mean

1. [mi:n] n
1. cepeanHa
the golden /happy/ mean - 3onotas cepeaunHa
2. Mmam. cpefHee 4ucno, CpeaHss BenvynHa
the mean of 3, 5 and 7 is 5 - cpegHee mexay 3, 51 7 paBHo 5
3. ycm. ymMepeHHOCTb

2. [mi:n] a

cpegHun
mean time - cpegHee (ConHeYHoe) Bpems
Greenwich mean time - cpegHee Bpems no puHBMYY
mean solar day - cpefiHue ConHeYHble CYyTKN, CPeAHNAS MPOOOIMKUTENBHOCTb CONTHEYHbIX CYTOK
the mean yearly rainfall - cpegHss rogoBas Hopma 0cagkoB
mean concentration - xum. cpefHAs KOHLEeHTpaums
mean line - mam. GuccekTpuca
mean line of fire - goeH. anpekTpuca cTpenbobl
mean proportional - Mam. cpefHee reomeTpu4ecKoe; CpeaHsAs NPONopLMOHanbHas BeNMYmMHa
mean life(time) - gpus. cpegHee BpeMs XU3HW (Yacmuupbl )
mean course - Mop. reHeparibHbIA KypC
mean observedrange - 80eH. cpefHsAsa OanbHOCTb HabnaeHns, cpeaHss BUAMMOCTb
mean water - HopMarbHbIN YPOBEHb BObl; MEXEHb
mean yield - cpefHun ypoxan
mean part - My3. CpefHUi1 ronoc, TeHOpPOoBas U/U anbToBas NapTUs

[mi:n] a

1. NOCPEeACTBEHHBIW, NNOXON; cnabbin
mean abilities - nocpeacTBeHHbIe /Mnoxue, cnabble/ cnocobHOCTH
mean orator - Noxon opaTop
no mean abilities - He3aypsgHble cnocobHOCTH
he is no mean scholar - oH 60nbLIOV YYEHBIN
it is clear to the meanest intelligence - aTo gaxe gypaky sicHO
he have the meanest opinion of smb. - 6bITb 0 KOM-1I. CAMOro AyPHOro MHEHUsI
he has no mean opinion of himself - oH 0 cebe BbICOKOro MHEHUS
2. cKyrnon, ckapegHblii
to be mean over/about/ money (matters) - GbITb CKynbIM B AEHEXHbIX Aenax /Bonpocax/
3. CKyaHbIN, BeaHbIR, Xarnkui, YOOrnn; HULLLEHCKUIA
mean fare - ckygHas nua
mean appearance - xankui /yéorui/ Bug
mean abode - yboroe xunuuie
a mean house in a mean street - ydorni gomuwiko Ha 6eaHon /y6oron/ ynodke
4. HNU3KU, NOAMbINA, HEYECTHbIN, NPEe3PEHHLIN
mean remark - noanoe 3ame4yaHue
mean trick - Hu3kas /nognas, HedecTHasy npoAernka
that was a mean trick - 370 H13kKO /He4ecTHO/
it is mean of him - 3T0 No4MN0 C ero CTOpPOoHbI
he is a mean creature - oH HU3ku /nogNbI/ YenoBeK, OH HM3Koe /noasioe/ CywecTBO
5. HM3KOro NPOUCXOXAEHMUSA
of mean birth /parentage/ - HMU3KOro NponcxoXxaeHnst
men of the meaner sort - nogn 6onee HU3koro copTa
6. pase. MenoYHbIN, NPUONPYUBLIN; HEMNPUBETMBLIY 3M00HbIN
to be mean to smb. - meno4yHo NnpuanpaTbLCA K KOMY-I1., NMOXO OTHOCUTLCA K KOMY-I1.
don't be so mean to me - oTHocKCb kKO MHe nofobpee; He Byab TakMM 3rbIM CO MHOM
7. predic amep. pase.
1) coBeCTNMBbLIV; CMYyLLaOLNACA
to feel mean - cTbIANTLCA, CMyLLATBLCS , YyBCTBOBATL CeBs HEMOBKO [cM. mMX. 2)]
it made me feel rather mean - 9T0 MeHs1 HECKOMbBKO CMYTUIO; 51 NOYyBCTBOBAan cebs HenoBKo
2) He34,0pPOBLIN, YYBCTBYIOLLMI HeaoMOraHme
to feel mean - 6bITb HE3A0POBLIM, YYBCTBOBaTbL HeAoOMoOraHue [em. mx. 1)]
8. 1) HopoBUCTBIV (0 JTowadu)
2) amep. pasa. TPYAHbIA, Henog4atoLwuncsa
3) amep. pasz. 3nomn (o cobake)
be careful, that's a mean dog - ocTopoxHo, 310 3nas cobaka

