be Apresyan (En-Ru)
[bi: (nonHasi hopma); bi (pedyyuposaHHasi popma)]v (€d. 4. was, MH. 4. were; been; Hacm. ep. 1-e . €o0.
4. am, 3-e 1. €0. 4. is, 2-e n. €0. 4. u 1-e, 2-e, 3-e 1. MH. 4. are; ycm. 2-e 1. €0. 4. Hacm. ep. art)
I
1. ObITb, CyLLlECTBOBATH
| think, therefore | am - a mbicnto, crieqoBaTenbHO, S CyLLECTBYHO
the greatest genius that everwas - Benuuanimim reHnii, KOTopbIn koraa-nubo cylecTsoBan
to be no more - 8038bIW. CKOHYATLCH, YMEPETL; NPEKPATUTL CyLLLECTBOBaHNE
Troy is no more - Tpowu OornbLUe He CyLlecTByeT
to be, or not to be - that is the question (Shakespeare ) - 6bITb UK He ObITh, BOT B YEM BOMPOC
2. 1) 6bITb, HAXOOMTBLCH; NPUCYTCTBOBATL, NpebbiBaTh
he will be here all the year - oH 6ygeT (HaxoauTbCs) 34eCb BECH rof,
is he often in town? - yacTto n1 oH 6biBaeT B ropoae”?
| was before you in the queue - a1 ctoan nepen Bamu B ovepean
the horse was below in the hold - nowaab nomecTunu e TproMe
he was at the ceremony - oH npucyTcTBOBar Ha LilepeMOoHUN
the key is in the lock - knto4 (HaxoauTcs) B 3amke
I'll be down in a minute - a4 cenyac cnyLycb
output is considerably below last year's level - Bbinyck NpoaykumMn HaMHOIO HUXKe NPOLUSIOrO4HEro /3HaYNTENBHO HMKE
NPOLUMOroAHero, 3Ha4yMTenbHO ynan no CPpaBHEHUIO C NPOLLNOroAHNM/
2) BbITb, OCTaBaTbLCA
don't be long! - He 3apepxuBancs!, npuxoam ckopee!
what a time you have been! - kak Tbl gonro!
he was a long time reaching the shore - emy noHagobunock MHOro BpemeHu, 4tobbl 4OCTUYL Bepera
3. nponcxoamnTb, CnyyYaTbCs, COBepLIaTbCH
it was yesterday - 370 6b1510 /NPOM30LLINO, CYYMIIOCh, COCTOANOCH BYepa
when is the wedding to be? - koraa gomxHa coctosTbes /6yaeT/ csagpba?
the New Year is on Sunday this time - B aToT pa3 HoBbIn rog npuxoantca /nagaet/ Ha BOCKpPeCEHbe
how is it that you were there? - kak nony4mMnock, YTo Bbl OKa3anucb Tam?
4. 1) paBHATbCS, COCTaBNATb
twice two is four - gBaxxabl ABa - YeTbipe
let x be ten - npegnonoxum, (4T0) X paBHAETCA OEeCATU
2) pasa. cTOUTb
how much is it? - ckonbko 3To cTONT?
what are these shoes? - ckonbko CTOAT 3TU OOTUHKU?
this book is five shillings - aTa kHUra cTouT NATH LUWASNHIOB
3) 3HauuUTb, CTOUTH
it is nothing to me - MHe 3TO HMYero He CTOUT, ANA MEHHA 3TO HUYEro He COCTaBNAeT /He 3HaunT/
what is all that to me? - 4yto MHe Bcé aT0?, Kakoe MHe A0 3Toro Aeno?
5. 8038bIW. CONYTCTBOBATL (8 8OCKIUUamMesIbHbIX NPEOIOXEHUSX KaK MoXernaHue)
success (be) to your efforts! - x)xenato ycnexa B Bawmx HaunHaHuax!, ga conyTcTByeT Bam ygadal
victory be yours! - xenato (Bam) nobeapi!
B
1. there is vmeeTcs, ecTb
there are many English books in our library - B Haluelt 6ubnuoTeke (MMeeTCcs) MHOTO aHIMMACKUX KHUT
there is plenty of time - BpemeHun BNnonHe JOCTaTOYHO, eWwé ecTb Macca BPEMEHN
there are no roads - gopor HeT
there will be dancing - 6yayT TaHubI
there was once an old man ... - Xun-6bIn ogHaXabl CTaAPKK ...
2. to have been
1) nocewaTb, ObIBaTH
has he been to London? - oH 6biBan B JloHaoHe?
I'vebeen there! - a) a Tam Obin!; 6) pasa. 3T0 MHe M3BECTHO!
2) pase. 3axoamuTb, ObiTb
has anyone been? - kTo-HUbyAb 3axoann?, 6bin KTO-HMOYAL?
has the post [the milkman] been? - 6b1na nv noyta [6bIN K /Npuxoann/ MONOYHMK]?
3. to be at smth. pasa.
1) HamepeBaTbCca caenatb UU cKa3aTb YTO-N
| don't understand what exactly he is at - 4 He noHumato, YTO MMEHHO OH XO4eT ckasaTb
what would you be at? - kakoBbl BaliM HamMepeHus?
2) HanapgaTtb, HabpacbiBaTbCS HA YTO-I
the mice are at the cheese again - mbilwn onatb gobpanuck Ao cbipa
3) 6patb 6e3 cnpoca
he's been at my shaving things again - oH onsaTtb 6pan (6e3 cnpoca) mon 6pUTBEHHbIE NPUHAANEXHOCTN
4. to be at smb. pa3z. npuctaBaTbkK KOMYy-I1.
she's always at me - oHa Bcerga MeHsi nunuT
5. to be above smth. /doing smth./ OblTb BbILLE YEro-n.; He onycKaTbCA 40 Yero-n.
to be above suspicion - ObITb BbiLle /BHE/ NOJO3PEHMNN
to be abovecriticism - 6bITb BbiLLe BCAKON KPUTUKK, BbITb 6e3yrnpeyHbiM



