prefer Apresyan (En-Ru)
[pri'f3:] v
1. NnpeanoyvTaTh OTAAaBaTb NpeanodTeHne
they preferredto die rather than surrender - oHV npegnoynu ymepeTb, HO HE COaTbCS
| prefer meat well done - 5 npegnoynTato /6onbLue NobM/ XOPOLLO NPOoXapeHHOe MSACO
if you prefer- ecnun xotute
2. npeacTaBnATh NodaBaThb; BblABUraTb
to prefera request [a complaint] - nogaTe npockby [xanoby]
to prefera charge against smb. - BblIABUHYTb 0O6BUHEHME NPOTUB KOro-11.
3. noBbIWAThL (8 YuHe); NpoasuraTh (110 criyx6e)
4. rop. NpefocTaBnATb KPeaAUTopYy NPeMMyLLeCTBEHHOE NPaBo

prefer Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
pre-fer [prefer prefers preferred preferring] BrE [pri'fs_jt = NAmE [pri'fs ]r
verb (-rr-)(not used in the progressive tenses)
to like one thing or person better than another; to choose one thing rather than sth else because you like it better
» ~ sth ‘Coffee or tea?’ ‘I'd prefertea, thanks.’
* | much preferjazz to rock music.
* | would prefer it if you didn't tell anyone.
* A local firmis to be preferred .
« ~ sth+ adj. | prefermy coffee black.
» ~ to do sth The donor prefers to remain anonymous.
* | prefer not to think about it.
» ~ sb/sth to do sth \Would you preferme to stay?
» ~ doing sth | preferplaying in defence.
» ~ that... (formal) | would prefer that you did not mention my name.
see bring/press/prefer charges against sb at ‘charge
Verb forms: werb foems
prasent simple
[ fyou fwe fhey prafer
BrE (ot ey
NAME fort faorf
he f she At prefiers
BFE jori 57/
MNAME fore Faorzf
'past simphe, past participle | preferred
BIE jors Bdf
MAmE fore feord)

Word Origin:
late Middle English: from Old French preferer, from Latin praeferre from prae ‘before’ + ferre ‘to bear, carry’.

Thesaurus:
prefer verb T (not used in the progressive tenses)
* I'd preferto stay at home.
especially spoken would rather... « |BrE favour « |AmE favor ¢

Example Bank:
» Egg pasta is certainly preferredby many chefs.

* Employers naturally prefer candidates with some previous experience of the job.
* Huge majorities apparently prefer reducing unemployment to fighting inflation.
* | greatly preferthis version.

* | happen to preferaction movies myself.

* | much preferthe orchestra's 1998 recording of the symphony.

* | prefer his earlier paintings to his later ones.

* | would really preferto teach girls.

* Industries still tend to prefer virginraw materials to recycled ones.

* We can eat out if you like, but | would preferto stay in.

* You may simply preferjust to sit on the terrace with a cocktail .

« ‘Coffee or tea?’ ‘I'd prefertea, thanks.’

* A local firm is to be preferred

* | preferjazz to rock music.

* | would preferit if you didn't tell anyone.

prefer Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
preifer S2 W2 /pr1'fs($ -'fs(/rBrE = AmE ~ verb (past tense and past participle preferred,
present participle preferring) [transitive not in progressive]

[Word Family: advertr tpreferably, tpreferentially, adjective: !preferable !preferentiat vert: tprefer, noun: tpreference]

[Date: 1300-140C;, Language: French; Origin: préférer, from Latin praeferre 'fo put in front, prefer]



1. to like someone or something more than someone or something else, so that you would choose it if you could = preference :

This type of owl prefers a desert habitat.
She prefers her coffee black.
the government’s preferred option
prefer somebody/something to somebody/something
a child that prefers his imaginary world to reality
Employees said they would prefer more flexible working hours.
preferto do something
| preferto wear clothes made of natural fibers.
Or, if you prefer, you can email us.
prefer doing something
° Chantal prefers travelling by train.
preferthat
° We preferthat our teachers have a degree in early childhood education.
REGISTER
In everyday English, people often say they would rather do something instead of using prefer:
= | prefer to travel by train. = I'd rather travel by train.
2. | would prefer it if spoken
a) used to say that you wish a situation was different:
°  Sales havegone down, and obviously we’'d preferit if that didn’t happen.
b) used when telling someone politely not to do something:
I’d preferit if you didn’t smoke in front of the children.
3. prefer charges British English law to make an official statement that someone has done something illegal
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