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intransitive
to stand or wait sorewere  espedally \ith no obvous reason
Syn: 'rang around
* Teenagers wre loitering in the street outsic.
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Word Origin:
late Midle Hglish : pertaps from Midle Dutcd loteren ‘wag about’.
loiter Longran DOCE 5th B (B-f)
loiter /'bite $ o BrE = AmE ~  verb [intransitie]
[ ; 'to be loose]]

1. to stand or wit soravere, espedally in a public plae, wttout any dear reason SYN hang about, hang around:
* Fiwe or six teenagers ere loitering in front of tre newagent’s.

2. tormwe ord somatling slowy, orto keep stopping wen you stould keep raving

THESAURUS
= stay to not leawe a plae, orto be in a plae for a partiaular period of tire: Stay Were you are and dn’t mwe. | Jom only
stayed at tre party fora ®uple of tours.
= remain formal to stay sorewere. In witten Eglish people often preferto use remain ratter than stay, beause it sound
rare forral: Soma 2,000 protesters rerained outsice the buildng and refused to leaw. | Te judye remmanctd trat ke rerain
in jail fortre rest of hs life.
= linger to stay in a plae a little longer tran you need to, beause you are enjoying yourself, or beause you tope to see
soraone or somthing: He lingered outsice tre ledure tall, toping fora dane to talk to ter. | Tere are plenty of srall @fés
were you @n linger over a @appuaino.
= loiter to stay in a pla@ not ding anytting — used wen you thnk soraone is witing fortke dane to d somthing bad or
illegal: Te tw ran Fad been seen loitering in the areaon tke diy trat tre ar vas stolen.
= hang around informal to stay sorawere not ding anything: Tere are gangs of boys fanging around on street @rners. | |
@n’t imd hanging around for a few rimutes. | Te boss desn’t like being kept anging around
= stick around informal to stay in the sara plae or situation for a period of tira, espedally vile you are witing for soratling
to rappen or soraone to arrive: | cedded  to stidk around and see low it all turned out. | Make up your imd  I'm not going to stid
around foreer.
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