he is abovereproach - ero He 3a 4TO ynpekHyTb
he is above such matters - oH Takumu genamun He 3aHUMaeTCs, OH A0 Takoro (4ena) He YHU3UTCA
he is abovetaking bribes - 6paTb B3ATKM - HUXXE €ro 4OCTOUHCTBA
6. to be beneath smth., smb. 6bITb HUXe Yero-n., KOro-n.
to be beneath contempt [attention] - He 3acnyxuBaTb (gaxe) npespeHns [BHUMaHWS]
it is beneath you /your dignity/ - 3To HWke Ballero JOCTOMHCTBA
7. to be beyond smth., smb. GbITb 3a Npeaenamu 4ero-., BO3MOXXHOCTEMN KOro-rl.
his behaviouris beyond my endurance - 4 He mory 6ornbLle TepneTb ero noBeaeHne
he is not beyond redemption - oH eLwé MoXeT ncnpaBmTLCS
this is beyond a joke - 310 yxe He WwyTKa
it was beyond expectation - Takoro Hernb3s ObINO OXMAATh, HA Takoe HeMb3si ObINo HaAeATbLCS
| am beyond caring - MHe yxe BCE paBHO
what you say is beyond me - MHe COBEPLUEHHO HEMOHATHO TO, YTO Thl FOBOPULLb
8. to be abreast of smth. GbITb B Kypce Yero-n.
he's abreast of developmentsin his field - oH B Kypce nocnegHux AOCTUXEHWIA B CBOEI 06racTu
9. to be after smb. npecnenoBaThb, NbITAaTbCS NONMATb KOFO-11.
the police were after him - nonuums npecnegoeana ero
10. to be after smth. nokywaTbCa Ha YTO-I, CTPEMUTLCS 3aBnageTb YeM-I1.
he's after my job - oH MmeTUTHa MO€ mecTo
he's after her money - oH oxoTuTCs 3a €€ geHbramm
11. to be about to do smth. cobupaTbcs, HamepeBaTbCA caenaTb YTO-Il.
he was about to send for you - oH cobupancs nocnaTb 3a Bamu
she was about to speak, but changed her mind - oHa xoTena 6b1n10 3aroBopuTbL, HO Nepeaymana
12. to be against smth. npoTnBopeYMTbYEMY-N., UOTU Bpa3pes C YeM-n.
lying is against my principles - He B MOMx NpaBunax Bpatb
13. to be for smth. cToaTb unu GbITb 32
who is for going home? - kTo 3a TO, YTOObI ATM OOMON?
14. to be for some place oTnpaBnATbLCH exaTtb Kyaa-I.
are you for Bristol? - Bbl egete B bpuctons?
15. to be on smb.
1) pa3a. GbITb ONNAYEHHBIM KEM-II.
put your money away, it's on me - y6epu geHbru, 9 yrowaro
the drinks are on the house - xo3auH (bapa, pecmopaHa u m. n.) yrowaet
the tickets are on me - a2 nnayvy 3a 6uneTobl
2) BHe3arnHo HacTynuTb, NogocneTb (0 npa3dHuKax ebibopax u m. .)
