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mandolin Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
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a musical instrument with metal strings (usually eight) arrangedin pairs, and a curved back, played with a 'plectrum

Word Origin:
early 18th cent.: from French mandoline, from Italian mandolino, diminutive of mandola.
mandolin Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
man(dollin BrfE = AmE =, mandoline / maenda'ltn/ noun [countable]
[Date: ; Language: ; Origin: 'large type of mandolin’, ]

a musical instrument with eight metal strings and a round back, played with a tplectrum (=small piece of plastic, metal etc)
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