thing Apresyan (En-Ru)
Bin] n
1. 1) BeWb; npegmeT
material things - dusnyeckne npegmeTsl
small thing - Bewnua
thing of beauty - kpacuBas BeLlb
expensive things - goporue Belu
the things of this world - npegmeTsl MaTepuanbHoromunpa
to be more interested in things than in human beings - HTepecoBaTbcs BelllaMmu 6onbLue, YeM MabMu
he likes to make things with his hands - oH no6ut mactepuTb
what's the thing in your hand? - yto 370 (3a WwTyka) y Tebs B pyke?
a thing in itself - gpurioc. Bewp B cebe
not a thing to be seen anywhere - Bc& nycto Bokpyr
2) pl aTpubyTHI
things Japanese - BCé AnoHCcKoe; BCE, YTO MMeeT OTHOLLEHME K AnoHMK
things political - nonutuka
to have a passion for things political - cTpacTHO yBnekaTbCa NOAUTUKOM
2. pl
1) umyLecTBo
they had to come with all their things - oHM JOMKHBI ObINN IBUTLCS CO BCEM CBOUM MMYLLECTBOM
to get rid of all the useless things in the house - n36aBnTLCS OT BCAKOro xnama B Jome
all the things in the house were burned - Bce Belun B floMe cropenu
| forbid you to touch my things - a1 3anpewato Tebe Tporatb Mou BeLLn
things personal [real] - rop. oBWXMMOe [HeBMXMMOE] MMYLLECTBO
things in action - rop. npaeo TpeboBaHWs] NMYLLECTBO, 3akniovatoleecs B TpeboBaHMAX
2) Bewm, Garax
to pack up one's things - ynakoBaTtb BeLm
his things are always lying around on - Bcerga pasbpacbsiBaeT CBOU BeLn
3. yacmo pl HocvnbHbIE BELW; oaexaa, npeameThbl ogexabl
bathing /swimming/ things - KynanbHbIN KOCTIOM
summer [winter] things - neTHne [3uMHKe] BeLmn
to put on [to take off] one's things - ogeTbca [pasgeTbes]
| haven'ta thing to wear - MHe He4yero HageTb
| have bought some new things for you - s kynun Tebe koe-kakune HoBble Beln (mrames U m. 1.)
we send the big things to the laundry - 6onblune Bewwn Mbl 0OTA4AEM B CTUPKY /CTUpaem B npavyeyHon/
4. ega; NUTbLE
sweet things - cnagoctwy, cnactn
good things - nakomcTBa
you must avoid sweet or starchy things - ns3terav cnagkoro u My4Horo
there was not a thing to eat - B JoMe He GbIN0 HW KPOLLIKK, €CTb ObINO COBEPLUEHHO HEYEro
some drugs are dangerous things - HekoTopble nekapcTBa OnacHbI Ansi 300pOBbS
5. pl 06bIKH. pa3es. NPUHAANEXHOCTK yTBapb; NpegmeTbl 06nxoaa
tea things - yanHaga nocyna
cooking things - KyxoHHasi yTBapb, KyXOHHbIE NMPUHALMNEXHOCTN
to wash up the tea things - nombITb YaiHy0 nocyay
the plumber hasn't brought his things - BogonpoBoauuk He 3axBaTusi ¢ cOO0 MHCTPYMEHTOB
6. 1) npom3BedeHne UCKycCcTBa, nNuTepaTtypblu m. . ; CO3AaHne
an excellent thing - BenukonenHas BeLLb
he wrote popular things for jazz-bands - oH nucan nonynspHble NPoM3BeLeHNs A8 AXa3-0pKecTpoB
2) pacckas; aHekaoT
here is a little thing of mine I'd like to read to you - BOT ogHa mMos BeluLa, KOTOpPYHo 1 XoTen 6bl NpoYnTaTh Bam
7. BeWb, SIBNEHNE
to look at things (from one's own point of view) - cmoTpeTb Ha Belm /Ha geno/ (Co cBoer COOCTBEHHOW TOUKM 3PEHUS)
to speak of differentthings - roBopuTb 0 pasHbIx BeLlax
to take things too seriously - npuHMMaTh BCE Yepecdyp BCEPbES, CIIULLKOM CEPLE3HO KO BCEMY OTHOCUTLCA
I must think things over- a gomkeH Bcé obaymatb
there's another thing I'd like to ask you about - 5 xoten 6bl cnpocuTb Bac (1) o gpyrom /ewé o6 ogHom/
it's the funniest thing | have everheard - B xun3Hu cBoen He cnbiwan H1Yero 6onee CMeLHOro
8. 06bIKH. pl obcTOATENLCTBE OOCTAHOBKA
the state of things - nonoxexwve Beluen /oen/
how are things? - kak (o6cToaT) gena?
tell me how things go /stand/? - pacckaxute MHe, kak ngyt /obcToaT gena?
as things go /stand, are/ now - npu cNoOXmMBLUMXCA 0BCTOATENBCTBAX MPWU HbIHELLIHEM NOSIOXEHWW AeN; B CIOXMBLUENCA obcTaHOoBKe
things have changed greatly - o6cTaHoBKa CyLLEeCTBEHHO U3MeHMnach
that wouldn't change things between us - 0T 3TOro HalM OTHOLLEHUA HE N3MEHATCS
things look black - Henb3s xgaTe HUYEro xopoLlero
things are getting better - nena nonpasnstTca
things might go wrong - BCé MOXeT copBaTbCH /MpoBanuTbCs/
that things should have come to this! - nogymaTb TonbKo, 40 Yero AowWo Aeno /Kak nameHmnucb obctoarenscraed!