the wet season was on us - HEOXMAAHHO Ha Hac OBPYLLNICHA CE30H JOXAEN
Christmas was on us - HacTynuno poXxaecTso
16. to be on smth. BxoanTb B COCTaB, ObITb YIEHOM (Komuccuu u m. r1.)
he is on the board - oH BXxoguT B cocTas npasneHusi
17. to be on smb., smth. BbITb NOCTaBNEHHbIM Ha KOTrO-M., YTO-1.
my money is on this horse - 1 noctaBun Ha 3Ty nowiagp
18. to be up to smth.
1) 3ambILWNATL, 3aTeBaTb YTO-N.
the boys are up to smth. - Manbyunkn yto-TO 3aTEBAOT
he is up to no good - OH 3aTeBaeTYTO-TO CKBEPHOE, OT HEFO XOPOLLEro He Xan
2) ObITb OCBEAOMIEHHBLIM O YEM-I.
the police must be up to all the dodges - nonuummn 4omKHO BbITb N3BECTHO 060 BCEX YNOBKax
19. not to be up to (doing) smth. He BbITb B COCTOSAHUN CAENaTb YTO-N., HE CNPaBUTLCS C YEM-TI.
I am not up to going to the theatre tonight - 1 He B cocToAHUN NoTY ceroqHA Be4YepoM B TeaTp
he is not up to his job - oH He cnpaBnseTcsa co cBoen paboTon
he is not up to his father as a scholar - kak y4éHbIn OH 3HaUUTENBHO YCTynaeT (CBOEMY ) OTLY
20. to be up to smb. GbITb BO3NOXEHHBIM Ha KOro-n. (06 omeemcmeeHHOCMU ); 3aBUCETb OT KOro-1.
it is up to him to decide - OT Hero 3aBMCUT peLLeHne, OH SOSMKEH peLunTb
it is up to you to choose - Bbl BbiOMpaeTe/peluaeTe/
whether you learn or not is entirely up to you - yuntbcs unm HeT - TBOE eno
21. to be up against smth., smb. CTONKHYTbCS C YEM-I1., KEM-I.; BCTPETUTLOTMOP
he's up against some real opposition - oH 6yaeT nMeTb Aeno C CUIbHOWM ONMNo3numen
he's up against it - pasa. OH cTonkHyNcsa ¢ 6oNbLUMMU TPYAHOCTAMU
22. to be up for smth.
1) ObITb NOAHATLIM, BO3HUKATb, paccMmaTpuBaTbes (0 gonpoce u m. .)
to be up for review - nepecmaTtpuBaTbcA
to be up for debate - 06cyxaaTbes, ObiTb NOCTABNEHHLIM HA 0OCYyXOEeHNe
2) paccmaTpuBaTh B cyde, CyanTb
he was up in court for this - ero 3a a1o cyannm
3) NnpegHasHavaTbCs K npogaxe
to be up for auction - npogaBaTbca Ha ayKumMoHe /c MonoTkal
4) GbITb BIABUHYTEIM KaHAMZATOM, ObITb NpeTeHAeHTOM (Ha G0/mKHOCMb, nocm u m. I.)
he's up for admission to the society at the next meeting - ero 6yayT npuHMMaTh B Kpy>KOK Ha criegytowem cobpaHum
23. to be with smb.
1) nogoepxuBaTb KOro-n.



