excuse Apresyan (En-Ru)
1. [Ik’skju:s] n
1. n3BuHeHVe
there is no excuse for it - 3T0 HENPOCTUTENBHO
give them my excuses - U3BMHUTECH Nepen HUMK 3a MEHS
| owe you every excuse for my behaviouryesterday - 9 gomxeH npuHecTM BaM rrybovanilee N3BMHEHNE 32 MOV BUYEpaLLHUN
MoCTYMoK
2. 1) onpaBaaHve
in excuse - B onpaBAaHue
this is no excuse - aTO HE MOXET CNYXMUTb OnpaBgaHMeM /U3BMHeEHEM
without good excuse - 6e3 yBaXkutenbHOM NPUYnHbI
it affords ample excuse for ... - 3TO CNYXMT OCTATOYHbIM ONpaBAaHNEM AN ...
ignorance of the law is no excuse - He3HaHMe 3aKOHa HE MOXET CMYXUTb OnpaBgaHNEM
2) oTroBopka, npegsor
lame /poor, thin/ excuse - cnabas /HeybeauTenbHasy oTroBopka
on /under/ various excuses - nog pasHbIMW NpeaoraMmm
to make /to offer’ excuses - onpaBapIBaTLCH, HAXOANUTL OTFOBOPKY
he had numerous excuses to offerfor being late - oH Haxogun MHorouncneHHsle OTroBopkK /Npeanoru/, 4Tobbl onpasaaTh CBOU
ono3sfaHus
he is good at making excuses - =~ OH Bcerga cymeeT OTrOBOPUTLCSA
3) nosog, npegor
he gave his audience an excuse for yawning - ero BbICTynfnieH1e He MO0 He 3aCTaBUTb CryLLaTenen 3eeatb
excuse for a prosecution - nosog Ans NpUBNEYEHUs K cyay
excuse for aggression - npegnor Ans arpeccum
3. ocBoboxaeHue (om obssaHHocmu, pabombl U m. 11.)
4. npe3p. GpakoBaHHbLIN AK3EMNNAP; CypporaT; nogaenka
that coward is barely an excuse for a man - 370T TpyC NpoOCTO Napoausa Ha YernoBeka
his latest effortis a poor excuse for a novel - ero nocnegHee nponseeaeHne - 3To cypporaT pomMaHa
2. [Ik’skju:z] v
1. U3BMHATBL, NpoLlaThb
excuse me! - npoctu(te)!, BuHoBaT, n3BmHU(TE)!
please excuse my interruption - U3BMHNTE, 4YTO A1 Bac nepebuBaro
excuse my glove - NpoCTUTE YTO S HE CHAN NepyaTky (Mpu pyKonoxamuu)
excuse me for coming late, excuse my coming late - n3BnHuTe 3a onosgaHve
please excuse the delay - kaHUy. NPOCUM U3BMHUTL HAacC 3a 3a4ePXKY
2. CNyXuTb onpasgaHnem
this does not excuse him - 370 ero He onpaBgbiBaeT
to be excused by law - HaxoanTb OpMANYECKOe onpaBhaHne
injustice excuses strong responses - HeCcrpaBeAIMBOCTb OMpaBAbIBAET SHEPIUYHbIA OTMOP
3. ocBoboxaaTb (om obsisaHHocmu, pabomai)
to excuse smb. from attendance - ocBo60AUTE KOroO-N. OT NPUCYTCTBUS, Pa3peLLnTb KOMy-I. He MPUCYTCTBOBATL (Ha cobpaHuu u m.
n.)
| cannot excuse you from attending the classes - 9 He Mmory ocBo6oauTb Bac OT NOCeLLeHNst /OTNyCTUTbL Bac ¢/ 3aHATUI
we will excuse your presence - Mbl pa3pellaem BaM He MPUBETCTBOBATb
he asked to be excused from the lesson - oH npocun OTAYCTUTL €ro C ypoka
he was excused the entrance fee - oH 6b111 0CBOGOXAEH OT BCTYNUTENBHOIO B3HOCA
4. refl
1) M3BMHATBLCS, NPOCUTL NPOLLLEHUS
he excused himself for being so careless - OH N3BMHMMCA 3a CBOKO HEOCTOPOXHOCTb
2) NpocuTb paspeLLeHns yaanmTbCs
| excused myself from the table - 5 n3BMHWNCA 1 BbILEN 13-3a cTONA
3) oTnpalumBaTbCs; NPOCUTL 0CBOBOANTL (0m 4Yee2o-/1.)
he excused himself from participating in the card game - oH nonpocun yBonuTb €ro oT y4acTnsa B KapTOYHON Urpe
I should like to excuse myself from attending the meeting - paspelunTe MHe He NpucyTCTBOBaTbL Ha cOBpaHum
4) onpaBApbiBaTLCS; OTrOBAPMBaTHCS YEM-TI.
he excused himself by saying he was not well-disposed - B cBoé onpaBaaHvne OH cocriancs Ha He3a4opoBbe

