hardly Apresyan (En-Ru)
["ha:dh] adv
1. enBa
he had hardly time enough - y Hero eqBa xBaTuno BpemMeHwy, OH eaBa ycnen
she is hardly twenty - a) en egBa ucnonHunoce Asaguatb; 0) el HeT elwé 1 aBaaLaTh net
hardly ... when - nuwb TonbKo /egeal ..., kak
hardly had she put on her dress when the door burst open - eaBa oHa ycnena HageTb NnaTbe, Kak ABEPb pacnaxHyrach
we had hardly gone out when the rain began - He ycnenu mbl BbITM U3 AOMY, Kak Hayarncs 4oxab
2. egBa, Hacuny, ene; No4YTu He
hardly anything [anyone] - no4TV H1Yero [HUKTO]
| could hardly understand him - s ene /c Tpygom/ noHMman ero
| could hardly believe my eyes [my ears] - 4 ega mMor BepuTb CBOUM rria3am [ywam]
| can hardly wait - >xgy He goXaycCb ; XAy C HETeprneHnem
| hardly know her - 5 €€ nouTun He 3Hato
she can hardly see [read] - OHa NOYTK HAYErO HE BUOMT [NOYTU HE YMEET YnTaTh|
hardly ever- o4yeHb peagko, NOYTU HUKOr4a
we hardly evergo to the circus - Mbl IOYTW HUKOTQA HE XOAUM B LIMPK
he took the money with hardly a nod - oH B3an geHbrun, egsa KMBHyB
3. egBa nn, Bpsg nn
it is hardly possible [right] - egBa nu /Bpsg nv/ 3To BO3MOXHO [MpaBuiibHO)
he will hardly come now [risk it] - Bpsa nv oH NpuaéT cenyac [pUCKHET]
that's hardly to be wondered at - atomy Bpag nv cnegyeT yanBnsaTbCs
| hardly need tell you, | need hardly say - egsa nm MHe Hy>KHO TOBOpPUTb
we shall hardly meet him again - Bpag nv Mbl Korga-Hubyab CHoBa BCTPETUMCH C HUM
4. c TpyaoM, C yCUnmneM, C HanpskeHueMm; TSKeno
hardly pronounceable - TpygHONPON3HOCUMbIN
money hardly earned - ¢ Tpygom 3apaboTaHHble AeHbIMN; AeHbM, 3apaboTaHHbIEHENETKUM TPYAOM
the battle was hardly contested - 6on 6bin xapkum
5. pesko; cypoBO; XeCTOKO; Hecnpaseanmeo
to think hardly of smb. - 6bITb AypHOrO MHEHMS O KOM-1.
he was hardly treated /dealt with, done by/ - ¢ HUM nnoxo /rpy6o/ oboLununce
6. ycm. TBEpPAO, YBEPEHHO
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hard-ly [hardly] BrE ['halidli”  NAmE [‘halrdli”  adverb

1. almost no; almost not; almost none
* There's hardly any tea left.
* Hardly anyone has bothered to reply.
» She hardly ever calls me (= almost never) .
* We hardly know each other.
» Hardly a day goes by without my thinking of her (= | think of her almost every day) .
» At the time, | hardly spoke any French.
* Therewas hardly a cloud in the sky.

2. used especially after ‘can’ or ‘could’ and before the main verb, to emphasize that it is difficult to do sth
* | can hardly keep my eyes open (= I'm almost falling asleep) .
* | could hardly believe it when | read the letter.

3. used to say that sth has just begun, happened, etc.
* We can't stop for coffee now, we've hardly started.
* We had hardly sat down to supper when the phone rang.
* (formal) Hardly had she spoken than she regretted it bitterly.

4. used to suggest that sth is unlikely or unreasonable or that sb is silly for saying or doing sth
* He is hardly likely to admit he was wrong.
* It's hardly surprising she was fired; she neverdid any work.
* It's hardly the time to discuss it now.
* You can hardly expect her to do it for free.
* ‘Couldn't you havejust said no?’ ‘Well, hardly (= of course not) , she's my wife's sister.’
* He's 24— hardly a baby.