we hope for better things - Mbl Hageemcsa Ha U3MeHeHMe K Ny4lemy /4To 06CTOATENLCTBAUIMEHSTCS K Nyylemy/
other things being equal - npy Npo4nx paBHbIX YCrOBUSIX
all things considered - yunTtbiBas Bcé
that's a nice thing! - xopowweHbkoe aeno!
9. peno
let's get this thing overwith quickly - naBanTe GbICTPO MOKOHYUM C 3TUM AENOM
| have several things to attend to - MHe (eLé) HY>KHO KOoe-4TO caenaThb; Y MeHs elé ecTb aena
he gets things done on - nobuBaeTcs cBoero, oH ymeeT Aenatb 4eN0
10. HeyTO, UTO-TO
to think hard things of a person - nnoxo gymaTb 0 YenoBeke
to go about saying things - 6onTatbBCsKOe
to talk of one thing and another - noroBoputb 0 TOM 0 CEM
to mutter dark things - 6opmoTaTbHeuTO Hepa3bopumBoe UIU 3aragoyHoe
he says the first thing that comes into his head - oH roBopuT nepBoe, 4TO B3OpPEOET eMy Ha yM
don't put things into his head - He 3abuBaiiTe emy ronoBy BCAKUM B34OPOM
something must be done to stop this sort of thing - Heo6x0aMMOo YTO-TO NPeaNPUHATL, YTOOLI NPEKPaTUTL Tak1e BeLL
I don't know a thing about algebra - 5 Hu4yero He cmbicnio B anrebpe
it doesn't mean a thing to me - 5 He BIXy B 3TOM HMKaKOro CMbICMa, MHE 3TO KaXeTCsi COBEPLUEHHON BeccmbIcuen
it would be a good thing to make sure of it - Hennoxo 66110 661 1 3TOM y6eanTbLCA
that's quite another thing - aTo coBcem gpyroe geno
neither one thing, nor another - Hu TO, HU AOpyroe
one thing or the other - nn6o To, NMbo apyroe
it's (just) one thing after another, if it's not one thing it's another - 3ToMy koHLa He BUAHO; TO OOHO, TO APYrO€; He TO, Tak Apyroe
what with one thing and another - To ogHO, To gpyroe - xnonoT He 0bepéLlbes
the thing I don't like about this plan - (T0) 4To MHe He HpaBuTCS B 3TOM NnaHe
the important thing to remember - To, 4TO BaXXHO 3aNOMHUTL, Ba>XHO 3aMOMHUTL TO ...
the best thing is ... - camoe nyuwee ..., ny4ywe Bcero ...
the next best thing - nyywee 13 ocranbHoro
the great thing - camoe BaxxHoe
the great thing was to get there in time - BO 4To 6bI TO HU CTano HyHO GbINo fOBpaThCs TyAa BOBpPEMS
strange thing - cTpaHHoe aeno
it's a strange thing he doesn't write - cTpaHHO, YTO OH He nuweT
the right thing - kak pa3 10 (410 Hago)
to say the right thing - ckasaTtb T0, 4TO HAgo
the wrong thing - coBcem He TO (4TO Hago)
to say the wrong thing - ckasaTb He To /HeBnonag/
not a thing - HM4TO
not a thing escaped him - HU4TO HE yCKONb3ano OT ero BHUMaHNS
11. petanb, 0CO6EHHOCTb
to worry overevery little thing - 6ecnokontbcsa No Kaxgomy MycTaKy
not a thing has been overlooked- H/N4TO He GbINO ynyLEeHO
it is the small things about him that puzzle me - B ero noBegeHun MeHs yauBnsaT pasHble /HEKOTOPbIE Menouyn
12. 4YTO-N. OYEHb HYXXHOE, BaXKHOe, nogxoadiwee u m. .
that's the thing - B aTom BCE geno, aTo camoe rnasHoe
the thing is ... - BC& geno B TOM ...; CyTb Aeria COCTOUT B TOM ...
the thing was to get home - npexae Bcero Hago 6bino gobpaTbca 4O AoMy
the only thing now is to take a taxi - eAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOXHO cenvac caenatb, 3TO B3ATb TakCu
(quite) the thing - a) (nmeHHO) TO, UTO Hafo; that's the very /just the/ thing - aTo Kak pa3 To, 4TO Hy>kHO; a good thrashing would be the
thing for him - 3agaTb emy xopoLuyo TPENKy - OH cpa3dy NONMET 4To Kk Yemy; 6) MmogHbIv, No moae; the latest thing in hats -
nocrnegHuin acoH LWAsinoK
13. 1) pencreue, NOCTYNOK
to wish to do great things - meutaTtb 0 6onbLLMX Aenax
| did no such thing - 9 He genan Hu4ero nogo6bHOro; A 1 He Ayman genatb 3TOro [cp. MXx. ¢ ]
to do the handsome thing by smb. - okasaTtb ycnyry Komy-i.; XOpoLIO MNOCTYMUTb MO OTHOLLUEHMIO K KOMY-11.
that's not at all the thing to do - 370 04eHb HEXOPOLLIO; 3TO HE NPUHATO (AenaTtb), Tak He NOCTynatoT
what a thing to do! - passe Tak MoxHo!, pa3Be Tak nocTynatoT!, Kak MOXHO BbIno caenaTtb Takoe!
we expect great things of you - Mbl MHOrOro ot Bac Xaém
2) cobbIThe
his death was a tragic thing - ero cmepTb 6bina TSKENbIM yaapom
strange things happened - nponcxoannu cTpaHHbIe BeLn
14. 1) cywectBO; co3gaHne
poor thing - 6egHspkKa
young thing - toHoe co3faHve
little thing - mantoTka, KpoLuka
a sweet little thing - npenectHas kpoLuka
dumb things - 6eccnoBecHble TBapu SKUBOTHbIE/
mean thing - nognas TBapb
foolish old thing - cTapbI gypak
no living thing has everdone it - HUKOMY eLLé He yfaBanochb 3TOro caenaTb