[mi:n] v (meant)

1. HamepeBaTbCs, UMETb B BUAY
to mean to do smth. - HamepeBaTbCcsa YTO-N. caenaTb
I mean to succeed - 9 HamepeBatoCcb JOOUTLCS ycnexa
he means to go - oH HamepeBaeTcs /xo4eT/ yuTK

Apresyan (En-Ru)



| mean to go tomorrow - g xo4y yexaTtb 3aBTpa
| meant to write - 1 HamepeBarncs /cobupancs/ HanucaTb
what do you mean to do? - 4to Bbl cobupaeTech /npeanonaraete genats?
do you mean to stay long? - Bbl HaMmepeBaeTechb NPObbLITL 34eChb A0Mro?
| did not mean to do it - a1 He xoTen aToro genatb
| did not mean to offendyou, | meant you no offence - 5 He xoTen Bac obugetb
| don't mean to put up with it - 1 He cobupatock ¢ 3TUM MUPUTLCA
without meaning it - He umest aToro B BMAy; He Xenas Toro
to mean mischief ecm. mischief 2
to mean well [ill] (by /to/ smb.) - nmeTb gobpkie [aypHbIE] HAMEpPeHUS (B OTHOLLIEHUK KOTO-11.); »enaTb Aobpa [3na] (komy-1.)
he means (you) no harm - oH He xenaeT (BaMm) 3na
2. nogpasymeBatb, UMeTb B BUAY; AyMaTb
do you mean him [me, her]? - Bbl nogpasymeBaeTe ero [MeHs, e€]?, Bbl UMeeTe B BUAY ero [MeHs, eé€]?
what do you mean by that /by it/? - a) 4TO Bbl 3TUM XOTUTE CKa3aTb?; 6) NoYeMy Bbl NOCTynaeTe Tak?
what do you mean by laughing at me? - B 4ém geno, noyemy Tbl CMeELbCS Hago MHOW?
what exactly do you mean? - 4yto Bbl, COOCTBEHHO roBOpS, UMeeTe B BUAY ?
this is what | mean - BOT 4TO 9 mMeto B BMAY, BOT YTO S XO4y CKa3aTb
| did not mean that - a) 370 He TO, 4YTO 1 UMenN B BUAY; 1 HE XOTEN 3TOro; 0) 3TO He TO, YTO A XOTenN ckas3aTb
I neversay what | don't mean - s HUKorga He roBoOpiO TOro, YEro He Aymaro, 9 Bcerga roBopt To, UTO AyMato
do you think he means what he says? - Bbl AymaeTe, OH FOBOPUT CEPbE3HO?
he certainly meant what he said - oH ckazan UMeHHO TO, YTO AyMar; OH Cka3asn 9TO BCEPbE3
you don't mean it! - Bbl Wwytute!; Heyxenu?!; Bel 3T0ro He gymaeTte!
I mean it! - 9 cepb&€3Ho roBopto!; 4 He Lwy4y !
he means business - oH 6epéTcs 3a 0eno BcepbEes
this picture is meant for him - npegnonaraetcs, 4To 37O ero nopTpeT[cm. mx. 3]
3. NnpegHasHa4vaTtb
to mean smth. for smb. - npegHasHayaTb 4YTO-1 AN KOro-n.
I mean this present for you - 1 npegHasHavato 3TOT NO4APOK BaM
| meant this remark for a joke - 5 ckazan 370 B WyTKy, S NOWYTUN
this picture is meant for him - ata kapTMHa npegHa3HavaeTCca Ans Hero [CM. mX. 2]
this remark was meant for you - 310 3ameyaHne 0THOCUNOCH K BaM
he was meant to be /for/ a teacher - ero npounnu B y4ntens
they were meant for each other - oHn 6binn co3ganbl gpyr anga gpyra
4. 1) 3Ha4UTb, UMETb 3HaYEHNE
this word means ... - 3TO CNOBO 3HAYUT ...
“homely**means something differentin America - cnoso homely nmeeT B ameprKkaHCKOM BapuaHTe aHrMUINCKOro sA3bika Apyroe
3HaYveHune
2) o3HauvaTb, 3Ha4MTh, NpeaBeLlaTb
the conflict probably means war - 3TOT KOHNIMKTMOXET MPUBECTU K BOMHE, 3TOT KOH(PIIMKTYPEBAT BOMHOM
it will mean a lot of expense - aTo noBne4YET 3a cobon GonbLne pacxoabl
what does all this mean? - 4yto Bcé 310 3HAUMT?
| know what happiness means - g 3Hat0, 4TO 3Ha4UT cHacTbE
3) (to) 3HaunTb, MMeTb 3Ha4YeHue (0719 Ko20-1. )
to mean much [little] to smb. - mHoro [mano] 3Ha4nTbL Ans Koro-n.
your friendship means a great deal to me - TBos Apy>x6a MHOro AN MeHsi 3Ha4uT
money means little to me - geHbru ons MeHa He UMEKOT 3Ha4YeHUs
the name means nothing to me - 3To UMSA HUYEro MHe He roBOpPUT
modern music means nothing to me - coBpemeHHas My3bika MHE COBEPLLUEHHO HEMOHATHA