we're with you all the way - mbl nongém c Tobowr 4o KoHLa
she is at one with her husband - oHa 3aogHo co (cBovM) Myxxem
2) noHMmaTb, CneauTb 3a TeM, YTO rOBOPSAT
are you still with me - or shall | go overit again? - Tbl cneguib 3a X04OM MOEIN MbICIN U MHE NOBTOPUTLELWE pas?
24. to be with smb., smth. paboTtatby Koro-n., rae-n. (mo Hatmy)
I'm with a shipping firm - 4 paboTtato B TpaHcnopTHon upme
A
1. Kak enaeor-cesiska
1) BbITb
he is a teacher - oH yunTens
are they English? - oHu aHrnnyaHe?
ten yards is a lot - gecaTb ApAoB - 3TO 0O4EeHb MHOro
his is a fine house - ero 4OM YygecHbIN, y HEro NpekpacHbIi JOM
our task is to finish the work in time - Hawa 3agaya - BOBpeMsi KOHUUTL paboTy
she has been a mother to me - oHa MHe Gblna BMecTo MaTepu
she is twenty - e gBaguaTb net
today is the tenth - cerogHs gecatoe (4ncno)
tomorrow is Friday - 3aBTpa naTHMUa
the wall is six foot high - cTeHa nmeeT WwecTb PyTOB B BLICOTY
what is it? - a) uto 3T10?; 6) B Uém aeno?
to see things as they are - BUAeTb BelUM TakMMU, KakMe OHU eCTb
if | were you ... - ecrnv Obl 51 OblT HA BallemM MecTe ...
seeing is believing - yBuaeTb - (370) 3HaunT yoeautbcs /noBeputy
2) HaxoOuTbCS B (KaKOM-1. ) COCTOSIHUM, YyBCTBOBATb, OLlywwaTtb (4mo-i.)
I am cold [hot] - MHe xonogHo [apko]
he is asleep [alive, tired] - oH cnuT [xmB, ycTan]
he is glad [nervous silent, happy] - oH pag [HeEpBHMYAET, MONYMT, CHACTMB]
he is absent - oH oTcyTCcTBYET
he is in trouble - oH nonan B 6eay, y HEro HENPUATHOCTH
he is at work [at play] - oH paboTaeT[urpaeT
isn't he lucky ? - Be3ét xe emy!
2. ¢ nocnedyrowumMm UHOUHUMUBOM 8bipaxaem
1) domkeHcmeosaHue, 0bycioerieHHoe 02080PEHHOCMbIO, M/1aHOM:
he is to come at six - OH JOMmKeH NPUATU B LWIECTb (4acoB)
he was to come at six - OH JOKeH ObIN NPUATU B LLECTb
he was to have come at six - oH fgormkeH GbIn NPUATK B WECTb (HO He npuwén)
when am | to come? - korga MHe NPUXoAnTbL?, Korga MHE HYXKHO NPUAT?
the house is to let - nom caaétca B apenay
he was neverto see her again - emy 6onbLue HMKOrAa He CyxaeHo 6bino eé yBnaeTb
it was not to be - atomy He cyxaeHo 6bino cObITbCA /ocyLecTBUTLCA/
they are not to be trusted - nm Henb3a goBepATb
such men are to be pitied rather than despised - Takux nogen Hago He npesvpaTs, a Xanetb
2) B03MOXHOCMb :
he was nowhere to be found - ero Hurge Henb3sa 6bINo HanTU /oTbIcKaTH
not a cloud was to be seen - He BUAHO BbINO HU obnavka
how am | to get through all this work today? - kak 9 cMory cnpaBuTbCsl CO BCEW 3TON paboTom cerogHsa?
3) HamepeHue, xenaHue (8 YCrO8HbIX MPEOIOXEHUSIX):
if we are to come in time, we must start at once - ecnu mbl XOTUM NPUINTY BOBPEMS], HAM HAL0 cpa3dy OTNPaBATLCS
3. ycm. 8 coyemaHuu ¢ p. p. anazosos to come, to fall, to sit, to run, to get u dp.:
winter was come - 3uma HacTynuna
the sun was risen - conHue BcTano
B
1. 8 coyemaHuu ¢ pres. p. crayxum Ons obpa3osaHusi OrnumernbHoU YOPMbI :
he was talking to his son at the time - B ToTMOMeHT oH 6ecefoBan ¢ CbiIHOM
he is working - oH (cenvac) paboTaeT
this question is being discussed - aToT Bonpoc cenyac obcyxgaetcs
2. 8 coyemaHuu ¢ p. p. NepexolHbIx u pssida HernepexodHbIX 2/1a20/108 cyxum Onsi obpa3oeaHusi MaccusHol GhoOpMbI :
this was made by my son - 310 6bI510 cAENaHO MOMM CbIHOM
they will be punished - oHV OyayT HakasaHbl, UX HaAKaXyT
such questions are settled by the committee - Takne Bonpochkl peLlatoTcs KOMUTETOM
he was asked to come - ero nonpocunu NpUNTK
this book was much spoken of - 06 3Tol KHMre MHOro roBopunu
O
to be aboveone /one's head/ - pasa. ObITb BbILLE YbEro-1. MOHUMaHUS
to be at it - wanuTtb, NpokasHmyaTb
the children are at it again - geTn onaTb NPUHANUCE 3a CBOE
to be hard at it /at work/ - pa3a. a) 6bITb O4eHb 3aHATLIM, 6) HaNPsPKEHHO paboTaTh
they were hard at it /at work/ the whole night - oH1 paboTannnso Bcex cum BCO HOYb HanponeT
to be at one with smb. - GbITb C KeM-1n. 3a04HO



