say Apresyan (En-Ru)
1. [sel]l n
1. BbICKa3blBaHNE, MHEHWE, CITOBO
to have one's say - BbiCka3blBaTbCS; BblCKa3blBaTb CBOE MHEHMWE
he has had his say - OH yxe BbIiCka3an CBOé MHEHUE, OH YXXe& UMer BO3MOXHOCTb BbiCKa3aTbCA
it is now my say - Tenepb 9 ckaxy /mMos o4epedb roBoputs/
let him have his say - nycTb OH BblCKaxeTcs
to say one's say - BbiCcka3blBaTb BCE, YTO AyMaellb
2. aBTOpPUTET BNUSHNE
to have a say in the matter - umeTb, BNUsHWE B KakoM-I. [ierne; y4acTBOBaTb B peLLeHUN Kakoro-. Bonpoca
to have no say in the matter - He umeTb NpaBa BMeLLMBaTLCA B peLleHne uu obCyXaeHne Kakoro-n. Bornpoca
| have no say in this matter - He 51 pewato aToT BONpoC
to havethe say - amep. nmeTb NpaBoO OKOHYATENbHO peLaTthb (Ymo-J1. )
who has the say in the matter? - 3a kem peluatoiee crnoso B 3TOM Bonpoce?
2. [sel] v (said)
1. 1) roBopuTh, CKasaTb
“All right**, he says - «XopoLlo», - TOBOPUT OH
“Come here®, said he - «[Mogonan(te) ctoga», - ckasan oH
| will do jt**, she said (resolutely) - «A cgenato aTo», - (MPo)MonBMIa oHa (peLUMTENbHO)
he said it sharply [in a harsh voice] - oH cka3an aTo pe3ko [pe3kum /cepanTbiM/ ronocoMm]
what does he say? - 4to OH roBopuT?
he said (that) he was busy - oH ckasan, 4To OH 3aHAT
she said (that) she wanted to see me [to read this book] - oHa cka3ana, YTo Xxo4eT BUAETb MEHS [MPOYECTb 3TY KHUTY]
he said (that) she should come - oH ckasan /Benerv/, 4ToObl OHa NpuLLna
| say (that) you must do it - 5 roBopto, 4TO Tbl JOIMKEH 3TO CAenath [cM. mx. 4]
to say smth. to smb. - ckasaTtb 4TO-n. KOMYy-1.
| have smth. to say to you - MHe HyxxHO Tebe Koe-uTo ckasaTb [cp. mx. 4 u 5]
to say nothing - H14ero He ckasaTb /He roBopuTE/, (Mpo)MonyaThb
| have nothing to say - MHe Heyero ckasaTb, MHE HE O YeM roBOPUTL [CM. MX. 5]
I have nothing to say to him - a) MHe Heyero emy ckasaTb; 6) MHE C HUM HE O YeM FOBOPUTb, S M TOBOPUTb C HUM HE Xenaro
| shall say no more - 9 6orbLue HUYero He CKaxy
say no more! - H1 crioBa Gonblue!, xsaTuT
he didn't say a word - OH He BbIMONBMIT/HE NPOU3HEC, He cka3arn/ Hu (O4QHOro) crnosa
to say to oneself - ckasaTtb cebe, (Mo)aymatb Npo cebs
to say smth. again - noBTOpATbL YTO-N
say that again! - nosToputd
to say overa role - NOBTOpPATL /yunTb/ ponb
to say smth. overand overagain - noBTopsTb4TO-N. 6€3 KOoHLa
they say such things out of /through/ envy - oHV roBoOpSIT Takne Beln U3 3aBUCTU
easier said than done - nerye ckasaTb, YeMm caenaTtb
no sooner said than done - ckasaHo - caenaHo
the less said the better - yem meHbLIe cnoB, Tem nyywle
(the) least said (the) soonest mended - nocn. = cnoBamu feny He NOMOXeLLb; pa3roBOpamm MOXHO TONbKO UCOPTUTL Aeno
that is to say - gpyrumu /HbIMW crioBamu, MHa4e roBops, TO eCTb
in three weeks' time, that is to say on January 20 - yepes Tpu Hegenu, Apyrumn cnosamm /1o ecte/ 20-ro sHBaps
to say what one knows [wants] - roBopuTb (T0), YTO 3HaeLlb [xo4ellb]
do it because | say so - caenai 310, NOTOMY YTO A TaK roBOpHO /Bento/
you have no right to say so! - Bbl He nMeeTe npaBa Tak roBopuTh!
I'm glad to say - ¢ pagocTbto Mory ckasaTb /0OTMETUTbU M. 1./
I'm sorry to say ... - K cOXaneHuio ...
| must say - npusHaTbca
the news surprised me, | must say - npusHach /Npu3HaTLCSA cKasaTb/, 3TM HOBOCTU YANBUIIN MEHS
| mean to say (that ...) - (83Tum) A xo4y ckasaTtb (470 ...)
you don't mean to say that ... - Heyxxenu Bbl XOTUTe cKa3aTb, YTO ...
to say yes - a) ckasaTtb /roBopuTH «gax», AaBaTb cornacue, cornawaTbes; to say yes to an invitation [to a proposal] - npuHumaTth
npurnawenune [npeanoxeHue]; 6) noareepxaaTh (3as8/1eHUE, coOobWEeHUE)
to say no - a) ckasaTb /roBOpUTH «HET», He AaBaTb cornacusg, oTkasbiBaTs to say no to an invitation [to a proposal] - He NpUHATL
/oTkasaTbcs 0T/ npurnawleHuns [npegnoxeHus); she again said no to me - oHa onaTb oTka3ana mMHe; 6) oTpyuaTy onpoBepratb
(3asienneHue, coobweHue)
to say smb. nay - OTKNOHUTL/OTBEPrHYTH Yblo-11. MPOCLOY
to say thank you - cka3aTtb «cnacnbo», (no)onarogapuTb
to say good morning (to smb.) - (mo)xenatb (komy-n.) 4O6poro yTpa, (Mo)3nopoBaThesi (C KEM-I1.) YTPOM
to say good night (to smb.) - (nopkenaTb (KOMy-11.) CMOKOWHOW HOYM, (NO)ApoLaThes (C Kem-1.)
to say goodbye - ckazaTb «40 cBMAaHUS», (Mo)npoLaTbes
to say nothing of - He roBops (yxe) (0 Yém-1.)
he knows no mathematics to say nothing of cybernetics - oH He nmeeT npeacTaBneHns 0 MaTeMaTyKe, He TOBOPS yXKe O
KnbepHeTuke
not to say ... - 4yTobbl He ckasaThb ...
he was rude, not to say insolent - oH gepxan cebs rpy6o, 4Tobbl He Cka3aTb Harmno