mean Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
mean [mean means meant meaning meaner meanest]| verb, adjective, noun

BrE [mitih"  NAmE [millp’

verb(meant, meant BrE [ment]  : NAmE [ment] )

HAVE AS MEANING
1. (not used in the progressive tenses) to have sth as a meaning
» ~ sth What does this sentence mean?
* What is meant by ‘batch processing’?
» ~ sth to sb Does the name ‘Jos Vos’ mean anything to you (= do you know who he is) ?
» ~ (that)... The flashing light means (that) you must stop.

INTEND AS MEANING
2. (not used in the progressive tenses) to intend to say sth on a particular occasion

» ~ sth What did he mean by that remark?
* ‘Perhaps we should try another approach.”* What do you mean ? (= | don't understand what you are suggesting.) ’
* What do you mean , you thought | wouldn't mind? (= of course | mind and | am very angry)
* What she means is that there's no point in waiting here.
* | always found him a little strange, if you know what | mean (= if you understand what | mean by ‘strange’) .
* | know what you mean (= | understand and feel sympathy) . | hated learning to drive too.



¢ (informal) It was like— weird. Know what | mean ?

* | see what you mean (= | understand although | may not agree) , but | still think it's worth trying.

» See what | mean (= | was right and this provesit, doesn'tit) ? She neveragrees to anything | suggest.
 ‘But Pete doesn't know we're here!”* That's what | mean! (= that's what | have been trying to tell you.)’
» Do you mean Ann Smith or Mary Smith?

» ~ (that)... Did he mean (that) he was dissatisfied with our service?

* You mean (= are you telling me) we haveto start all overagain?