to be beside oneself with grief [anxiety, alarm, efc] - noTepsaTbronoBy oT rops [BonHeHWs, 6ecnokonctea u m. . ]
to be beside oneself with rage - BbInTv 13 cebs, pa3rHeBaTbCA

to be beside the point - He umeTb oTHOLWEHWSA (K daHHOMY eonipocy, deny U m. 1l.)

for the time being - noka

the manager for the time being - BpemeHHO ncnonHsawLwnin 06513aHHOCTY 3aBeayoLLero

somebody will be in forit - komy-To nonagét /BneTut, Haroput

far be it from me to do this - 1 BoBce He cobupatock /a ganék ot Toro, 4Tobbl AenaTb 31O

be (that) as it may - kak 6bl TO HM 6bINO; NycTb GygeT YTo ByaeT

let it be! - ocTaBb 370 B Nokoe!, NycTb BCE OCTAETCA Kak ecTb!

so be it - ga 6yget Tak, nycTb Tak n 6yget

how are you? - a) kak Bbl NoxuBaeTe?; 0) kak Bbl cebsi YyBCTBYETE?

you neverknow where you are with him - Hukorga He 3Haellb, YTO OH MOXET cAenaTh /Kak OH MOCTYNUT, Kak cebsi ¢ HUM BECTH, Yero
OT Hero xpaaTb/

be yourself!, be your age! - He rnynu!, He Bansn gypaka!

you've been and gone and done it! - ¢/1. Hy 1 Hagenanu Bbl Aen!, Hy HaTBopUnn e Bbl!