he was like a mad thing on - 06e3ymen o1 apocTu
2) 8 obpaweHuu pa3sa. YenoBek
dear thing - goporon
old thing - ctapuHa
you silly thing! - 6oneaH!; Hy 1 6onBaH xe Tbll
15. 8 covemaHuu ¢ npedwecmesyowum cyw. pase., rnpeHebp. ypoanueas Bellb
what's that veil thing you're wearing? - 4To 3TO Thl B Takyto Hernenyto Byarnb Bbipsagunach?
¢ spiritual things, things of the mind - gyxoBHble LeHHOCTU
in all things - Bo Bcex OTHOLLUEHUSX, BO BCEM
and things - n gpyroe, n Tomy nogobHoe
and another thing - n ewwé ogHo
sure thing - amep. HaBepHsiKa, KOHEYHO; camo cobor
near thing - onacHoe nonoxeHune, = Ha BOMNOCOK OT rn6enu
no such thing - HM4Yero Nogo6HOro; HUYTO HE MOXET ObITb AanbLue OT UCTUHbI [cp. M. 13, 1)]
no great things - Hn4ero ocobeHHoro, Tak cebe; He 6or BECTb YTO
(the) first thing - npexxae Bcero; nepBbIM AONTOM; NEPBO-HaNepBo
I'll write the letter (the) first thing in the morning - 3aBTpa yTpom nepebiM 4ENIOM HanuLwy NUCbLMO
(the) next thing - 3aTtem
(the) last thing - a) B nocnegHtoo ovepenp, Hanocnenok; HakoHel, 6) camoe HeOXMOaHHOE; TO, Yero MeHee BCEro MOXHO XaaTb
the same thing - To e camoe
for one thing - npexae Bcero; HayaTb C TOro, YTO; ANs Ha4Yana
for another thing - kpome TOro; Bo-BTOpPbLIX
of all things - amou.-ycun. Hy un Hy!, BOT Tebe 1 Ha!, Hago xe!, nogymaTb TOMbKO!
aboveall things - npexae Bcero; 6ornbLue Bcero, rnaBHbIM 06pa3om
among other things - mexay npoynm
as a general/as a usual/ thing - 06bI4HO, Kak NpaBuno
one of those things - HensbexxHast HeNPUATHOCTb (MO8CEOHEBHOU XKU3HU )
it's one of those things thing - B un3HM Bcsikoe ObiBaeT, HUYEro He nNogenaellb, NPUXOAUTCS MUPUTHCS
it is too much of a good thing - XOpoLLEHEKOr0 NOHEMHOXKY; 3TO YK CIMULLKOM /vyepecyyp/
it's a thing about him - 310 y Hero naedukc, oH noMeLuancs Ha 3TOM, OH HM O YEM OPYroM AymaTb HE MOXET
to have a thing about smth. - a) umeTb NpenybexaeHne NpoTuB Yero-n.; He TepneTbyero-n.; he has a thing about opening letters, and
neverdoes - OH TeprneTb He MOXET, Kora BCKPbIBAKOT (YyXKMe) NMCbMa, 1 caM HUKOrAa 3TOoro He aenaet, 6) ObiTb )XepTBoW
HaBA34YMBOW MaeN, MOMEeLLATbCA Ha YEM-I.
to have a thing about smb. - a) 6oroTBOpUTLKOro-n.; 6) He TEPNETbL KOro-1.
to have a thing for smb. - uMeTb cnabocTb kK KOMyY-I1.; OyLUM He YasTb B KOM-1.
to do one's (own) thing - nocTynatb B COOTBETCTBUMCO CBOUMU UHTEPECAMU, XeNaHuamMm u m. .
to make a thing (out) of smth. - npugaeatb (cnvwkom) 6onbLUOe 3HaYEHME, pa3ayBaTh YTO-N.
to make a good thing of smth. - nssneyb nonb3y 13 yero-n.
to know a thing or two - 3HaTb Koe-4TO; MOHMMaTb /3HaTL/ YTO K Yemy
to learn a thing or two - y3HaTb /MpoHtoXaTh/ KOe-4TO
to show smb. a thing or two - noka3aTtb KOMy-1. 4TO K Yemy
to teach smb. a thing or two - HayuuTb KOro-n. ymy-pasymy
to be up to a thing or two - koe B 4ém pasbupaTbCs, KOe-4TO 3HaTb
not to do a thing - nanev o naneuy He yaapuTb
not to be /to feel/ the thing - nnoxo cebsa yyBcTBOBaTH
I'm not quite the thing today - mHe cerogHsa He3gopoBUTCA
not to look the thing - nnoxo BbIMA4ETH
to see things - 6peaunTsb, rannoLMHUPOBaTL
to go the way of all things - ymepeTb, NponT 3eMHON NyTb A0 KOHLA

