier prettiest pretties prettied prettying] BrE
['prrti] " NAmE ['prrti] )
(with adjectives and adverbs) (rather informal)
1. to some extent; fairly
* I'm pretty sure I'll be going.
* The game was pretty good.
* It's pretty hard to explain.
* I'm going to haveto find a new apartment pretty soon.
2. very
» That performance was pretty impressive.
* Things are looking pretty good!
more at be sitting pretty at 1sit

Word Origin:

Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.

Old English preettig; related to Middle Dutch pertich ‘brisk, clever’, obsolete Dutch prettig ‘humorous, sporty’, from a West
Germanic base meaning ‘trick’. The sense development‘deceitful, cunning, clever, skilful, admirable, pleasing, nice’ has parallels

in adjectives such as canny, fine, nice, etc.

Thesaurus:
pretty (AmE informal, BrE)
* | was pretty sure I'd seen him somewhere before.
fairly « - reasonably ¢ |especially BrE quite ¢ ¢ rather

pretty/fairly/reasonably/quite/rather good/successfulhigh/large/common/confident

pretty/fairly/reasonably/quite/rather well /soon/quickly/easily

pretty/fairly/quite/rather bad/big/new /tired/dull/difficult/expensive /dangerous

Which Word?:



quite / fairly / rather / pretty
Look at these examples:
* The exam was fairly difficult.
» The exam was quite difficult.
» The exam was rather difficult.
Quite is a little stronger than fairly, and rather is a little stronger than quite. Rather is not very common in NAmE; pretty has
the same meaning and this is used in informal BrE too: = The exam was pretty difficult.
In BrE quite has two meanings: = | feel quite tired today (= fairly tired). With adjectives that describe an extreme state
(‘non-gradable’ adjectives) it means ‘completely’ or ‘absolutely’: = | feel quite exhausted. With some adjectives, both meanings are
possible. The speaker’s stress and intonation will show you which is meant: = Your essay is 'quite good (= fairly good — it could
be better); = Your essay is quite 'good (= very good, especially when this is unexpected).
In NAmE quite usually means something like ‘very’, not ‘fairly’ or ‘rather’. Pretty is used instead for this sense.

Example Bank:

* Flying those planes was pretty hard work.

* | was pretty sure I'd seen the coin before.

* | was surprised to find my French was still pretty good.

* I'm afraid we're going to haveto go pretty soon.

* It came at the end of a pretty miserable week.
Idioms: tas pretty as a picture = tnot a pretty sight = 'not just a pretty face = fpretty much = tpretty penny
Derived Words !prettily = fprettiness

pret-tier, pret-ti-est
1. (especially of a woman, or a girl) attractive without being very beautiful
* a pretty face
* a pretty little girl
* You look so pretty in that dress!
2. (of places or things) attractive and pleasant to look at or to listen to without being large, beautiful or impressive
* pretty clothes
* a pretty garden
* a pretty name
more at come to a pretty pass at Tpass o

Word Origin:

Old English preettig; related to Middle Dutch pertich ‘brisk, clever’, obsolete Dutch prettig ‘humorous, sporty’, from a West
Germanic base meaning ‘trick’. The sense development ‘deceitful, cunning, clever, skilful, admirable, pleasing, nice’ has parallels
in adjectives such as canny, fine, nice, etc.

Thesaurus:
pretty
1.
» She's a very pretty girl.
beautiful - - attractive * < good-looking ° * striking * -« handsome - |especially BrE lovely ¢ |informal gorgeous ¢ * stunning
* lespecially AmE, informal cute ¢
Opp: plain
a/an pretty/beautiful/attractive/good-looking/striking/handsome/lovely/gorgeous/stunning/cute girl/woman
a/an pretty/beautiful/attractive/good-looking/handsome/lovely/gorgeous/cute boy
alan pretty/beautiful/attractive/good-looking/striking/handsome/lovely/cute face
2,
* Lydia— what a pretty name!
beautiful - - attractive *  picturesque * * scenic * + charming ° * exquisite ¢ |especially BrE lovely -
a/an pretty/beautiful/attractive/picturesque/charming place /town/village
a/an pretty/beautiful/attractive/exquisite/lovely design
a/an pretty/beautiful/attractive/charming/exquisite/lovely voice