(it) goes without saying - camo cobow pasymeeTcs
2) BblpaxaTb
that was well said - 370 6b110 XOPOLLO Cka3aHo
| don't know how to say it - s He 3Hato, Kak 3TO cka3aTb /BblpasuTy/
if | may say so - ecrnv MOXHO TaK BbIpa3nTbCs
he is, if | may say so, a fool - oH, ¢ No3BoNEeHNs ckasaTb, Aypak
her eyes said more than her words - eé rnasa 6binm kpacHopeunBee eé crnos
America, or, better said, the United States of America - Amepuka, nnu, npasunbHee ckasaTtb, CoeanHéHHbIe LUTaTbiAMepurkn
2. 06bIKH. 6e3/1. TOBOPUTDL, YTBEpXaaTh (4TO, skobbl), coobLyaTb
people /they/ say (that) the experiment was successful - roBopaT /xoasaT cnyxu/, 4To onbIT yaancs
it is said in the papers that the treaty was signed yesterday - B razetax coo6LuatoT, 4To AOroBop ObIn NoagnMcaH BYepa
he is said to be /they say he is/ a great singer - roBopsT, (4TO) OH BblAAOLNIACA NeBeL|
he is said to swim well - roBOpsIT, (4TO) OH XOPOLLO NnaBaeT
it is generally said that ... - 06bl4HO yTBEpX AT /CyMTalOT, YTO ...
3. rnacuTb; roBOpuTbLCA
the law says ... - 3aKOH rMacurT ..., Mo 3aKOHY ...
the text of the treaty says - TekcT goroBopa rmacut, B TEKCTe 4OrOBOpa 3anucaHo
the telegram says, it says /is said/ in the telegram - Tenerpamma rnacut, B Tenerpamme cka3aHo
the letter says, it says /is said/ in the letter - B nucbme rosoputcs
the notice says that the show is cancelled - B 06bs1BNeHun ckazaHo, YTO CMEKTaKb OTMEHSIeTCA
the tower clock says ten o'clock - Ha 6alleHHbIX Yacax AecsaTb (4acoB), GalleHHble Yachl MOKa3bIBaKOT AECHTh (YacoB)
the publisher says in the preface that ... - usgarens roBopuT B CBOEM NPeanCrnoBUM, YTO ...
4. IMeTb u/u BbiCKa3biBaTb MHEHUE, CYUTaThb, NonaraTtb
it was said by Plato that ... - [naToHyTBepxaan, 4To ...; y [NnaTtoHacka3aHo /roBopuTCs/, 4To ...
what | say is - no-moemy, N0 MOEMy MHEHUIO, 1 CHMTAID, MHE KaXeTcs
| say you must do it - 9 cumTato, YTO Thl JOIKEH 3TO caenatb [em. mx. 1, 1)]
and so say all of us - n Mbl TOXe Tak AymMaeMm, 1 Mbl TAKOrO XXe& MHEHWUS
to say out /pedk. away/ - BbickazaTbCs OTKPOBEHHO, 06nerynTb ayLy
| cannot /couldn't/ say (whether he will come) - g He 3Hato (NPUAET NK OH)
| wish | could say when it will happen - xoTen 6kl 51 3HaTb, kKOraa 3TO NPOU3OUAET
it is hard to say why [who it was] - TpyaHO (C yBEpEHHOCTbLI0) ckadaTb NoYeMy [KTO 3TO ObiS|
there is no saying how all this will end - kTo 3HaeT, kak /4em/ BCE 3TO KOHUNTCS
| should say that he is right - 5 66l ckazan /a nonarato/, 4TO OH Npas
is it expensive? - | should say not - 3ato goporo? - A 6bl He cka3an /He gymato/ [cp. mx. ¢ ]
you wouldn't say by his look that ... - no ero Buay He ckaxellb, 4TO ...
to have smth. to say (to /about/ smth.) - umeTb MHeHWe (oTHOCUTENbHOYero-n.) [cp. mx. 1, 1) u 5]
what have you to say (to all this)? - kakoe y Bac (060 BCEM 3TOM) MHEHME?; YTO Bbl (060 BCEM 3TOM /Ha BCE 3TO/) ckaxeTe?
what did he say to that? - kakoBo ero MHeHve Ha 3TOT CYET?, YTO OH 06 3TOM AymMaeT?, YTO OH Ha 3TO ckasan?
what do you say to my proposal? - kak Bbl CMOTPUTE Ha MOE MpeanoXxeHne?
what do you say /what say you/ to a meal [to a trip to London]? - kak Hac4&T Toro, YTobbl NOeCTb [cCbe3anTb B JIOHAOH]?
what do you say to a game of tennis? - cbirpaem /He xoTuTe Nn cbirpaT/ B TEHHUC?
5. npuBOAMTL JOBOAbI, ApryMeHThl; CBMAETENLCTBOBaTL
to say smth. for [against] smth., smb. - Bbicka3biBaTbCA 3a [NPOTMB] Yero-., KOro-.; CBMAETENbCTBOBATL B MOSb3y [MPOTHE|
yero-n., Koro-.
| cannot say much for this method - MHe Heuero ckasaTb B Nonb3y 3TOro MeToaa
| can't say much for his mathematics - a1 He mory ckasaTb, YTOObI OH ObIfT O4EHb CUMEH B MaTeMaTUKe
that doesn't say much for his intelligence - 310 He cBugeTenscTByeT O €ro 60nbLWOM yme
| cannot say much for his style - 9 HeBbICOkOro MHeHUs 06 ero cTune; 06 ero CTune roBOpUTb HE MPUXOANTCS
it says little to me - mHe 3TO Mano 4YTo roBopuT
there is much to say /to be said/ for [against] this plan - MmHOroe roBopuT B nosnb3y [He B nosib3y] 3TOro nnaHa
there is much to be said on both sides - ecTb MHOro 4OBOJOB 1 32 U NPOTMB
to say a good word for smb. - 3amMonBWTb 32 KOro-i. CrI0BEYKO
to have smth. to say - Bo3paxatb [cp. mx. 1, 1) u 4]
he always has smth. to say to my friends [to their coming] - oH Bcerga Bo3paxaeT npoTuB Moux Apy3en [ux npuesanal
| am afraid he will have smth. to say about it - 6otock, 4YTO OH ByaeT He[OBOMNEH 3TUM /BO3paxaTb NPOTMB 3TOro/
to have smth. to say for oneself - a) ckazatb 4YTO-Nn. B CBOKO 3awuTy /B CBOE onpaBaaHue/; what have you to say for yourself? - yto
Bbl MOXeTe cka3aTb B CBOE onpasaHue [cM. mx. 0)]; 6) pacckasbiBaTb Koe-uTo cebe; what have you to say for yourself? - 4to BbI
MoxeTe 0 cebe pacckasaTtb?, Y4TO Y Bac HOBOro? [cM. mk. a)]; B) pa3e. BblTb pa3aroBopUmBbIM, BOMKUM Ha A3bIK
he has plenty to say for himself - oH 3a cnoBom B kKapmaH He noneset
to have nothing to say - He MeTb 4OBOAOB, HE HaxXoAUTb aprymeHToB [cm. mxk. 1, 1)]
| have nothing to say to this - MHe He4yero Ha 310 Bo3pasuTb
| have nothing to say against him - 4 HU4ero nNpoTMB HEro He Umeto
to have nothing to say for oneself - a) He 3HaTb, YTO CKasaTb B CBOIO 3almUTy /B CBOE onpasaaHue/; 6) pa3e. GbiTb HEPa3roBOPUMBbLIM
6. 1) unTaTh HaU3yCcTb, AEKNaMUpoBaTb
to say a poem - untaTh /geknammpoBaTts CTUXOTBOPEHUE
2) NOBTOPSITb HAN3YCTb, NPOU3HOCUTL BCIYX
to say a lesson - oTBevaTb ypok (yyumernito)
to say one's lessons - NOBTOPATL YPOKM
to say one's prayers - MOMUTLCS, YATaTL MONUTBBI