thing Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
thing [thing things] BrE [61n] = NAmE [61n]  noun

OBJECT

1. countable an object whose name you do not use because you do not need to or want to, or because you do not know it
» Can you pass me that thing overthere?
» She's very fond of sweet things (= sweet foods) .
» He's just bought one of those exercise things.
* Turn that thing off while I'm talking to you!

2. countable an object that is not alive in the way that people and plants are
» Don't treat her like that— she's a person, not a thing!
* He's good at making things with his hands.
» She took no interest in the people and things around her.

POSSESSIONS/EQUIPMENT
3. things plural (rather informal) objects, clothing or tools that belong to sb or are used for a particular purpose
 Shall | help you pack your things?
* Bring your swimming things with you.



* |'ll just clear away the breakfast things.
* Put your things (= coat, etc.) on and let's go.

ANYTHING
4. a thing singular used with negatives to mean ‘anything’ in order to emphasize what you are saying
* | haven'tgot a thing to wear!
» She hasn't had a thing to eat all day.
* Therewasn't a thing we could do to help.
* Ignore what he said— it doesn't mean a thing .

FACT/EVENT/SITUATION/ACTION

5. countable a fact, an event, a situation or an action; what sb says or thinks
* There are a lot of things she doesn't know about me.
» There's another thing I'd like to ask you.
* A terrible thing happened last night.
* He found the whole thing (= the situation) very boring.
* I'vegot loads of things to do today.
» The main thing to remember is to switch off the burglar alarm.
* | like camping, climbing and that sort of thing .
+ She said the first thing that came into her head.
* ‘Why did you tell her our secret?’ ‘| did no such thing
* Let's forget the whole thing (= everything) .

6. things plural (rather informal) the general situation, as it affects sb
* Things haven'tgone entirely to plan.
¢ (informal) Hi, Jane! How are things ?
* Think things over before you decide.
+ As things stand at present, he seems certain to win.
+ All things considered (= considering all the difficulties or problems) , she's done very well.
* Why do you make things so difficult for yourself?

WHAT IS NEEDEDRIGHT
7. countable, usually singular what is needed or socially acceptable
* You need something to cheer you up— | know just the thing!
« to say the right/wrong thing
* The best thing to do is to apologize.

THINGS OF PARTICULAR TYPE
8. things plural (formal) (followed by an adjective) all that can be described in a particular way
» She loves all things Japanese.

CREATURE
9. countable (used with an adjective) a living creature
* All living things are composed of cells.

