skirmish
1. ['ska:mif] n
1. cTbluKa, cxBaTKa, CTONKHOBEHWE
border skirmishes - norpaHuyHble CTbIYKK
domestic skirmishes - cemenHble nepenanku
he fell in a skirmish - oH nornd B cxBaTke
a skirmish of wits - 6opbba ymos
2. nepecTpenka
skirmish chain /formation, line/ - eoen. cTpenkoBas Lenb
2. ['ska:mif] v
1. cpaxaTtbcs (MenikuMu cHapsidamu); CXBaTUTbCA
2. 3aBA3aTb NepecTpernky
3. pbICKaTb B MOUCKaX Yero-ni.

Apresyan (En-Ru)

skirmish
skir-mish [skirmish skirmishes skirmished skirmishing]
NAmE ['sk3rm(]C

BrE ['sk3im[]L

Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.

1. a short fight between small groups of soldiers, etc, especially one that is not planned

» Several people were killed in skirmishes during the night.
2. a short argument, especially between political opponents
* a skirmish between the two party leaders

Word Origin:

Middle English (as a verb): from Old French eskirmiss -, lengthened stem of eskirmir, from a Germanic verb meaning ‘defend’ .

Example Bank:
* Minor skirmishes broke out all along the border.

» They were involvedin a skirmish with rival fans.
* a skirmish overboundaries

 an opening skirmish in the protracted media battle ahead

« skirmishes between the police and guerillas

* Therewas a short skirmish between party leaders when the governmentannounced the new tax increases.

Derived Words 'skirmisher = fskirmishing

intransitive
to take part in a short fight or argument
Verb forms: »erb forms

presant senp ke
1/ you | we fthey akirmmish
BE [/ shzom )
[MArE /skaxmna]f |
he / she fit |skrmisres
BrE [/ skeomg )
.hl.ﬂm'E I skaxma[1zf
past simpla, past parl'l:ple-skrmrd"ed
BrE [ “skazma Y
MiumE [ sk e [t
-ing form skirmishing
BrE [ “shz e

MAmE [ sk :m1 [y

Word Origin:

Middle English (as a verh): from Old French eskirmiss -, lengthened stem of eskirmir, from a Germanic verb meaning ‘defend’.

Example Bank:
* The patrol skirmished with the enemy for several hours.

skirmish

skirmish /'sk3aCmO$/'sks-BrE = AmE ~ noun [countable]

Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)

[Date: 1300-1400; Language: Old French; Origin: escaramouche, from Old Italian scaramuccia]
1. a fight between small groups of soldiers, ships etc, especially one that happens away from the main part of a battle — used in

news reports
skirmish with/between/over

The young soldier was killed in a skirmish with governmenttroops.
2. a short argument, especially between political or sports opponents

skirmish with/between/over
*  Bates was sent off after a skirmish with the referee.



a budget skirmish between the President and Congress
—skirmish verb [intransitive]:
They skirmished briefly with soldiers from Fort Benton.
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