to say grace - npoyecTtb MonuTBy (Meped mpane3ol)
to say mass - cnyxutb meccy /o6eaHto/
7. ponyckaTb; npeanonaraTb
let us say - ckaxxeM, Hanpumep, K NPUMepY ckasaTtb, NPUMEPHO
come to see me one of these days, let us say Sunday - npuxoam KO MHe Ha 3TUX OHAX, CKaXEM, B BOCKPECEHbE
if fifty is too much, shall we say thirty? - ecnu naTbaecaTt cnMWKOM MHOrO, TO TOraa, MOXeT ObITb, TpMALaTE?
well, say it were true, what then? - Hy, gonyctum, (4T0) 3TO BEPHO, YTO X U3 TOro?
8. ycm. nosm. BbiCckasaTbCA
¢ | say!, say! - a) nocnywanTe!, an! (oKUK unu 8OCKIUYaHUE, paccyumaHHble Ha rpusredyeHue eHuMaHusi cobecedHuka); | say,
what's the point of all this? - nocnywaw, B 4ém cmbicn Bcero atoro?; | say, do come and look at this! - nogongm e n nocMoTpu Ha
atol; 6) ga Hy!, Hy u Hy!, BoT Tak Tak!, BOT Tebe n Hal (8bipaxaem ydueneHue unu rnpomecm)
say, how is that? - Hy kak >xe Tak?
oh, | say! It was you who spoke to me! - ga 4to BbI! 37O Beab Bbl 3aroBopunu nepaas!
SO you say! - pacckasbiBanTe!, Tak 4 Bam 1 nosepus
says you!, mx. sez you! - npocm. 6pexHs!, kak 6bl He Tak!, elwé Yero ckaxellb!
| should say so! - elwé 6bl!, KOHEYHO!
| should say not! - H1 3a 4TO!, KOHeYHo, HeTl [cp. mx. 4]
you don't say (so)! - 4TO Bbl FOBOPUTE?, HE MOXET ObIT!, Heyxxenu!, ckaxu(te) Ha MUNoCTb /Noxanyncta/!
it is just as you say, you said it - BOT UMEHHO
you may well say so! - coBepLleHHO BEPHO /TOYHO/!
say when - ckaxu, korga LOBOMbHO (06bIYHO 2080psiM, Hasugasi 8 PHOMKY 8UHO)
to say the word - npukasaTe; pacnopsagutbcs
you haveonly to say the word - BamMm CTOWT TOMbKO CIMOBO CKa3aTb, TONbKO MPUKAXUTE
what he says goes - ero crnoBo - 3aKOH
when all is said and done - B KOHEYHOM CYéTe
to say it with flowers - a) ranaHTHo yxaxunBaTb; 0) nepefaBaTh YbE-1. MOPyYEHME, NPUBET U M. 1. B YTOHYEHHO-N0OE3HOM hopme
before you could say Jack Robinson /knife/ - =~ He ycneelub OrmsHyTbCH, B OAUH MOMEHT
3. [sel] adv
1. NnpnbnnauTensHg NPUMEPHO
the property is worth, say, four million dollars - 310 BnageHvue cTout NnpubnnM3nTENbHOYETLIPE MUITTMOHA 4ONNapoB
2. Hanpumep
if we compress any gas say oxygen - ecrnv Mbl COXXMEM Ntobow ras, HanpumMmep /ckaxem, xoTsa 6bl/ Kncrnopon

say ) Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
say [say says said saying| verb noun, exclamation BrE [sei] ’ - NAmE [se1] ” ‘
verb (says BrE [sez]  : NAmE [sez]  said, said BrE [sed] ; NAmE [sed] )

SPEAK
1. intransitive, transitive to speak or tell sb sth, using words
* + speech ‘Hello!” she said.
* ‘That was marvellous,’ said Daniel. In stories the subject often comes after said, says or say when it follows the actual words
spoken, unless it is a pronoun.
» ~ sth Be quiet, | have something to say.
* | didn't believe a word she said.
* That's a terrible thing to say .
* He knew that if he wasn't back by midnight, his parents would have something to say about it (= be angry) .
» ~ sth to sb She said nothing to me about it.
+ ~ to sb/yourself + speech | said to myself (= thought) , ‘That can't be right!’
» ~ (that)... He said (that) his name was Sam.
- it is said that... It is said that she lived to be over100.
* ~ (what, how, etc...) She finds it hard to say what she feels.
* ‘That's impossible!” * So you say (= but | think you may be wrong) .’
* ‘Why can't | go out now?’ ‘Because | say so .’
* ‘What do you want it for?’‘ I'd rather not say .’
» ~ to do sth He said to meet him here.
- sbisth is said to be/have sth He is said to have been a brilliant scholar.

REPEAT WORDS
2. transitive ~ sth to repeat words, phrases, etc
* to say a prayer
* Try to say that line with more conviction.

EXPRESS OPINION
3. transitive, intransitive to express an opinion on sth

» ~ sth Say what you like (= although you disagree) about her, she's a fine singer.
* I'll say this for them , they're a very efficient company.
* Anna thinks I'm lazy— what do you say (= what is your opinion) ?
* ~ (that)... | can't say | blame her for resigning (= | think she was right) .
* | say (= suggest) we go without them.
* | wouldn't say they were rich (= in my opinion they are not rich) .



* That's not to say it's a bad movie (= it is good but it is not without faults) .
+ ~ (what, how, etc...) It's hard to say what caused the accident.
* ‘When will it be finished?’ ‘ I couldn't say (= | don't know) .’

GIVE EXAMPLE
4. transitive, no passive to suggest or give sth as an example or a possibility
» ~ sth/sb You could learn the basics in, let's say , three months.
* Let's take any writer, say (= for example) Dickens...
» ~ (that)... Say you lose your job: what would you do then?

SHOW THOUGHTS/FEELINGS
5. transitive ~ sth (to sb) to make thoughts, feelings, etc. clear to sb by using words, looks, movements, etc
* His angry glance said it all .
» That says it all really, doesn'tit? (= it shows clearly what is true)
 Just what is the artist trying to say in her work?