excuse Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
ex-cuse [excuse excuses excused excusing] noun, verb
noun BrE [1k'skjullgd~ : NAmE [1k'skju 1§
1. a reason, either true or invented, that you give to explain or defend your behaviour
« Late again! What's your excuse this time?
» ~ (for sth) There's no excuse for such behaviour
» ~ (for doing sth) His excuse for forgetting her birthday was that he had lost his diary.
* You don't haveto make excuses for her (= try to think of reasons for her behaviour) .
* |t's late. I'm afraid I'll have to make my excuses (= say I'm sorry, give my reasons and leave) .
2. a good reason that you give for doing sth that you want to do for other reasons
+ ~ (for sth/for doing sth) It's just an excuse for a party.
» ~ (to do sth) It gave me an excuse to take the car.



3. a very bad example of sth
* Why get involvedwith that pathetic excuse for a human being?
4. (NAmE) a note written by a parent or doctor to explain why a student cannot go to school or sb cannot go to work

Word Origin:
Middle English: from Old French escuser (verb), from Latin excusare ‘to free from blame’, from ex- ‘out’ + causa ‘accusation,

cause’.

Thesaurus:
excuse C
» What's your excuse for being late today?
explanation - - justification ¢ * pretext ¢ < reason ¢ » grounds ¢ |BrE defence * |AmE defense - |law plea *
(a/an) excuse/explanation/justification/pretext/reason/grounds for sth
(a) good/valid excuse/justification/reason/grounds/defence
have (a/an) excuse/explanation/justification/pretext/reason/grounds/defence

Synonyms :
reason

explanation ¢ grounds ¢ basis * excuse * motive ¢ justification * pretext
These are all words for a cause or an explanation for sth that has happened or that sb has done.
reason ¢ a cause or an explanation for sth that has happened or that sb has done; a fact that makes it right or fair to do sth: = He
said no but he didn't give a reason.
explanation - a statement, fact or situation that tells you why sth has happened; a reason givenfor sth: = The most likely
explanation is that his plane was delayed. <= She left the room abruptly without explanation.
grounds ¢ (rather formal) a good or true reason for saying, doing or believingsth: = You have no grounds for complaint.
basis ¢ (rather formal) the reason why people take a particular action: = On what basis will this decision be made?
excuse ° a reason, either true or invented that you give to explain or defend your behaviour, a good reason that you give for doing
sth that you want to do for other reasons: = Late again! What's your excuse this time? <= It gave me an excuse to take the car.
motive ¢ a reason that explains sb's behaviour = There seemed to be no motive for the murder.
justification < (rather formal) a good reason why sth exists oris done: = | can see no possible justification for any further tax
increases.
grounds or justification?
Justification is used to talk about finding or understanding reasons for actions, or trying to explain why it is a good idea to do sth.
It is often used with words like litile, no, some, every, without, and not any. Grounds is used more for talking about reasons that
already exist, or that have already been decided, for example by law: moral/economic grounds.
pretext « (rather formal) a false reason that you give for doing sth, usually sth bad, in order to hide the real reason: = He left the
party early on the pretext of havingto work.
(a/an) reason/explanation/grounds/basis/excuse/motive/justification/pretext for sth
the reason/motive behind sth
on the grounds/basis/pretext of/that...
(a) good/valid reason/explanation/grounds/excuse/motive/justification

Example Bank:
* Deliveringthe stuff for Rodney gave me an excuse to take the car.