I'll be! - amep. cn. BOT Te Hal, rocnogu 6oxe Mon!, Hy n Hy! (8ockuyaHue, 8bipaxaroujee yousreHuUe)

be Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
be [be am are is was were being been| verb, auxiliary verb BrE [bi]  NAmE
[bi]© BrE strong form[bi]~ AmE strong form [bi] "
» irregular verbs
verb
1. linking verbthere is/are + noun to exist; to be present
* |s there a God?
» Once upon a time there was a princess...
« | tried phoning but there was no answer.
* There's a bank down the road.
» Was there a pool at the hotel?
2. intransitive + adv./prep. to be located; to be in a place
* The town is three miles away.
« If you're looking for your file, it's on the table.
* Mary's upstairs.
3. intransitive + adv./prep. to happen at a time or in a place
* The party is on Friday evening
* The meetings are always in the main conference room.
4. intransitive + adv./prep. to remain in a place
» She has been in her room for hours.
* They're here till Christmas.
5. intransitive + adv./prep. to attend an event to be present in a place
* I'll be at the party.
» He'll be here soon (= will arrivesoon) .
6. intransitive (only used in the perfect tenses) + adv./prep. to visit or call
* I'veneverbeen to Spain.
* He had been abroad many times.
* (BrE) Has the postman been yet? In NAmME, come is used instead
* Has the mailman come yet?
7. intransitive ~ from... used to say where sb was born or where their home is
» She's from ltaly.
8. linking verbused when you are naming people or things, describing them or giving more information about them
* + noun Today is Monday.
* ‘Who is that?’ ‘It's my brother.’
» She's a great beauty.
» Susan is a doctor.
* He wants to be (= become) a pilot when he grows up.
* + adj. It's beautiful!
* Life is unfair.
* He is ten years old.
* ‘How are you?’ ‘I'm very well, thanks.’
* Be quick!
* ~ (that)... The fact is (that) we don't have enough money.
» ~ doing sth The problem is getting it all done in the time available
» ~ to do sth The problem is to get it all done in the time available
9. linking verbit is/lwas used when you are describing a situation or saying what you think about it
* + adj. It was really hot in the sauna.
* It's strange how she nevercomes to see us any more.
* He thinks it's cleverto make fun of people.
* + noun It would be a shame if you lost it.
* It's going to be a great match.
10. linking verbit is/was used to talk about time
* + noun It's two thirty.



* + adj. It was late at night when we finally arrived
11. linking verb+ noun used to say what sth is made of
* |s your jacket real leather?
12. linking verbintransitive used to say who sth belongs to or who it is intended for
* ~ mine, yours, etc. The money's not yours, it's John's.
« ~ for me, you, etc. This package is for you.
13. linking verb+ noun to cost
* ‘How much is that dress?’ ‘Eighty dollars.’
14. linking verb+ noun to be equal to
* Three and three is six.
* How much is a thousand pounds in euros?
* Let x be the sum of a and b.
* Londonis not England (= do not think that all of England is like London) .
15. linking verb~ everything, nothing, etc. (to sb) used to say how important sth is to sb
* Money isn't everything (= it is not the only important thing) .
* A thousand dollars is nothing to somebody as rich as he is.

Rem: Most idioms containing be are at the entries for the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example be the death of sb is at
death.
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Word Origin:
Old English béon, an irregular and defective verb, whose full conjugation derives from several originally distinct verbs. The forms am
and is are from an Indo-Europeanroot shared by Latin sum and est. The forms was and were are from an Indo-Europeanroot

meaning ‘remain’ . The forms be and been are from an Indo-Europeanroot shared by Latin fui ‘l was’, fio ‘Il become’, and Greek
phuein ‘bring forth, cause to grow’. The origin of are is uncertain.