GIVE WRITTEN INFORMATION
6. transitive, no passive (of sth that is written or can be seen) to give particular information or instructions

* + speech The notice said ‘Keep Out’.
» ~ sth The clock said three o'clock.
* ~ (that)... The instructions say (that) we should leaveit to set for four hours.
» ~ where, why, etc... The book doesn't say where he was born.
» ~ to do sth The guidebook says to turn left.
more at | dare say at 'dare , , easier said than done at 'easy ., enough said at fenough . I'mglad to say at 'glad, let us

say at 'let , , meanto say at 'mean , , if you don't mind me/my saying so at 'mind , , needless to say at fneedless, to be/go on
(the) record (as saying...) at 'record ,,, no sooner said than done at 'soon, I'm sorry to say at 'sorry adg;.» Suffice (it) to say at
tsuffice, not have a good word to say for sb/sthsay/give the word at fword

Verb forms: verb forms

presant sinp b
1/ you § we fthey By
BrE jmey
[MarE sy
he / she fit Jears
BrE fawzy
HATE fmzf
past simpla, past partl:q:lle-sal.'l
BrE fsod)
MiumE feadf
-ng farm BafINg
BE faonmy
MAKE faatmm,
Word Origin:
Old English secgan, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch zeggen and German sagen.
Thesaurus:
say
1. T

* | didn't believe a word she said.
speak ° - talk
say/speak/talk to sb
say sth/speak/talk about sth
2.7
* | said a quiet prayer to myself.
repeat ° ° recite ¢ * quote °
say/repeat/recite/quote a line
3.T, 1
* It's hard to say why he left.
express ¢ ¢ voice ¢ ¢ air * * put * * phrase ° « state * |especially journalism indicate *
express/voice/air your thoughts/opinions/views/concerns
Say or express? Express is often followed by a noun describing a feeling or emotion; say cannot be used in this way
* to express your dissatisfaction/fear’horror/gratitude
* to say that you are dissatisfied/afraid/horrified/grateful
4. T, | (used especially in negative sentences and questions) (especially spoken)
* It's difficult to say when it will be finished.
predict ¢  forecast ¢ « foresee ¢ * prophesy * |especially business project
say/predict/forecast/foresee/prophesy what/how/when /who/where /whether...
be difficult/impossible to say/predict/forecast/foresee/project
say/forecast/predict sth in advance
5. T, no passive (especially spoken)



» Say you lose your job. What then?
suppose * * imagine °
say/suppose/imagine that...
let's just/let us say/suppose/imagine that...

Which Word?:

say / tell
Say neverhas a person as the object. You say something or say something to somebody. Say is often used when you are
giving somebody’s exact words: = ‘Sit down’, she said. = Anne said, ‘I'm tired.” = Anne said (that) she was tired. $= What did
he say to you? You cannot use ‘say about’, but say something about is correct: = | want to say something /a few words /a little
about my family. Say can also be used with a clause when the person you are talking to is not mentioned: = She didn’t say what
she intended to do.
Tell usually has a person as the object and often has two objects: = Have you told him the news yet? It is often used with ‘that’
clauses: = Anne told me (that) she was tired. Tell is usually used when somebody is givingfacts or information, often with what,
where, etc: = Can you tell me when the movie starts? (BUT: = Can you give me some information about the school? ) Tell is also
used when you are giving somebody instructions: = The doctor told me to stay in bed. $= The doctor told me (that) | had to stay in
bed. OR = The doctor said (that) | had to stay in bed. NOT The doctor said me to stay in bed.

Example Bank:

* ‘l am home, ’ he said simply.

* ‘I don't know,” she said crossly.

* ‘There's nothing wrong with him, ’ she said airily.

* ‘Well, at least we tried!’ he said with a shrug.

* ‘You'll see!’ Lianne said with a smile.

* A governmentspokesman was quoted as saying that they would take steps to restore order.

» Can you honestly say you're sorry?

» Do you have anything to say about this?

* | dare say they she'll come to the wedding.

* | dared not say a word about it to anyone.

* | hate to say it, but | think Stephen may be right.

* | haveto say | didn't expect it to be so good.

* | heard him say they were leaving tomorrow.

* | want to say how much we have all enjoyed this evening

* |'veforgotten what | was going to say.

* It is fairto say a considerable amount of effort went into the project.

* Needless to say, it all went smoothly in the end.

* She wasn't at her best, it has to be said.

« Suffice it to say, | refused to get involved

» That was a very cruel thing to say.

» That's not what he said to me.

» The minister was quoted as saying that the governmentwould do whateverwas necessary to restore order.

* ‘When will it be finished?’ * | couldn't say.’

* ‘Why can't | go out now?’ ‘Because | say so.’

* Anna thinks I'm lazy— what do you say?

* He said a quiet prayer to himself.

* | can't say | blame her for resigning.

* | didn't believe a word she said.

* | wouldn't like to say what the impact might be on my business.

* | wouldn't say they were rich

* I'll say this for them, they're a very efficient company.

« It's difficult to say exactly where it will land.

* It's hard to say what caused the accident.

* Just say he refuses to talk to you.