HAVE AS PURPOSE

3. to have sth as a purpose or intention
Syn: fintend
+ ~ sth What did she mean by leavingso early (= why did she do it) ?
* Don't laugh! I mean it (= | am serious) .
* He means trouble (= to cause trouble) .
» ~ sth as sth Don't be upset— I'm sure she meant it as a compliment.
+ ~ what... He means what he says (= is not joking, exaggerating, etc.) .
+ ~ sth for sb/sth The chair was clearly meant for a child.
* Don't be angry. I'm sure she meant it for the best (= intended to be helpful) .
» ~ to do sth She means to succeed.
* I'm sorry | hurt you. | didn't mean to .
* I'm feeling very guilty— I've been meaning to call my parents for days, but still haven'tgot around to it.
» ~ sblsth to do sth | didn't mean you to read the letter.
* You're meant to (= you are supposed to) pay before you go in.
* ~ (that)... (formal) | nevermeant (that) you should come alone.

INTEND SB TO BE/DO STH
4. often passive to intend sb to be or do sth
- ~ sb for sth/sb | was never meant for the army (= did not have the qualities needed to become a soldier) .
» Duncan and Makiko were meant for each other (= are very suitable as partners) .
» ~ sbisth to be sth His father meant him to be an engineer.
» She did everything to get the two of them together, but | guess it just wasn't meant to be .

HAVE AS RESULT
5. to have sth as a result or a likely result

Syn: lentail
» ~ sth Spending too much now will mean a shortage of cash next year.
» ~ to be/do sth Do you have any idea what it means to be poor?
 ~ (that)... We'll haveto be careful with money but that doesn't mean (that) we can't enjoy ourselves.
» ~ doing sth This new order will mean working overtime.
+ ~ sblsth doing sth The injury could mean him missing next week's game.

BE IMPORTANT
6. no passive ~ sth to sb to be of value or importance to sb
* Your friendship means a great deal to me.
+ $20 means a lot (= represents a lot of money) when you live on $100 a week.
* Money means nothing to him .
* Her children mean the world to her .
Verb forms: b forme
presant simple
1/ you / we fthey |mean
BrE /riny
MAmE friing
he [ she /R fras
BrE fraicnzf
MamE fming
past simpla, past particple | maant
BrE /ment!
HamE jrnent/
-ing form meaning
BE /by
MAmE [ i

Word Origin:

v. Old English maenan West Germanic Dutch meenen German meinen Indo-European tmind

adj. senses 1 to 4 and adj. senses 6 to 8 Middle English Old English gemeae[Ine Germanic Indo-EuropeanLatin communis
‘common’ ‘common to two or more people’ ‘inferiorin rank’ ‘ignoble, small-minded’

adj. sense 5 and n. Middle English Old French meien Latin medianus ‘middle’ medius ‘mid’

Thesaurus:
mean verb
1. T (not used in the progressive tenses)



* What does this sentence mean?
indicate ¢ ¢ imply ¢ « mark ¢ [formal signify * - denote * |especially journalism signal °
mean/indicate/imply/signify sth to sb
mean/indicate/imply/signify that...
mean/indicate/mark/signify/denote/signal the beginning/start/arrival /end of sth
2. T (not used in the progressive tenses)
* What do you mean by that remark?
suggest- ¢ hint « « imply ¢ |[spoken what sb is getting/driving at  [formal intend ¢ |disapprovinginsinuate
mean/suggest by/as sth
mean/suggest/hint/imply/insinuate that...
seem/appear to mean/suggest/hint/imply sth
3.7
* | didn't mean to hurt you.
intend ¢ * plan ¢ ¢ aim ¢ |formal propose °
mean/intend/plan/aim/propose to do sth
sb originally meant/intended/planned sth
4. T, usually passive (not used in the progressive tenses)
+ His father meant him to be an engineer.
be intended to for/as/to be sth+ « design * * be aimed at sth
be meant/designed/intended for/as sth
be meant/designed/intended to be/do sth
5T
* This order will mean working overtime.
involve ¢ « entail ¢ - spell « [formal necessitate * « imply
sth means/implies that...
sth means/involvedentails/necessitates/implies a/an increase/reduction
sth usually/inevitably /necessarily/actually means/involvesentails/implies sth

Language Bank:

i.e.