PERSON/ANIMAL
10. countable (with an adjective) (informal) used to talk to or about a person or an animal, to show how you feel about them
* You silly thing!
* You must be starving, you poor things.
» The cat's veryill, poor old thing.
more at chance would be a fine thing at fchance ,, a close thing at fclose 2 aqj.» @ close run thing at tclose 2, | take it/things
one day at a time at 'day, to do the decent thing at decent, be the done thing at !done, take it/things easy at teasy ., , in the
nature of things at 'nature, a near thing at tnear adi» the only thing is... at tonly aqj., overdoit/things at toverdo push it/things at
tpush , , the real thing at freal, the/sb's scheme of things at fscheme ., the shape of things to come at tshape ,, sure thing at
tsure adj.» @s it/things turned out at tturn , , haveit/things/everything your own way at tway |, work it/things at twork
Idioms: !A is one thing, B is another= ta good thing ... = tall things being equal = tall things to all men = *and things = fcome to
the same thing = 'do things to somebody = *do your own thing = ffirst things first = for one thing = thavea thing about somebody
= it isn't my/his thing = tit's a ... thing = tit's one thing to do A, it's another thing to do B = 'know somebody a thing or two = flast
thing = 'make a thing of something = 'no bad thing ... = 'not know the first thing about somebody = tnot quite the thing = ‘one of
those things = 'one thing after another = tone thing leads to another= tonto a good thing = !seeing things = 'there's only one
thing forit = fthese things are sent to try us = 'thingis = tthings that go bump in the night = too much of a good thing = twith one
thing and another= ... thing

Word Origin:
Old English, of Germanic origin; related to German Ding. Early senses included ‘meeting’ and ‘matter, concern’ as well as

‘inanimate object’.

Synonyms :



situation

circumstances e position ¢ conditions ¢ things * the case ¢ state of affairs
These are all words for the conditions and facts that are connected with and affect the way things are.
situation -« all the things that are happening at a particular time and in a particular place: = the present economic situation
circumstances ¢ the facts that are connected with and affect a situation, an eventor an action; the conditions of a person's life,
especially the money they have = The ship sank in mysterious circumstances .
position ¢ the situation that sb is in, especially when it affects what they can and cannot do: = She felt she was in a position of
power.
conditions ¢ the circumstances in which people live, work or do things; the physical situation that affects how sth happens: = We
were forced to work outside in freezing conditions.
circumstances or conditions?
Circumstances refers to sb's financial situation; conditions are things such as the quality and amount of food or shelter they
have The circumstances that affect an eventare the facts surrounding it; the conditions that affect it are usually physical ones,
such as the weather.
things ¢ (rather informal) the general situation, as it affects sb: = Hi, Jane! = How are things? <= Think things over before you
decide.
the case - the true situation: = If that is the case = (= if the situation described is true) =, we need more staff.
state of affairs ¢ a situation: = How did this unhappy state of affairs come about?
situation or state of affairs?
State of affairs is mostly used with this. It is also used with adjectives describing how good or bad a situation is, such as happy,
sorry, shocking, sad and unhappy, as well as those relating to time, such as present and current. Situation is much more
frequentand is used in a wider variety of contexts.
in (a) particular situation/circumstances /position/state of affairs
the/sb's economic/financial /social situation/circumstances/position/conditions
(a/an) happy/unhappy situation/circumstances/position/state of affairs
to look at/review the situation/circumstances/conditions/things

Synonyms:

things

stuff « property ¢ possessions ° junk ¢ belongings ¢ goods ¢ valuables
These are all words for objects or items, especially ones that you own or have with you at a particular time.
things * (rather informal) objects, clothing or tools that you own or that are used for a particular purpose: = Shall | help you pack
your things? <= Bring your swimming things.
stuffe [U] (informal) used to referto a group of objects when you do not know their names, when the names are not important or
when it is obvious what you are talking about: = \Where's all my stuff?
property  [U] (rather formal) a thing or things that are owned by sb: = This building is governmentproperty. <= Be careful not to
damage other people's property.
possessionse things that you own, especially sth that can be moved = Prisoners were allowed no personal possessions except
letters and photographs.
junk ¢ [U] things that are considered useless or of little value = I'vecleared out all that old junk from the attic.
belongings ° possessions that can be moved, especially ones that you have with you at a particular time: = Please make sure
you have all your belongings with you when leaving the plane.
goods ¢ (technical or rather formal) possessions that can be moved = He was found guilty of = handling stolen goods =.
valuables - things that are worth a lot of money, especially small personal things such as jewellery or cameras: = Neverleave
cash or other valuables lying around.
personal things/stuff/property/possessions/belongings
to collect/gather/pack (up) your things/stuff/possessions/belongings
to search sb's/your/the things/stuff/property/belongings
to go through sb's/your/the things/stuff/belongings