Thesaurus:
be
1. (especially spoken)
* How much is that dress?
coste « sell * » go * |informal set sb back sth « |business trade ¢ - retail °
How much does this cost/is this?
That costs/ will set you back a lot of money.
sth sells/goes/retails for £9.95
sth sells/trades/retails at £9.95
2.
* Three and three is six.
equal * » make ° * add up to sth+ - amount to sth « run to sth* - number -+ |especially business total °
be/equal/make/add up to/amount to/run to/number/total 50/5,000/5 million, etc.
be/equal/make/add up to/amount to/run to/total $50/75%
be/add up to/amount to/run to/number/total about/around/approximately /nearly /almost/over/more than/at least sth
Be or equal ? Equal is not usually used in questions and is only used in exact sums:
* How much is a thousand pounds in Euros?
A How much does a thousand pounds equal in Euros?:
* A metre is about/around/approximately 40 inches.
X A metre equals about/around/approximately 40 inches.

Example Bank:
* London is not England.

Idioms: t-to-be = tas was = 'be-all and end-all = 'been and done something = !if it wasn't for ... = tlet somebody be

1. used with a past participle to form the passive
* He was Killed in the war.
* Where were they made?
* The house was still being built.
* You will be told what to do.
2. used with a present participle to form progressive tenses



* | am studying Chinese.
* I'll be seeing him soon.
» What have you been doing this week?
* I'm always being criticized.
3. used to make 'question tags (= short questions added to the end of statements)
* You're not hungry, are you?
* Ben's coming, isn't he?
* The old theatre was pulled down, wasn't it?
4. used to avoid repeating the full form of a verbin the passive or a progressive tense
» Karen wasn't beaten in any of her games, but all the others were.
* ‘Are you coming with us?’ ‘No, I'm not.’
5. ~ to do sth used to say what must or should be done
* | am to call them once | reach the airport.
* You are to report this to the police.
* What is to be done about this problem?
6. ~ to do sth used to say what is arrangedto happen
* They are to be married in June.
7. ~ to do sth used to say what happened later
* He was to regret that decision for the rest of his life (= he did regretit) .
8. ~ not, never, etc. to be done used to say what could not or did not happen
» Anna was nowhere to be found (= we could not find her anywhere) .
* He was neverto see his wife again (= although he did not know it would be so at the time, he did not see her again) .
» She wanted to write a successful novel but it was not to be (= it turned out neverto happen) .
9. if shlit were to do sth...| were sb/it to do sth... (formal) used to express a condition
* If we were to offeryou more money, would you stay?
* Were we to offeryou more money, would you stay?

Word Origin:
Old English béon, an irregular and defective verb, whose full conjugation derives from several originally distinct verbs. The forms am

and is are from an Indo-Europeanroot shared by Latin sum and est. The forms was and were are from an Indo-Europeanroot
meaning ‘remain’ . The forms be and been are from an Indo-Europeanroot shared by Latin fui ‘l was’, fio ‘l become’, and Greek
phuein ‘bring forth, cause to grow’. The origin of are is uncertain.

be Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
I. be' S1 W1 /bi; strong bill BrE ~ AmE = auxiliary verb (past tense was, were, past
participle been, present participle being, first person singular am, second person singular and plural are, third person singular is)
1. used with a present participle to form the fcontinuous(4) tenses of verbs:
°  Don't disturb me while I'm working.
Gemma was reading.
They'vebeen asking a lot of questions.
That guy’s always causing trouble.
We'll be starting in about an hour.
He isn’t leaving, is he?
2. used with past participles to form the tpassive:
° Smoking is not permitted.
| was told about it yesterday.
The house is being painted.
She’s been invited to a party.
The flames could be seen several miles away.
The police should have been informed about this.
3. be to do something formal
a) used to talk about arrangements for the future:
° Audrey and Jimmy are to be married in June.
Two men are to appearin court on charges of armed robbery.
b) used to give an order or to tell someone about a rule:
* You are to wait here in this room until | return.
All staff are to wear uniforms.
c) used to say or ask what someone should do or what should happen:
° What am | to tell her?
He is not to be blamed.
d) used to ask how something can be done:
* How are we to get out of the present mess?
4. be to be seen/found/heard etc used to say that something can be seen, found, or heard somewhere:
A large range of species are to be seen in the aquarium.
The only sound to be heard was the twittering of the birds aboveus.
5. was/were to do something used when talking about a time in the past to say what happened later:
This discovery was to have a major effect on the treatment of heart disease.