Explaining what you mean
= Some poems are mnemonics, i.e. = they are designed to help you remember something.
= Some poems are mnemonics, that is to say =, they are designed to help you remember something.
= Mnemonic poems, that is = poems designed to help you remember something, are an excellent way to learn lists.
= A limerick's rhyme scheme is A—A—B—B-A. In other words =, the first, second, and fifth lines all rhyme with one another, while
the third and fourth lines have their own rhyme.
= In this exercise the readeris encouraged to work out the meaning, or rather = the range of meanings, of the poem.
= This is a poem about death, or, more precisely =, dying.
= He says his poems deal with ‘the big issues’, by which he means = love, loss, grief and death.
Language Bank at tabout

Example Bank:
» ‘But Pete doesn't know we're here!’* That's what | mean!’

* ‘Perhaps we should try another approach.’ * What do you mean?’
* Do you mean Steve Jones or Alex Jones?

» Does the name ‘David Berwick’ mean anything to you?

» Don't be angry. I'm sure she meant it for the best.

* Don't be upset— I'm sure he meant it as a compliment.

* Don't laugh! I mean it.

* He means trouble.

* He means what he says.

* | always found him a little strange, if you know what | mean.

* | didn't mean to read your letter.

* | know what you mean. | hated learning to drive too.

* | see what you mean, but | still think it's worth trying.

* | was nevermeant for the army.

* I'm sorry | hurt you. | didn't mean to.

* I'vebeen meaning to call her, but I'vebeen so busy lately.

* |t was like— weird. Know what | mean?

* Mr President, does this mean an end to the current conflict?

* Philip and Kim were meant for each other.

» See what | mean She neveragrees to anything | suggest.

* The cost would have meant financial ruin for us.

* The house was clearly meant to be a family home.

* The injury could mean him missing next week's game.

* Therewas a rack by the door presumably meant for umbrellas.

» They are not using the system in the way the manufacturer meant it to be used.
» Touching the wires means instant death.

* We'll haveto be careful with money but that doesn't mean (that) we can't enjoy ourselves.



* What did she mean by leaving so early = why did she do it?

* What do you mean, you thought | wouldn't mind?

» What is meant by ‘batch processing’?

* What she means is that there is no point in waiting here.

* You mean we haveto start all overagain?

* You're meant to pay before you go in.
Idioms: 'l mean = thappy mean = 'mean business = 'mean no harm = 'mean to say = 'mean well = 'meant to be something =
'no mean ... = tnot mean any harm
Derived Words 'meanly = meanness

(mean-er , mean-est)

NOT GENEROUS
1. (BrE) (NAmME cheap ) not willing to give or share things, especially money
» She's always been mean with money.
Opp: 'generous
see also !stingy

UNKIND
2. ~ (to sb) (of people or their behaviour) unkind, for example by not letting sb have or do sth
* Don't be so mean to your little brother!

ANGRY/VIOLENT
3. (especially NAmME) likely to become angry or violent
» That's a mean-looking dog.

SKILFUL
4. (informal, especially NAmME) very good and skilful
* He's a mean tennis player.
» She plays a mean game of chess.

AVERAGE
5. only before noun (technical) average between the highest and the lowest, etc
» the mean temperature

INTELLIGENCE
6. (formal) (of a person's understanding or ability) not very great
 This should be clear evento the meanest intelligence.

POOR
7. (literary) poor and dirty in appearance
* mean houses/streets
8. (old-fashioned) born into or coming from a low social class
* These rights apply evento the meanest labourer.

