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any animal that has cold blood and skin coveredin 'scales, and that lays eggs. Snakes, 'crocodiles and ftortoises are all reptiles.
compare famphibian
Derived Word freptilian

Word Origin:
late Middle English: from late Latin, neuter of reptilis, from Latin rept- ‘crawled’ , from the verbrepere.
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reptile /'reptarl $ 'rept! BrE = AmE ~ noun [countable]
[ ; ; ‘creeping! 'to creep]
1. a type of animal, such as a snake or tlizard, whose body temperature changes according to the temperature around it, and that
usually lays eggs to have babies
2. informal someone who is unpleasant or cannot be trusted
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