Grammar Point:

hardly / scarcely / barely / no sooner
Hardly, scarcely and barely can all be used to say that something is only just true or possible. They are used with words like any
and anyone, with adjectives and verbs, and are often placed between can, could, have, be, etc. and the main part of the verb =
They have sold scarcely any copies of the book. <= | barely recognized her. <= His words were barely audible. <= | can hardly

believeit. Ol hardly can believeit.

Hardly, scarcely and barely are negative words and should not be used with not or other negatives: | can’t hardly believeit.

You can also use hardly, scarcely and barely to say that one thing happens immediately after another. = We had
hardly/scarcely/barely sat down at the table, when the phone rang. In formal, written English, especially in a literary style, these
words can be placed at the beginning of the sentence and then the subject and verb are turned around: = Hardly/Scarcely had we
sat down at the table, when the phone rang. Note that you usually use when in these sentences, not than. You can also use



before: = | scarcely had time to ring the bell before the door opened. No sooner can be used in the same way, but is always used
with than: = No sooner had we sat down at the table than the phone rang.

Hardly and scarcely can be used to mean ‘almost never, but barely is not used in this way: = She hardly (ever) sees her parents
these days. OShe barely sees her parents these days.

Which Word?:

hard / hardly
The adverbfrom the adjective hard is hard: = | have to work hard today. <= She has thought very hard about her future plans. <= It
was raining hard outside.
Hardly is an adverbmeaning ‘almost not’: = | hardly evergo to concerts. <= | can hardly wait for my birthday. It cannot be used
instead of hard: I've been working hardly today. <She has thought very hardly about her future plans. <lt was raining hardly
outside.
note at thardly
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hardly S2 W2 /'haldli$ 'haCirdliBrE ~ AmE = adverb
[Word Family: noun: thardship, thardness, thardiness; adjective: thard, 'hardened thardy; advert *hard, thardly; vertx
tharden]
1. almost not:
* My parents divorcedwhen | was six, and | hardly knew my father.
The children were so excited they could hardly speak.
| can hardly believeit.
Hardly anyone (=almost no one) writes to me these days.
Dad ate hardly anything (=almost nothing).
Therewas hardly any (=very little) traffic.
She lives in Spain, so we hardly ever (=almost never) see her.
hardly a day/week/month etc goes by without/when (=used to say that something happens almost every day, week eftc)
° Hardly a month goes by without another factory closing down.
2. used to mean ‘not’, when you are suggesting that the person you are speaking to will agree with you:
It's hardly surprising that she won’t answer his calls after the way he’s treated her.
You can hardly blame Tom for not waiting.
My boss could hardly be described as handsome.
hardly the time/place/person etc (=a very unsuitable time, place, person efc)
This is hardly the place to discuss the matter.
3. used to say that something has only just happened:
The building work has hardly begun.
hardly ... when/before
°  She had hardly sat down when the phone rang.
GRAMMAR
hardly, scarcely
Scarcely is more formal and literary than hardly.
These adverbs come before the verb, unless the verbis a simple tense of ‘be’, or after the first auxiliary:
= He was so ill he could hardly speak (NOT he hardly could speak).
» Do not use hardly or scarcely with a negative word:
= | can hardly believe (NOT can’t hardly believe)he said that.
= There’s hardly any milk left (NOT There’s hardly no milk left).
When talking about one event being followed closely by another, we usually use hardly or scarcely after ‘had’:
= | had hardly got in the house when the phone rang. In literary writing, it is possible to put hardly or scarcely first, followed by
‘had’ and the subject:
= Hardly had | got in the house when the phone rang.
» Do not use hardly as the adverbof hard. The adverbof hard is hard:
= Students haveto study very hard (NOT very hardly).
= | tried hard to remember.
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