Word Origin:

v. Old English maenan West Germanic Dutch meenen German meinen Indo-European tmind

adj. senses 1 to 4 and adj. senses 6 to 8 Middle English Old English gemae['ne Germanic Indo-EuropeanLatin communis
‘common’ ‘common to two or more people’ ‘inferiorin rank’ ‘ignoble, small-minded’

adj. sense 5 and n. Middle English Old French meien Latin medianus ‘middle’ medius ‘mid’

Thesaurus:
mean
1. (BrE, disapproving
* He was too mean to buy her a decent present.
frugal « |AmE, informal, disapprovingcheap ¢ |informal, disapprovingstingy ¢ |approvingthrifty ¢
Opp: generous
mean/frugal'stingy with sth
Mean, cheap or stingy? Mean and stingy can describe a person or an amount of money; cheap can only describe a person.
2. (especially spoken)
* Don't be so mean to your little sister!
unkind ¢ ¢ hurtful < - unpleasant ¢ * obnoxious * |[formal objectionable * |especially spoken nasty ¢
Opp: generous
be mean/unkind/hurtful/unpleasant/obnoxious/objectionable/nasty to sb
be mean/unkind/nasty of sb (to do sth)
a/an mean/unkind/hurtful/nasty thing to say/do

Example Bank:
* He's rather mean when it comes to spending money on the children.



* He's so mean to his mother!

* | thought it was really mean of him not to let her use the car.

» She's very mean with her money.

» That was a pretty mean trick.

* Don't be so mean to your little brother

* Don't be so mean with the chocolate sauce.

* He has a mean streak in him.

* |t was difficult to manage the department on such a mean budget.
* They were too mean to buy the kids proper beds.

see also 'means

MIDDLE WAY
1. ~ (between A and B) a quality, condition, or way of doing sth that is in the middle of two extremes and better than either of them
* He needed to find a mean between frankness and rudeness.

AVERAGE
2. (also arith,metic 'mean ) (mathematics ) the value found by adding together all the numbers in a group, and dividing the total by the
number of numbers
see also 'geometric mean

Word Origin:
v. Old English maenan West Germanic Dutch meenen German meinen Indo-European 'mind

adj. senses 1 to 4 and adj. senses 6 to 8 Middle English Old English gemeae[Ine Germanic Indo-EuropeanLatin communis
‘common’ ‘common to two or more people’ ‘inferiorin rank’ ‘ignoble, small-minded’
adj. sense 5 and n. Middle English Old French meien Latin medianus ‘middle’ medius ‘mid’

See also: tarithmetic mean = fcheap

mean Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
. mean'S1 W1 /milABrE = AmE = verb [transitive] (past tense and past participle
meant /ment/)
[Word Family: adjective: 'meaningful, 'meaningless; vert: tmean; noun: 'meaning; advera tmeaningfully]
[Language: Old English; Origin: maenan]
1. HAVE A PARTICULAR MEANING [not in progressive]to have or represent a particular meaning:
° What does ‘patronizing’ mean?
The red light means ‘Stop’.
The report fails to define what is meant by the term ‘key issues’.
mean (that)
This light means you’re running low on fuel.
REGISTER
In written English, people often preferto say that something indicates something is the case, rather than using mean:
= The light indicates that fuel supplies are low.
2. INTEND TO SAY SOMETHING [not in progressive]to intend a particular meaning when you say something
mean (that)
° I meant we’d haveto leave early — that's all.
It's pretty obvious what she means.
(do) you mean spoken (=used to check you have understood what someone intended to say)
* Do you mean you've changed or Chris has changed?
do/if you know/see what | mean? spoken (=used to check that someone understands you)
°  I'want to buy her something really special, if you know what | mean.
° We're still married but living apart in the same house, if you see what | mean.