Synonyms:
beautiful

pretty « handsome ¢ attractive ¢ lovely « good-looking * gorgeous
These words all describe people who are pleasant to look at.
beautiful * (especially of a woman or girl) very pleasant to look at: = She looked stunningly beautiful that night.
pretty * (especially of a girl or woman) pleasant to look at: = She's got a very pretty face.
Pretty is used most often to talk about girls. When it is used to talk about a woman, it usually suggests that she is like a girl,
with small, delicate features.
handsome - (of a man) pleasant to look at; (of a woman) pleasant to look at, with large strong features rather than small delicate
ones: = He was described as * = tall, dark and handsome = ’.
attractive - (of a person) pleasant to look at, especially in a sexual way: = She's a very attractive woman.
lovely -« (of a person) beautiful; very attractive: = She looked particularly lovely that night.
When you describe sb as lovely, you are usually showing that you also have a strong feeling of affection for them.
good-looking ¢ (of a person) pleasant to look at, often in a sexual way: = She arrivedwith a very good-looking man.



gorgeous ° (informal) (of a person) extremely attractive, especially in a sexual way: = You look gorgeous!

attractive or good-looking?

If you describe sb as attractive you often also mean that they have a pleasant personality as well as being pleasant to look at;
good-looking just describes sb's physical appearance.

a(n) beautiful/pretty/handsome/attractive/lovely/good-looking/gorgeous girl/woman

a(n) beautiful/handsome/attractive/good-looking/gorgeous boy/man

a(n) beautiful/pretty/handsome/attractive/lovely/good-looking face

Example Bank:
» She's very attractive, though not conventionally pretty.

* ‘| didn't know you could play the piano.’ ‘I'm not just a pretty face, you know!
* A pretty little girl was standing in the doorway.

* Lydia— what a pretty name!

» She's got a very pretty face.

» That's a pretty flower— what's it called?

* You should have seen him in his swimming trunks— not a pretty sight!

See also: 'pretty near= tpretty nearly

pretty Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)

. pretity’ S1 W3 /'priti/ BrE = AmE =~ adverb [+ adjective/adverb] spoken

1

2

3

. fairly or more than a little:
° I'm pretty sure he'll say yes.
She still looks pretty miserable.
REGISTER
In written English, people usually avoid pretty and use fairly instead:
= The consequences of this are fairly obvious.
. very:
°  Dinner at Luigi’s sounds pretty good to me.
. pretty well /much almost completely:
° He hit the ball pretty well exactly where he wanted it.
The guard left us pretty much alone.
They're all pretty much the same.

4. pretty nearly (also pretty near American English) almost:

The shock of Pat’s death pretty near killed Roy.

= be sitting pretty at sit(9)

THESAURUS

[

1.

[=2]

= rather/quite especially British English more than a little, but less than very. British people often use these words before
adjectives in conversation. In many cases they do not intend to change the meaning — it is just something that people say: She
seemed rather unhappy. | It's rather a difficult question. | It's getting quite late. | Malaria is rather common in this area.

= fairly rather. Fairly is used in both British and American English: The test was fairly easy. | It's a fairly long way to the next
town.

= pretty spoken rather. Pretty is more informal than the other words and is used in spoken English: Her French is pretty good. |
We’re in a pretty strong position.

= reasonably to a satisfactory level or degree: He plays reasonably well. | Let's just say that | am reasonably confident we'll win.
= moderately formal more than a little, but not very: Her family was moderately wealthy. | The food was moderately good, but not
as good as the food in the other restaurants. | Use a moderately high heat. | a moderately difficult climb

= somewhat formal fairly or to a small degree. Somewhat is used especially when talking about the size or degree of
something. It is often used in comparatives: The celebrations were somewhat larger than last year’s. | He looked somewhat
irritated. | a somewhat surprising decision

. pretty2S2 W3 BrE =~ AmE  adjective (comparative prettier, superiative prettiest)

; '‘tricky’ '‘trick']
a woman or child who is pretty has a nice attractive face:
© apretty little girl
Maria looks much prettier with her hair cut short.

. something that is pretty is pleasant to look at or listen to but is not impressive:

a pretty dress
The tune is pretty.
What a pretty little garden!

. not a pretty sight very unpleasant to look at — sometimes used humorously:

After a night’s drinking, Al was not a pretty sight.

. not just a pretty face spoken used humorously to say that someone is intelligent, when people think this is surprising:

I’'m not just a pretty face, you know!

. come to a pretty pass old-fashioned used to say that a very bad situation has developed:

Things have come to a pretty pass, if you can’t say what you think without causing a fight.

. costa pretty penny old-fashioned to cost a lot of money
. pretty as a picture old-fashioned very pretty



—prettily adverb:

Charlotte sang very prettily.

—prettiness noun [uncountable]
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