» Say what you like about her, she's a fine singer.

» Say you lose your job. What then?

 Take any writer, say Dickens...

* Who can say what will happen between now and then?

* You could learn the basics in, let's say, three months.
Idioms: !l must say = flIsay = tl wouldn'tsay no= fI'l say! = tbeforeyou can say Jack Robinson = tgo without saying = have
something/nothing to say for yourself = thaveyour say = 'havingsaid that = it says a lot/very little for somebody = tleast said
soonest mended = fless said the better = tneversay die = tnot say boo to a goose = 'not to say = tsay cheese = !say no= fsay
no more = !say nothing of something = !say the least = say what? = tsay when= 'say your piece = 'that is to say = 'that said =
fthat's not saying much = tthere's no saying = there's something/not much to be said for something sth = twell said! = twhat do
you say = twhat somebody says, goes = 'whateveryou say = 'when all is said and done = twho can say? = twho says? = twho's
to say? = tyou can say that again= tyou can't say fairer= tyou don'tsay! = tyou said it!

singular, uncountable ~ (in sth)
the right to influence sth by giving your opinion before a decision is made



* We had no say in the decision to sell the company.
* People want a greater say in local government

» The judge has the final say on the sentence.

see also 'say your piece

Word Origin:
Old English secgan, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch zeggen and German sagen.

Example Bank:
» She won't be happy until she's had her say.

(NAmE, informal)
1. used for showing surprise or pleasure
 Say, that's a nice haircut!
2. used for attracting sb's attention or for making a suggestion or comment
» Say, how about going to a movie tonight?

Word Origin:
Old English secgan, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch zeggen and German sagen.

See also: 'not say boo to anyone

say Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
I. say' S1 W1 /set/ BrEE =~ AmE = verb (past tense and past participle said /sed/, third
person singular says /sez/)
[Language: Old English; Origin: secgan]
1. EXPRESS SOMETHING IN WORDS [intransitive only in negatives, transitive] to express an idea, feeling, thought etc using words:
" ‘Imso tired,” she said.
‘Don’t cry,” he said softly.
Don’t believe anything he says.
say (that)
° A spokesman said that the company had improvedits safety standards.
| always said | would buy a motorbike when | had enough money.
say how/why/who etc
°  Did she say what happened?
| would like to say how much we appreciate your hard work.
‘Why did she leave?’‘l don’t know — she didn’t say.’
say something to somebody
° What did you say to her?
a terrible/silly/strange etc thing to say
What a silly thing to say!
say hello/goodbye/thank you etc (=say something to greet someone, thank someone efc)
She left without saying goodbye.
say you’re sorry (=apologize)
° I'vesaid I'm sorry — what more do you want?
say yes/no (to something) (=agree or refuse)
°  Canlgo, Mum? Oh, please say yes!
say nothing/anything/something (about something)
° He looked as if he was going to say something.
| wished | had said nothing about Jordi.
have anything/nothing/something to say
°  Does anyone else haveanything to say?
Although he didn’t say so, it was clear that he was in pain.
What makes you say that (=why do you think that)?
say to do something (=tell someone to do something)
°  Nina said to meet her at 4.30.
I'd like to say a few words (=make a short speech).
‘So what are your plans now?’ ‘I'd rather not say.” = see Thesaurus box on P. 1553
GRAMMAR
You cannot 'say someone something' or 'say someone to do something'. Use tell:
= She told me (NOT said me) something shocking.
= He told me (NOT said me) to sit down.
You can say something about something but you cannot 'say about something'. Use talk:
= He did not talk about (NOT say about) his feelings.
REGISTER
In written English, people often avoid using say when referringto opinions or ideas expressed by another writer. Instead, they
preferto use a more formal verbsuch as argue, assert, claim, or maintain .
2. GIVE INFORMATION [transitive not in passive] to give information in the form of written words, numbers, or pictures — used about
signs, clocks, letters, messages etc:



The sign said ‘Back in 10 minutes’.
The clock said twenty past three.
say (that)
° He receiveda letter saying that the appointment had been cancelled.
say to do something (=give information about what you should do)
The label says to take one tablet before meals.
say who/what/how etc
°  The card doesn’t evensay who sent the flowers.
It says here they havelive music.
3. MEAN [transitive usually in progressive] used to talk about what someone means:
What do you think the writer is trying to say in this passage?
So what you’re saying is, there’s none left.
be saying (that)
°  Are you saying I'm fat?
I’m not saying it's a bad idea.
All 'm saying is that it might be better to wait a while.
4. THINK THAT SOMETHING IS TRUE [transitive]
used to talk about something that people think is true
they say/people say/ it is said (that)
° They say that she has been all overthe world.
It is said that he was a spy during the war.
somebody is said to be something/do something
°  He’s said to be the richest man in the world.
Well, you know what they say — blood’s thicker than water.
The rest, as they say, is history.
5. SHOW/BE A SIGN OF SOMETHING [transitive]
a) to show clearly that something is true about someone or something’s character:
The kind of car you drive says what kind of person you are.
The fact that she neverapologized says a lot about (=shows very clearly) what kind of person she is.
These results don’t say much for the quality of teaching (=they show that it is not very good).
b) to show what someone is really feeling or thinking, especially without using words:
°  Thelook on her face said ‘I love you.’
something says everything/says it all
°  His expression said it all.
6. SPEAK THE WORDS OF SOMETHING [transitive] to speak the words that are written in a play, poem, or prayer:
°  Can you say that line again, this time with more feeling?
I'll say a prayer for you.
7. PRONOUNCE [transitive] to pronounce a word or sound:
° How do you say your last name?
8. SUGGEST/SUPPOSE SOMETHING [transitive usually in imperative] used when suggesting or supposing that something might
happen or be true
... say ...
If we put out, say, twenty chairs, would that be enough?
let's say (that)/just say (that)
°  Let's say your plan fails, then what?
Just say you won the lottery — what would you do?
9. say to yourself to try to persuade yourself that something is true or not true:
° | kept saying to myself that this wasn’t really happening.