"

Oh yeah! | see what you mean (=/ understand what you are trying to say).
°  What | mean is, | don't feel alone anymore (=used to explain more about what you have said).
* ‘I didn’t really like him.” 'l know what you mean, | didn’t get on with him either (=used to say you understand and have had
the same experience).
° “Inthree hours’ time, I'll be a free man.' "How do you mean (=used to ask someone to explain what they have just said)?'
3. INTEND TO DO SOMETHING to intend to do something or intend that someone else should do something
mean to do something
°  I'vebeen meaning to ask you if you want to come for a meal next week.
| didn’t mean to upset you.
mean somebody/something to do something
| didn’t mean this to happen at all.
I nevermeant you to find out.
mean for somebody to do something especially American English:
| didn’t mean for her to get hurt.
I’'m sure she didn’t mean it (=she did not intend to upset or hurt someone).
mean no harm/offence/disrespect (=not intend to harm, offend etc someone)




I’'m sure he didn’t mean any harm.
He may sound a bit rude at times, but he means well (=intends to be helpful or kind, even if it does not seem like that).
| wasn’t criticizing you, | really meant it for the best (=wanted to be helpful, although my actions had the wrong effect).
4. RESULT IN SOMETHING [not in progressive]to havea particular result or involvesomething:
° The merger will mean the closure of the company’s Sydney office.
Don’t let him see you. It will only mean trouble.
mean (that)
The high cost of housing means that many young people can’t affordto buy a house.
mean doing something
° My new job will mean travelling all overthe world.
Dieting also means being careful about which foods you buy.
5. BE FAMILIAR [not in progressive] if a name, word etc means something to you, you are familiar with it or you understand it:
He said his name was ‘Randall’ but it meant nothing to me (=/ was not familiar with it).
Does the name Bryce mean anything to you?
You need to use analogies which will mean something to the reader.
6. SAY SOMETHING SERIOUSLY [not in progressive] to be serious about what you are saying or writing:
With children, if you say ‘no’, you have to mean it.
| meant what | said earlier.
You don’t really mean that, do you?
7. HOW IMPORTANT SOMEBODY/SOMETHING IS [not in progressive] used for saying how important someone or something is to
you
mean something to somebody
| know how much your work means to you.
The medal meant a lot to him.
mean the world to somebody/mean everything to somebody (=be very important to someone)
° He meant the world to her.
Time meant nothing (=it was not important) to me while | was travelling.
Of course the relationship meant something to me.
8. SHOW SOMETHING IS TRUE/WILL HAPPEN [not in progressive]to be a sign that something is true or will happen
mean (that)
° Finding a lump does not necessarily mean you have cancer.
Clear skies mean that it will be a cold night.
Just because he’s been in prison, it doesn’t mean that he’s violent.

9. what do you mean ...?
a) used when you do not understand what someone is trying to say:
‘You'll be careful won’t you?’ ‘What do you mean?’
b) used when you are very surprised or annoyed by what someone has just said:
* What do you mean, you've cancelled the trip?
What do you mean by that?
c) used when you are very annoyed by what someone has just done:
° What do you mean by calling me at this time of night?
10. SAY WHICH PERSON/THING used to say that a particular person or thing is the one that you are talking about, pointing to etc:
° ‘Hey you!” ‘Do you mean me?’
| meant the pink dress, not the red one.
11. | mean
a) used when explaining or giving an example of something, or when pausing to think about what you are going to say next:
° You're more of an expert than me. | mean, you've got all that experience.
It's just not right. | mean, it's unfairisn’t it?
b) used to quickly correct something you havejust said:
° She plays the violin, | mean the viola, really well.
12. see what | mean? used when something that happens proves what you said before:
°  See what | mean? Every time she calls me up she wants me to do something for her.
13. that’s what | mean used when someone is saying the same thing that you were trying to say earlier:
‘We might not have enough money.” ‘That’s what | mean, so we’d better find out the price first.’
14. | mean to say used when adding a reason or explanation for something you havejust said, especially something you feel
strongly about:
°  Of course she wants to see the children, | mean to say, it's only natural isn’t it?
15. mean businessto be determined to do something:
This decision shows the public that we mean business.
16. be meant to do something
a) if you are meant to do something, you should do it, especially because someone has told you to or because you are responsible
forit:
*  Come on, Ellen, you're meant to be helping me.
| thought the police were meant to protect people.
b) to be intended to do something:
°  Thediagram is meant to show the differentstages of the process.
17. be meant to be good/excellent /bad etc used to say that you have heard or read that something is good, bad etc:
The play is meant to be really good.