* Don't let perfectionism become an excuse for nevergetting started.
* He became moody and unreasonable, flailing out at Katherine at the slightest excuse.
* He had no excuse for being so late.
* He invented a pathetic excuse about losing his watch.
* He made up a rather lame excuse for the work being late.
* He made up some stupid excuse to the teachers.
* He's run out of excuses for not cleaning his room.
* Her mother's illness providedher with an excuse to stay at home.
* | don't want to hear any more excuses.
* It's late. I'm afraid I'll have to make my excuses.
* Justin mumbled some excuse and left.
» She had to find a valid excuse for leaving the room.
» She made some feeble excuse about the car having broken down.
» She seized on every excuse to avoid doing the work.
» She's a pitiful excuse for an actress.
 The children provideda convenientexcuse for missing the party.
» The political crisis is being used as an excuse to dock people's pay.
» What possible excuse could he have?
* You don't have to make excuses for her.
* a built-in excuse for failure
* a sorry excuse fora man
* an acceptable excuse for missing school
* Late again! What's your excuse this time?
Idiom: texcuse me



BrE [1k'skjudz~ : NAmE [1k'skjuC "
1. to forgivesb for sth that they have done, for example not being polite or making a small mistake
» ~ sth Please excuse the mess.
» ~ sb You must excuse my father— he's not always that rude.
+ ~ sb for sth/for doing sth | hope you'll excuse me for being so late.
* (BrE) You might be excused for thinking that Ben is in charge (= he is not, but it is an easy mistake to make) .
» ~ sb doing sth (formal) Excuse my interrupting you.
2. ~ sth | ~ sblyourself (for sth/for doing sth) to make your or sb else's behaviourseem less offensiveby finding reasons for it
Syn: tjustify
» Nothing can excuse such rudeness.
3. ~ shlyourself (from sth) to allow sb to leave to say in a polite way that you are leaving
* Now if you'll excuse me, I'm a very busy man.
» She excused herself and left the meeting early.
4. usually passive ~ sb (from sth/from doing sth) | ~ sb sth to allow sb to not do sth that they should normally do
» She was excused from giving evidence because of her age.
more at excuse/pardon my French at !French |,

Verb forms: werb frms

presant simple
14 you f we ey et
BeE J2k ‘skjezf
[NAmE /i skpaiz/
b [ she ERCLISES
BeE /ak ‘skprzizf

WamE Sk sk
past simpla, past Darfl:ulelar-:used
aidl i i b BrE.-':lJ' e
MamE Jik " skju:zd/
-ing form ENCLISING
BrE fak skjezmy
NATE /i skpuizm/

Word Origin:
Middle English: from Old French escuser (verb), from Latin excusare ‘to free from blame’, from ex- ‘out’ + causa ‘accusation,

cause’.

Thesaurus:

excuse T

* Please excuse the mess.

forgive ¢ ¢ pardon ¢ « condone °

Opp: condemn
excuse/forgivedpardon/condone sb for sth
excuse/forgivécondone sb's behaviour
Excuse/Forgive/Pardon my ignorance.

Example Bank:
 He tried to excuse his behaviouras ‘a bit of harmless fun’.

* | asked her to excuse me for my late arrival

* You'll haveto excuse Harriet— she's havinga difficult time at work.
* | hope you'll excuse me for being so late.

* You might be excused for thinking that Victoria is in charge.

* You'll haveto excuse my father— he's not always that rude.

excuse Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
l. ex'cuse' S1 /1k'skjullz BrE = AmE = verb [transitive]
[Word Family: verlr texcuse; noun: texcuse; advertr tinexcusably; adjective: texcusable 7 tinexcusable]
[Date: ; Language: ; Origin: ‘cause, explanation]
1. excuse me spoken
a) used when you want to get someone’s attention politely, especially when you want to ask a question:
°  Excuse me, can you tell me the way to the museum please?
b) used to say that you are sorry for doing something rude or embarrassing:
° Oh, excuse me. | didn’'t know anyone was here.
c) used to ask someone politely to move so that you can walk past:
°  Excuse me, could | just squeeze past?
d) used to politely tell someone that you are leavinga place:
° Excuse me a moment. I'll be right back.
e) used when you disagree with someone but want to be polite about it SYN I’'m sorry:
°  Excuse me, but | don’t think that's what he meant at all.
f) American English used to show that you disagree with someone or are very surprised or upset by what they havejust said:
° “You're going to pay, right?’ ‘Excuse me?’



