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to make sth worse, especially a disease or problem
Syn: taggravate
 His aggressive reaction only exacerbated the situation.
* The symptoms may be exacerbated by certain drugs.
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Word Origin:

Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.

mid 17th cent.: from Latin exacerbat- ‘made harsh’, from the verb exacerbare, from ex- (expressing inducement of a state) +
acerbus ‘harsh, bitter’. The noun exacerbation (late Middle English) originally meant ‘provocationto anger’.
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to make a bad situation worse:

The recession has exacerbated this problem.

| don’t want to exacerbate the situation.
—exacerbation /1g,zeesa'beifsan $ -sor-/ noun [uncountable]

Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)

‘bitter"]

exacerbate
1250097311

1500050984

7k EXACERBATE 2993

exacerbate 792

exacerbates 266
exacerbated 1509
exacerbating 306
exacerbation 120

COCA 500k Unlemmatized

54629213582 vvij

20151585210 w0

Freakuency Pack