10. | must say (also | have to say) used to emphasize what you are saying:
° The cake does look good, | must say.
| haveto say | was impressed.
11. | can’t say (that) used to say that you do not think or feel something:
*  lcan't say | envy her being married to him!
12. | would say used for giving your opinion even though other people may not agree:
I'd say he was jealous.
13. | couldn’t say used when you do not know the answer to something:
| couldn’t say who will win.
14. if | may say so (also if | might say so) formal used to be polite when saying something that may embarrass or offendthe
person you are talking to:
° That's just the point, Mr Glover, if | may say so.
15. having said that used to say that something is true in spite of what you havejust said:
°  Thediet can make you slim without exercise. Havingsaid that, however, exercise is important too.
16. wouldn’t you say? used to ask someone whether they agree with the statement you have just made:
° It seems very unlikely, wouldn’t you say?
17. what do you say? used to ask someone if they agree with a suggestion:
° We could go into partnership — what do you say?
What do you say we all go to a movie?



What would you say to a meal out?
18. say no more used to say that you understand what someone means, although they have not said it directly:
° ‘I saw him leaving her house at 6.30 this morning.’ ‘Say no more!’
19. you can say that again! used to say that you completely agree with someone:
* ‘It's cold in here.’ ‘You can say that again!’
20. you said it!
a) used when someone says something that you agree with, although you would not have actually said it yourself because it is not
polite:
* ‘lwas always stubborn as a kid.” ‘You said it!’
b) especially American English used to say that you agree with someone:
*  ‘Let’s go home.’ ‘You said it! I'm tired.’
21. who says? used to say that you do not agree with a statement, opinion etc:
* Who says museum work doesn’t pay?
22. who can say? (also who’s to say?) used to say that nobody can know something:
* Who can say what will happen between now and then?
Many women believe that skin cream makes their skin look younger, and who'’s to say that they’re wrong?
23. you don’t say! used to show you are surprised by what someone has told you — also often used when you are not at all
surprised by what someone has told you
24. say when used to ask someone to tell you when to stop pouring them a drink or serving them food because they have got
enough
25. say cheese used to tell people to smile when you are taking their photograph
26. (just) say the word used to tell someone that they have only to ask and you will do what they want:
* Anywhere you want to go, just say the word.
27. I'll say this/that (much) for somebody used when you want to mention something good about someone, especially when you
have been criticizing them:
* I will say this for Tom — at least he’s consistent.
You’ve got determination — I'll say that for you.
28. say what you like especially British English used when giving an opinion that you are sure is correct, evenif the person you
are talking to might disagree with you:
*  Say what you like about him, he’s a very good writer.
29. anything/whatever you say used to tell someone that you agree to do what they want, accept their opinion etc, especially
because you do not want an argument
30. can’t say fairer than that British English used to say that you have made the best offerthat you can:
*Ifl win, I'll buy you a drink. Can’t say fairer than that.
31. I wouldn’t say no (to something) used to say that you would like something:
* I wouldn’t say no to a coffee.
32. I'll say! used to say yes to a question, in a strong way:
° ‘Was there a big argument?’ ‘'l say!’
33. let’s just say used when you do not want to give a lot of details about something:
*  Let's just say she wasn'’t very pleased about it.
34. shall I/we say used when you are not quite sure how to describe someone or something:
*  Heis, shall we say, slightly unusual.
35. what have you got to say for yourself? used to ask someone for an explanation when they have done something wrong
36. say what? informal especially American English used when you did not hear what someone said or when you cannot believe
that something is true
37. | say British English old-fashioned
a) used to get someone’s attention:
* lsay, don’t | know you?
b) used before giving your reaction to something:
° ‘My husband’s broken his leg.” ‘| say! I'm sorry to hear that.’
38. say something to sb’s face informal to criticize someone or say something unpleasant directly to them instead of saying it to
someone else:
* I knew they wanted me to leave, eventhough they wouldn’t say it to my face.
39. that’s not saying much used to say that it is not surprising that someone or something is better than another person or thing
because the other person or thing is so bad:
°  This versionis better than the original, but that’s not saying much.
40. to say the least used to say that you could have described something, criticized someone etc a lot more severely than you have:
®  Jane could have been more considerate, to say the least.
41. that is to say used before giving more details or being more exact about something:
* They, that's to say Matt and John, were arguing about what to do.
42. that is not to say used to make sure the person you are talking to does not think something that is not true:
* I'm quite happy in my job but that's not to say I'm going to do it for the rest of my life.
43. not to say especially British English used when adding a stronger description of something:
*  Theinformation is inadequate, not to say misleading.
44. a lot/something/not much etc to be said for (doing) something used to say that there are a lot of or not many advantagesto
something:
" There’s a lot to be said for taking a few days off now and then.
It was a town with very little to be said for it.
45. to say nothing of something used to mention another thing involvedin what you havejust been talking about:
° It wasn’'t much for three years’ work, to say nothing of the money it had cost.