18. be meant for somebody/something to be intended for a particular person or purpose:
a book meant for children
19. be meant for somebody if two people are meant for each other, they are very suitable as partners for each other:
°  They were meant for each other.
°  She’s meant for him.
20. somebody was never meant for something/to be something used to say that someone is not at all suitable for a particular
job or activity:
* | was nevermeant for the army.
21. something was meant to be/happen used to say that you think a situation was certain to happen and that no one could have
preventedit:
Dan left me after a month so | guess it just wasn’t meant to be.
22. know/understand what it means to be something to have experienced a particular situation, so that you know what it is like:
| know what it means to be alone in a foreign country.

.mean2BrE~  AmE ~  adjective (comparative meaner , superlative meanest)

[Sense 1-5, 7: Language: ; Origin: ]
[Sense 6: Date: ; Language: ; Origin: median-]
1. CRUEL cruel or not kind:
That was a mean thing to do.
| felt a bit mean asking him to help.
It's a mean trick to play on someone.
It was mean of him not to invite her.
mean to
Don’t be so mean to her!
2. NOT GENEROUS British English not wanting to spend money, or not wanting to use much of something SYN stingy, cheap
American English:
°  He’s too mean to buy a present for his wife.
mean with
He’s always been mean with his money.
It was supposed to be garlic bread, but they’d been a bit mean with the garlic.
3. no mean feat/achievement /task etc something that is very difficult to do, so that someone who does it deserves to be admired:
They sold 1 million cards in the first year of business — no mean feat, giventhe problems many businesses are facing.
4. be no mean performer/player etc to be very good at doing something:
°  Kinnock is no mean performeron the rugby field.
5. a mean something informal used to say that something is very good or that someone is very good at doing something:
He plays a mean game of poker.
°  They serve a mean Sunday brunch at the restaurant on Fourth Street.
6. AVERAGE [only before noun] technical average:
°  The study involved60 patients with a mean age of 58.2 years.
The mean annual rainfall was 852 mm.
7. POOR [only before noun] literary poor or looking poor:
°  She walked briskly through the mean and dirty streets.
—meanly adverb
—meanness noun [uncountable]
THESAURUS
= unkind treating people in a way that makes them unhappy or upset. Unkind sounds rather formal. In everyday English, people
usually say mean or nasty: Children can be very unkind to each other. | a rather unkind remark
= mean especially spoken unkind: Don’t be mean to your sister! | It was a mean thing to do.
= nasty deliberately unkind, and seeming to enjoy making people unhappy: He said some really nasty things before he left. | a
nasty man
= hurtful unkind — used about remarks and actions: Joe couldn’t forget the hurtful things she had said. | Couples sometimes do
hurtful things to each other.
= spiteful deliberately unkind to someone because you are jealous of them or angry with them: The other women were spiteful to
her, and gave her the hardest work to do. | She watched them with spiteful glee (=pleasure).
= malicious deliberately behavingin a way that is likely to upset, hurt, or cause problems for someone: Someone had been
spreading malicious rumours about him. | There was a malicious smile on her face. | an act of malicious vandalism | The
accusations are malicious.
= unsympathetic not seeming to care about someone’s problems, and not trying to help them or make them feel better: Her
parents were very unsympathetic, and told her that she deservedto fail her exam. | an unsympathetic boss
= hard-hearted very unsympathetic and not caring at all about other people’s feelings: \Was he hard-hearted enough to leave his
son in jail overnight?| a hard-hearted businessman

lll. mean3BrE =~ AmE = noun

[Date: ; Language: ; Origin: 'in the middle’, mean-]
1. the mean fechnical the averageamount, figure, or value:
The mean of 7, 9 and 14 is 10.
2. the/a mean between something and something a method of doing something which is between two very different methods,
and better than either of them:
It's a case of finding the mean between firmness and compassion.
= 'means
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