Vocabulary Building:
Other words for thing
Instead of using the word thing, try to use more precise and interesting words, especially in formal written English.
aspect = That was the most puzzling aspect of the situation. ( = ...the most puzzling thing about... )
attribute = Curiosity is an essential attribute for a journalist. ( = ...an essential thing for a journalist to have )
characteristic = This bird has severalinteresting characteristics . ( = There are severalinteresting things about this bird. )
detail = | want to know every detail of what happened. ( = ...everything about... )
feature = Noise is a familiar feature of city life. ( = ...a familiar thing in city life. )
issue = She has campaigned on many controversial issues. ( = ...many controversial things. )
matter = We have several important matters to deal with at this meeting. ( = ...severalimportant things... )
point = That’s a very interesting point you made. ( = ...a very interesting thing you said. )
subject = The book covers a number of subjects. (= ...a number of things. )
topic = We discussed a wide range of topics. ( = ...a wide range of things. )
trait = Her generosity is one of her most attractive traits. (= ...one of the most attractive things about her. )
Don’t use thing after an adjective when the adjective can be used on its own: = Having your own computer is very useful. $Having
your own computer is a very useful thing.
It is often more natural to use words like something, anything, etc. instead of thing: = | have something important to tell you. <1
have an important thing to tell you. $= Do you want anything else? ¢Do you want any other thing?
It is more natural to say a lot, a great deal, much, etc. rather than many things: = | have so much to tell you. <1 haveso many




things to tell you. $= She knows a lot about basketball. $'She knows many things about basketball.

Example Bank:
* Abby is just the sweetest little thing!

* Advertising on blogs is going to be the next big thing.

« All other things being equal, the bigger fighter should win.

« All things considered, | think we'vedone a good job.

» Among other things, | have to deal with mail and keep the accounts.
» Apologizing is neverthe easiest thing to do.

* As things stand at present, he seems certain to win.

» Books may one day become a thing of the past.

* Calling a doctor seemed the logical thing to do.

* Clear your painting things away.

* Clear your painting things= materials away.

» Come on kids, get your things together— we're going.

* Don't worry about it— just let things take their course.

* Entertaining people is the most natural thing in the world for her.
* Fame and fortune don't mean a thing if you don't have happiness.
» Hang on a second— I'll just take off my painting things.

» He apologized, and asked for a chance to put things right.

» He asked me how things were going.

* He did the decent thing and resigned.

* He did the right thing and went back to his wife.

* He hadn't washed up the dinner things yet.

* He has a funny way of doing things.

» He loses his temper at the slightest thing.

* He makes things out of wood.

* He offeredto help, but she assured him she had things in hand.
* He's the nearest thing to a film star I'veever met.

» Her apology only servedto make things worse.

* His new film seems like a sure thing= a certain success.

* | admit it was a foolish thing to do.

* | can't see a thing without my glasses.

« | did all the right things but | couldn't get the engine to start.

* | did my usual thing of losing my keys.

* | give thanks for every little thing.

* | haveloads of things to do today.

* | haveto work things out my own way.

* | haven'teaten a thing all day.

* | just don't know if things are going to work out.

* | managed to get on the train, but it was a close thing= | almost missed it.
* | managed to get on the train, but it was a close-run thing.

* | marched into his office to get a few things straight.

* | need to buy a few basic things like bread and milk.

* | want to get things sorted out before | go away.

* | wanted to be a musician, but teaching music is the next best thing.
* I'm going to arrive early because | don't want to miss a thing.

* I'm sure things will turn out OK.

* |I'vebetter things to do than stand here chatting all day!

* lced tea— the very thing!

* |If she works hard she's capable of great things.

* |t might speed things up if you call them.

* It's a good thing you remembered to turn off the gas!

* It's impossible to get things done when you're looking after a baby.
* It's just a practice, not the real thing.

* It's no bad thing to express your anger.

* It's not the done thing to ask someone how much they earn.

* It's such a small thing to ask.

 Jack knows a thing or two about kids— he has five

* Let's forget the whole thing.

* Nobody said a thing when he appeared with a wig on.

* One thing led to another and we ended up dating.

* People defraud their companies every day, but Mike would neverdo such a thing!
» She always manages to say the wrong thing.

+ She helped with the everyday things like shopping and cooking.
+ She'd started the term studying hard, but now was beginning to let things slip.
+ She's taken a few days off to think things over.

* She's tricked you, and you can't do a thing about it.

* Sorry, | didn't mean to complicate things.



» That was a horrible thing to say to her.

* That wasn't a very smart thing to do!

* The amazing thing is, he wouldn't accept any money!

* The baby's a pretty little thing.

* The best thing about Alan is he's always honest.

* The best thing would be to apologize straight away.

* The key thing is to remain calm.

* The last thing she wanted was to upset her parents.

» The pay cut was just a taste of things to come.

* There are plenty of things to say about it.

» There are some weird things going on in that house.

» There was a week to go to the deadline and things were looking good.
» There's no such thing as ghosts.

» There's nobody at the door— you must have been imagining things!
» They go canoeing, climbing, that sort of thing.

» They hired temporary staff to keep things going overthe summer.

» They patched things up a week after their quarrel.

» Things came to a head when money was found to be missing from the account.
» Things looked bleak for the future of the factory.

» Too much studying can be a bad thing.

 Try not to let things get to you.

* Try to look at things from my point of view.

* Try to look on your rejection as a positive thing.