46. have something to say about something to be angry about something:
Her father would have something to say about it.
47. have a lot to say for yourself to talk a lot
48. not have much to say for yourself to not talk very much
49. what somebody says goes used to emphasize who is in control in a situation:
My wife wants to go to Italy this year, and what she says goes!
50. say your piece to give your opinion about something, especially something you do not like
= wouldn’t say boo to a goose at 'boo?(3), = easier said than done at 'easy2?(4), = enough said at 'enough?(6), = it goes
without saying at fgo without(2), = needless to say at 'needless(1), = no sooner said than done at fsoon(9), = not
say/breathe a word at tword'(9), = well said at twell’(13), = when all’s said and done at fall'(17)
COLLOCATIONS
Mthings that you say
= say hello/goodbye | came to say goodbye.
= say thank you | just wanted to say thank you for being there.
= say sorry/say that you're sorry |t was probably too late to say sorry.
= say yes/no Some parents are unable to say no to their children.
= say something/anything/nothing | was about to say something to him when he looked up and smiled.
= say some words She stopped abruptly, suddenly afraid to say the words aloud.
Madverbs
= say so If you don’t know the answer, don’t be afraid to say so.
Mphrases
= a terrible/stupid/odd etc thing to say | know it’s a terrible thing to say, but | wish he’d just go away.
= have something/anything/nothing to say He usually has something to say about just about everything.
THESAURUS
Bto say something
= say to tell someone something, using words: ‘| really ought to go,” she said. | Lauren said she’d probably be late.
- state to say something, especially in a definite or formal way — used in official contexts: The witness stated that he had never
seen the woman before. | Please state your name and address.
= announce to publicly tell people about something: The chairman announced his resignation. | The results will be announced
tomorrow. | We will announce the winners next Sunday. | They were announcing the train times overthe loudspeaker system.
= declare to say something very firmly: ‘My personal life is none of your business,” she declared.
= mention to talk about someone or something, especially without giving many details: Did Tom mention anything about what
happened at school? | Your name was mentioned!
= express to let someone know your feelings by putting them into words: Young children often find it difficult to express their
emotions.
= comment to say what your opinion is about someone or something: The prime minister was asked to comment on the crisis.
= note/remark formal to say that you have noticed that something is true — used especially in formal writing: We have already
noted that most old people live alone. | Someone once remarked that the problem with computers is that they only give you
answers.
= add to say something more, after what has already been said: He added that he thought it could be done fairly cheaply.
= point out to mention something that seems particularly important or relevant: Dr Graham points out that most children show
some signs of abnormal behaviour.| It's worth pointing out that few people actually die of this disease.
= air to talk about your opinions, worries, or the things you disagree about: air your views/grievancegdifferences. The programme
will give listeners the chance to air their views about immigration. | Workers were able to air their grievances.
= voice to talk publicly about your feelings or about whether you approveor disapprove of something formal: voice
concern/support/doubt/fears etc: The president has already voiced his support for the proposal. | She voiced concern for the safety
of the hostages.
M different ways of saying something
= whisper to say something very quietly, using your breath rather than your full voice: ‘Don’t wake the baby,” Jenny whispered.
= mumble to say something quietly without pronouncing the words clearly: He mumbled his thanks.
= mutter to say something quietly, especially when you are annoyed but do not want someone to hear you complaining: ‘This is
ridiculous,” he muttered under his breath. | She muttered something about havingto go home early.
= murmur to say something in a soft slow gentle voice: She stroked his hair and murmured, ‘Don’t worry. You'll be all right.’
= growl to say something in a low angry voice: ‘As | was saying,” Lewis growled, ‘it needs to be finished today.’
= sharl to say something in a nasty angry way: ‘Get out of my way!” he snarled.
= exclaim to say something suddenly and loudly: ‘How beautiful’ she exclaimed.
= blurt out to suddenly say something without thinking, especially something embarrassing or secret: It was partly nervousness
that had made him blurt out the question.
= stammer/stutter to speak with a lot of pauses and repeated sounds, because you have a speech problem, or because you are
nervousor excited: ‘I'll, I'll only be a m-moment,” he stammered.
Il. say2 BrE " AmE = noun [singular, uncountable]
1. the right to take part in deciding something
have some/no/little say in something
The workers had no say in how the factory was run.
The chairman has the final say (=has the right to make the final decision about something).
2. have your say to havethe opportunity to give your opinion about something:
You'll get a chance to have your say.



have your say in/on
°  Parents can have their say in the decision-making process.
. say3 BrE =~ AmE ~ interjection American English informal
used to express surprise, or to get someone’s attention so that you can tell them something:
°  Say, haven'tl seen you before somewhere?
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