6.
a) used in conditional’(2) sentences about an imagined situation
were somebody to do something/if somebody were to do something
°  Evenif England were to win the next two matches, Germany would still be three points ahead.
Were we to offeryou the job, would you take it?
b) used in fconditional sentences to introduce an aim when you are saying what must be done in order to achieve it
if somebody/something is to do something
*  Ifwe are to succeed in this enterprise, we shall need to plan everything very carefully.
7. old use used instead of ‘have’to form the fperfect? tense of some verbs:
The houris come.
.be2S1W1BrE"~ AmE " verb
[Language: ; Origin: ]
1. [linking verb]used to say that someone or something is the same as the subject of the sentence:
° My name is Susan.
° These are my favouritepictures.
° He’s my brother.
°  The problem s finding the time to get things done.
° Our aim was to reduce the number of accidents.
2. [intransitive always + adverb/preposition] used to say where something or someone is:
°  Jane’s upstairs.

"

Are my keys in the drawer?
° The principal’s in his office.
° How long has she been here?
3. [intransitive always + adverb/preposition] used to say when something happens:
° The concert was last night.
The party is on Saturday.
4. [linking verb]used to describe someone or something, or say what group or type they belong to:
° Thesky was grey.
Spiders are not really insects.
Mr Cardew was a tall thin man.
She wants to be a doctor when she leaves school.
Her dress was pure silk.
I’'m not ready yet.
5. there is/are used to say that something exists or happens:
There’s a hole in your trousers.
There was a loud explosion.
‘| thought there was going to be a party.” ‘No, there isn’'t.’
Is there a problem?
6. [linking verb]to behavein a particular way:
°  He was just being rude.
Don’t be silly.
You’d better be careful.
7. [linking verb]used to say how old someone is:
° His mother died when he was 20.
Rachel will be three in November.
8. [linking verb]used to say who something belongs to:
° Whose is this bag? It isn’t mine and it isn’t Sarah’s.
9. [linking verb]used to talk about the price of something:
* ‘How much are the melons?’ ‘The big ones are £2 each.’
10. [linking verb]to be equal to a particular number or amount:
© 32dividedby 8 is 4.
11. be that as it may formal used to say that eventhough you accept that something is true, it does not change a situation:
‘He was only joking.” ‘Be that as it may, silly remarks like that can do a lot of harm.’
12. [intransitive] formal to exist:
° What was once a great and powerful empire has effectively ceased to be.
13. be yourself to behavein a natural way, rather than trying to pretend to be different:
°  Don't try too hard — just be yourself.
14. not be yourself to be behavingin a way that is unusual for you, especially because you are ill or upset:
° Sorry — I'm not myself this morning.
15. the be-all and end-all the most important part of a situation or of someone’s life
the be-all and end-all of
° For Jim, making money was the be-all and end-all of his job.
THESAURUS
= costto havea particular price: The book costs $25. | A new kitchen will cost you a lot of money. | It's a nice dress and it didn’t
cost much.
= be especially spoken to cost a particular amount of money: These shoes were only £5.
= be priced at something to have a particular price — used when giving the exact price that a shop or company charges for
something: Tickets are priced at $20 for adults and $10 for kids.



= retail at something to be sold in shops at a particular price — used especially in business: The scissors retail at £1.99 in
department stores.

= sell/go for something used for saying what people usually pay for something: Houses in this area sell for around £200,000.

= fetch used for saying what people pay for something, especially at a public sale: The painting fetched over$8,000 at auction. | A
sports car built for Mussolini is expected to fetch nearly £1 million at auction.

- set somebody back something informal to cost someone a lot of money: A good set of speakers will set you back around
£150.

= come to if a bill comes to a particular amount, it adds up to that amount: The bill came to £100 between four of us.
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