* We arrangedto meet and talk things over.

» We chatted about school, but | could tell she had other things on her mind.
* We were in trouble but now things are looking up.

* What's the next thing you want me to do?

* Who's been saying things about me?

* Who's going to look after things while you're away?

* You must be starving, you poor thing!

* You should suggest changes, rather than accept things as they are.
* ‘Why did you tell her our secret?’ ‘I did no such thing!

* Don't treat her like that— she's a person, not a thing!

» He found the whole thing very boring.

* He ran down the hill, screaming like a wild thing.

* He's good at making things with his hands.

» He's just bought one of those exercise things.

* | like camping, climbing and that sort of thing.

* It's a good thing we got here early.

» She's very fond of sweet things.

» The cat's very ll, poor old thing!

* The main thing to remember is to switch off the burglar alarm.

* There are a lot of things you don't know about me.

» There's another thing I'd like to ask you.

* Turn that thing off while I'm talking to you!

» We didn't want the press to get hold of the story, but it might be no bad thing.

thing Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
thing S1 W1 /61y BrFE =~ AmE = noun
[Language: Old English; Origin: 'meeting, council, thing]
1. IDEA/ACTION/FEELING/FACT [countable] an idea, action, feeling, or fact that someone thinks, does, says, or talks about, or that
happens:
°  People say things they don’t mean when they are angry.

"

It was a horrible thing to happen.

"

| plan to do all the things I've been meaning to do for ages.

"

The first thing to do is to give them food and shelter.
°  That's a terrible thing to say.
do the right/decent/honourable etc thing
1 kept wonderingif | was doing the right thing.
this/that/what sort of thing
A priest has to arrange funerals, marriages, that sort of thing.
Getting more American ideas into British business would be a good thing.
‘| did no such thing,” he protested.
| know a thing or two (=a lot) about dogs.
In a democracy, it is no bad thing to be able to compromise (=it is good, even though it may not seem good).
2. OBJECT [countable] an object that you are talking about without saying its name, or whose name you do not know:
What's that red thing?
I'll just switch this thing off.
There was a round metal thing on the path.
... and things (=and other similar things)



The shed is where we keep our tools and things.
3. CLOTHES/POSSESSIONS things [plural] especially British English clothes and possessions SYN stuff American English
sb’s things
° Jim began to unpack his things.
| want to sell some of my things, but they aren’t worth much.
4. EQUIPMENT things [plural] especially British English the tools, equipment, clothes etc that you need for a particular job, sport
etc SYN stuff American English
sb’s writing/school/Christmas etc things
| left my swimming things at home.
the shed where he kept his gardening things
5. SITUATION things [plural] life in general and the way it is affecting people:
° By the end of 1942, things were starting to change.
Things could be worse.
As things turned out, we didn’t have much time.
How are things with you, Sarah?
make things easy/difficult/hard
°  She would get angry quickly, which made things difficult for me.
We can’t change the way things are.
6. NOTHING [singular, uncountable] used as part of a negative statement to mean ‘anything’
not a thing
° I couldn’t find a thing that | wanted to buy.
He took his glasses off and couldn’t see a thing.
Don’t worry about a thing.
There’s no such thing as ghosts (=they do not exist).
7. PERSON/ANIMAL [countable] used to talk to or about a person or animal, when you are describing what they are like or showing
sympathy for them:
°  Thebaby is a nice little thing when he’s not screaming.
°  She was terribly upset, poor thing.
8. MAKE A COMMENT [countable usually singular] used to say something about a particular part of a situation, person etc
thing about
: The thing about teaching is that it takes more time to prepare than most people realize.
the funny/strange/best etc thing
°  Thefunny thing is, | really enjoyed it, eventhough | hadn’t expected to.
It's a good thing you saw her before she saw you.
9. the thing is spoken used when you are going to explain something, give the reason for something, or give an opinion:
‘It sounds like a good idea. Why don’t you invest?’ ‘Well, the thing is, | can’t affordto.’
the thing is that
°  Thething is that you can’t always judge your own work.
10. the last thing somebody wants/expects/needs etc something that someone does not want, expect etc at all:
The last thing | want is to upset him.
The last thing | should have done was let her move into my house.
11. last thing British English at the end of a day, afternoon, eveningetc:
She likes a hot bath last thing at night.
12. first thing at the beginning of a day, morning, afternoon etc:
* Jean liked to go for a swim first thing in the morning.
13. among other things used when you are giving one fact, reason, effect etc but want to suggest that there are many others:
The substance is used in the manufacture of cosmetics and drugs, among other things.
14. for one thing used to give one reason for something:
Well, for one thing, it's too big.
He’s not that wonderful. He’s bad-tempered for one thing.
15. be a thing of the past to no longer exist or happen:
Before AIDS, many health care experts believedthat large-scale infectious diseases were a thing of the past.
16. it’'s a good thing (that) spoken used to say that it is lucky or good that something has happened:
° It's a good thing we brought some food with us.
17. something is just one of those things used to say that something unpleasant or unlucky cannot be prevented:
° It wasn't really the driver’s fault; it was just one of those things.
18. the thing about/with somebody/something used to say what the problem with someone or something is:
The thing about talk shows is that you neverknow how they will turn out.
19. all (other) things being equal used to say that something is true in general, but that other things may cause the situation to
change:
All things being equal, smaller animals need smaller brains.
20. just the thing/the very thing exactly the thing that you want or that is necessary:
* A holiday is probably just the thing for you.
21. of all things used to show that you are surprised or shocked by something that someone has done or said:
°  She gaveup a promising career as a stockbroker to become a weaver, of all things.
22. do your own thing informal to do something in the way that you like instead of copying other people or following strict rules:
* |just want to live my own life and do my own thing.
23. it’s a girl/football/music etc thing informal used to say that something involvesor affects a particular group of people only:
°  Computer games aren’t just a guy thing.
24. all things considered when you consider all the parts or events of a situation:




All things considered, we had surprisingly few injuries.
25. be all things to all men/people to try to please or be useful to all of many different groups, often without succeeding:
In order to get votes, he tries to be all things to all men.
26. be onto a good thing informal if you are onto a good thing, you are in a situation that is very helpful, comfortable, or profitable
for you
think/know you are onto a good thing
°  Directors who take dividends instead of salary may think they are onto a good thing but could have problems on retirement.
27. make a big thing of/about/out of something to make something seem more important than it really is:
* You can apologise without making a big thing out of it.
28. the done thing British English old-fashioned informal the way of behavingor doing something that is socially acceptable:
29. it’s one thing to ..., (it’s) another thing to ..., used to say that doing one thing is very different from doing another thing,
especially where the second thing is more difficult, important, or serious:
I's one thing being able to run fast, but quite another to win a marathon.
30. what with one thing and another British English spoken used to explain that you have had a lot of work, problems, or jobs
that you had to do:
° I'vebeen so busy these last few days, what with one thing and another.
31. have a thing about somebody/something informal to like or dislike someone or something very much, often without a good
reason:
She’s always had a thing about Peter.
32. one thing leads to another used to explain how a series of events caused something to happen without giving any details:
°  One thing led to another and, before | knew it, | had invited her family to stay.
33. the (latest) thing informal something that is popular or fashionable at the moment:
° When Amelia bought a new car it had to be the latest thing.
34. (doltry) the ... thing American English spoken used to talk about an activity and everything that is involvedwith it:
* Jody tried the college thing but finally dropped out.
35. there is only one thing for it British English spoken used to say that there is only one action that you can take:
°  There’s only one thing for it. We'll haveto call the police.
36. one (damn/damned) thing after another used to say that a lot of unpleasant or unlucky things keep happeningto you
37. taking one thing with another British English considering all the facts
38. do things to somebody to have a strong effect on someone
= amount/come to the same thing at 'same’(4), = the best thing since sliced bread at 'slice2(4), = first things firstat
tfirst(7), = living things at 1tliving’(1), = be hearing things at 'hear(10), = be seeing things at 'see’(28)
COLLOCATIONS (for Meaning 3)
Bverbs
= things go well/badly etc If things went well, we would double our money in five years. | How did things go?
= things change Things have changed dramatically overthe last few years.
= things improve Things appearto be improving.
= things get worse As the recession proceeds, things will get worse.
Mphrases
= make things worse/easier/difficult Measures to slow down traffic on the main street have actually made things worse.
= as things stand (=at present) As things stand at the moment, | have no intention of becoming a candidate myself.
= as things turned out (=used fo say what happened or was discovered in the end) Obviously, there had to be some mistake.
As things turned out, there was.
= the way things are (=the present situation) 'm not at all dissatisfied with the way things are at the moment.

THESAURUS
= thing used when you do not need to say the name, or when you do not know the name: What's that thing on the kitchen table? |
Haveyou got all your things?
= something a thing — used when you are not sure what the thing is: There’s something on your shirt.
= object especially written a solid thing: a sharp metal object
= item formal a particular kind of thing, or one of a group of things: household items | a luxury item | an item of equipment | The
items included pieces of old pottery. | You are not allowed to take sharp items onto the plane.
= article formal a particular kind of thing, or one of a group of things. Article is very formal, and is used especially in the phrase
an article of clothing: They found several articles of clothing in the bushes. | suspicious articles | Each article has a card with it
giving more information.
= artifact (also artefact) formal an object that someone has made, especially one that is very old and has historical value: The
museum has a collection of early Roman artifacts.
= thingy (a/lso thingamajig /thingamabob ) spoken informal a thing — used especially when you cannot remember the name of
the thing, but often the other person knows what you are talking about: Can you pass me the thingy?
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