precious Apresyan (En-Ru)
1. ['prefos] n
nobumbI, JOporom
my precious - MO NOBUMbIA, MO JOPOro, MOV AparoLeHHbI, MOV HeHarnsaHbI
2. ['prefes] a
1. oparoueHHbIn
precious stones - oparoueHHbIe KaMHU
precious metals - GnaropogHble MeTanmnbl
precious time - gparoueHHOe Bpems
precious knowledge - LieHHble 3HaHuS
2. poporon, nodumebIn
precious recollections - goporne BocnomMMHaHus
my precious darling - Mo NOGUMbIN, MO ApParoLeHHbIN, MO HeHarnaaHbIN
his devotionis very precious to me - 4 o4eHb LieH0 ero npegaHHoCTb
this ring is precious to me because of its associations - 3T0 KONbLIO JOPOro MHE M13-3a CBA3aHHbLIX C HUM BOCMOMUHaHUN
3. MaHepHbIN, N3OLLPEHHBIN; U3bICKaHHbIN (0 S3bIKe, crioze)
4. amou.-ycurs. COBEPLUEHHbIV, abCOMTHbLIN
a precious rascal - HacTOALNIN MOLLEHHUK
a precious funk - OTbABMEHHBLINTPYC
to make a precious mess of things - 3gopoBo 3anyTtaTb gena
what a precious friend! - xopow gpyr!
a precious sight of - o4eHb MHOrO
he thinks a precious sight of himself - oH cnuwikom BbICOKOro MHeHUs 0 cebe
a precious pair - Hu4ero cebe /Ta ewé/ napoyka
do not be in such a precious hurry! - He neTutecnoms ronosy!
a precious fool | should look! - 51 6bl BeIrAAen HacTOAWMM Aypakom!
5. pa3e. npekpacHbli, 3aMmeyaTenbHbIv
her little house is just precious! - e€ gomuk Tak mun!
3. ['prefes] adv pasa. amou.-ycur.
OYeHb, BECbMa, 300pOBO
precious few - o4ueHb marno
he took precious good care of that - oH o4eHb 3a60TuKNCs 06 3TOM
it is precious cold - 30opoBO X0NO0gHO
there is precious little hope - Hagexxgbl NoYTK HET
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pre-cious BrE ['prefos]  NAmE ['prefos]

1. rare and worth a lot of money
* a precious vase
» The crown was set with precious jewels— diamonds, rubies and emeralds.
see also 'precious metal. 'precious stone
2. valuable or important and not to be wasted
» Clean water is a precious commaodity in that part of the world.
* You're wasting precious time!
3. loved or valued very much
Syn: treasured
* precious memories /possessions
4. only before noun (informal) used to show you are angry that another person thinks sth is very important
* | didn't touch your precious car!
5. (disapproving (especially of people and their behaviour) very formal, exaggerated and not natural in what you say and do
Syn: faffected

Word Origin:
Middle English: from Old French precios, from Latin pretiosus ‘of great value’, from pretium ‘price’.

Synonyms :
valuable

precious e priceless ¢ irreplaceable
These words all describe sth that is worth a lot of money or very important to sb.
valuable - worth a lot of money: = The thieves took three pieces of valuablejewellery.
precious * rare and worth a lot of money; loved or valued very much: = a precious Chinese vase, valuedat half a million pounds <=
precious memories of our time together
priceless * extremely valuable loved or valued very much: = a priceless collection of antiques
irreplaceable - too valuable or special to be replaced
valuabléprecious/priceless/irreplaceable possessions
valuabléeprecious/priceless antiques/jewels /jewellery

Example Bank:



* You are infinitely precious to me.
» My family is the most precious thing | havein my life.
* The crown was set with precious stones — diamonds, rubies and emeralds.
» They found a precious Chinese vase, valued at half a million pounds.
* They managed to salvage a few precious possessions from the fire.
* precious metals
Derived Word 'preciousness

informal) ~ little/few used to emphasize the fact that there is very little of sth or that there are very few of sth
» There's precious little to do in this town.
* Precious few people can affordthose prices.

Word Origin:
[precious preciousness| Middle English: from Old French precios, from Latin pretiosus ‘of great value’, from pretium ‘price’.

precious Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)

. pre'cious’ /'prefos/ BrE =~ AmE = adjective
[Date: ; Language: ; Origin: price ']

1. something that is precious is valuable and important and should not be wasted or used without care
precious seconds/minutes/hours/time
* We cannot afford to waste precious time.
planes delivering precious supplies of medicine and food
our planet’s precious resources
2. rare and worth a lot of money
precious gem/stone/jewel
°  a statue coveredwith precious jewels
3. precious memories or possessions are important to you because they remind you of people you like or events in your life
precious to
The doll is cracked and worn, but it's precious to me because it was my mother’s.
4. [only before noun] spoken used to show that you are annoyed that someone seems to care too much about something:
* I nevertouched your precious car!
5. spoken used to speak to someone you love, especially a baby or small child:
°  Come sit by me, precious.
6. American English spoken used in order to describe someone or something that is small and pretty SYN cute:
°  Thekids gave me that ornament. Isn'’t it precious?
7. formal too concerned about style or detail in your writing or speech, so that it does not seem natural:
His early work is rather precious and juvenile.
—preciously adverb
—preciousness noun [uncountable]
COLLOCATIONS
HMnouns
= time My time is precious, and | don't want to waste it.
= seconds/moments/minutes/hours Ve knew we only had a few more precious hours together.
= resources The governmenthas squandered the country’s precious resources.
= commodity \Water is a precious commodity.
= asset The organization’s most precious asset is its staff.
= gift Her iliness made her appreciate more the precious gift of life.

THESAURUS
Mvery special and important
= precious very special and important to someone - used about people or things: My family have always been precious to me. |
His free time was very precious to him. | the place where | kept my most precious things
= prized very special and important to someone, so that they want very much to keep them or obtain them: The book was one of
his most prized possessions. | The shells are prized for their beauty (=are considered to be very special).
= treasured very special and important to someone, especially because it is connected with someone they love: the case in
which she kept her most treasured possessions | The holiday was now a treasured memory. | a treasured gift from her
grandmother
= irreplaceable extremely special and important, especially because it is the only one of its kind: The manuscripts are said to be
irreplaceable.
Il. precious2 BrE = AmE = adverb informal
precious little/few very little or very few:
| had precious little time for reading.
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