g) especially American English used to ask someone to repeat something that they havejust said SYN pardon me:
© ‘What time is it?’ ‘Excuse me?’ ‘| asked you what time it is.’
2. FORGIVE to forgive someone for doing something that is not seriously wrong, such as being rude or careless:
I'll excuse you this time, but don’t be late again.
Please excuse my bad handwriting.
excuse somebody for (doing) something
°  Please excuse me for being so late today.
Smith can be excused for his lack of interest in the course (=his lack of interest is reasonable).
REGISTER
In informal situations, people often say sorry about ..., sorry for doing ... or sorry | ... rather than asking someone to excuse
something:
= Sorry about my handwriting.
= Sorry for being so late. OR Sorry I'm so late.
3. FROM A DUTY [usually passive] to allow someone not to do something that they are supposed to do
excuse somebody from (doing) something
Can | be excused from swimming today? | havea cold.
4. EXPLAIN to be or give a good reason for someone’s careless or offensivebehaviour:
Nothing can excuse that kind of rudeness.
5. FROM A PLACE to give someone permission to leave a place:
May | please be excused from the table?
6. excuse yourself to say politely that you need to leave a place:
Richard excused himself and went to his room.
7. excuse me (for living)! spoken used when someone has offendedyou or told you that you have done something wrong
Il. ex'cuse? S3 /1k'skju'¢ BrE =~ AmE = noun [countable]
[Word Family: verlr texcuse; noun: texcuse; advertr tinexcusably; adjective: texcusable # tinexcusable]
1. a reason that you give to explain careless or offensivebehaviour
excuse for (doing) something
° What's your excuse for being late this time?
I’'m tired of listening to his excuses.
2. a reason that you inventto explain an action and to hide your real intentions
excuse to do something
I need an excuse to call her.
excuse for
The conference is just an excuse for a holiday in New York.
3. there is no excuse for something used to say that someone’s behaviouris too bad to be explained or accepted:
°  Thereis no excuse for such rudeness.
4. make your excuses to explain why you are not able to do something:
°  Please make my excuses at the meeting tomorrow.
5. a poor/rotten etc excuse for something used when you think someone or something is very bad:
°  He’s a rotten excuse for a lawyer. Why on earth did you hire him?
6. American English a note written by your doctor or one of your parents saying that you were ill on a particular day SYN sick note
British English
COLLOCATIONS (for Meanings 1 & 2)
Mverbs
= make up/think up/invent an excuse | made up some excuse about my car breaking down. | We’d better think up an excuse,
fast.
- make excuses for somebody/something (=give reasons which try to explain why someone has made a mistake or
behaved badly) His mother was always making excuses for her son's behaviour.
= use something as an excuse She nevercomplained or used her illness as an excuse.
= look for an excuse | began to look for excuses to avoid seeing him.
= give an excuse |'ll haveto give my boss some kind of excuse.
= believe /accept an excuse She didn’t believe his excuse for one minute.
= have an excuse Companies haveno excuse for breaking the law.
Madjectives
= a good excuse A sunny day is a good excuse to go to the beach.
= a wonderful excuse (=a very good excuse) A wedding is a wonderful excuse to buy a new ouffit.
= a reasonable /plausible excuse (=one that other people will believe) If your train was cancelled, that is a perfectly
reasonable excuse.
- a legitimate /valid excuse (=one that is true and that other people cannot criticize) He didn’'t have a legitimate excuse for
being late.
= the perfect excuse The phone call gave me the perfect excuse to leave.
- a feeble /flimsy/weak excuse (=one that is difficult to believe) Joe muttered some feeble excuse about havinga headache.
= a pathetic/lame excuse (=very weak) That's the most pathetic excuse I've everheard.
= the usual excuse/the same old excuse He made the usual excuses for not coming. | Wheneverthe trains are late, it's always
the same old excuse.
= a convenient excuse The rioting providedthe governmentwith a convenientexcuse not to hold an election.
Mphrases
= use every excuse in the book (=use every possible excuse) He used every excuse in the book to avoid seeing the doctor.



- at the slightest excuse (=for any reason, however unimportant) She comes to our house at the slightest excuse.

THESAURUS
Ma reason that does not seem believable
= excuse a reason that you give to explain why you have done something bad, or not done something that you should have done —

especially one that is not completely true: She said she couldn’t come because she had to work late, but it was just an excuse. |
a feeble excuse (=one that is hard to believe)

= pretext especially written an untrue reason that you give for doing or not doing something, in order to hide the real reason: He
would often find some pretext to go out in the eveningalone. | They used this as a pretext for taking military action.
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