life Apresyan (En-Ru)
1. [laif] n (pl lives)
1. 1) Xn3Hb; CyLlecTBOBaHNE
the origin of life - nponcxoxaeHne xun3Hn
the struggle for life - 6opbba 3a cyuiecTBoBaHME
this life, natural life - pen. 3emHoe ObITME /cyLLiecTBOBaHME/
the other /eternal, future/ life - pen. 3arpobHas /BeyHas, byayLLas / X13Hb
for one's life - gna cnaceHus (cBoewn) Xn3HN
to seek smb.'s life - nokywaTbca Ha Ybto-n. XKU3Hb
to take smb.'s life - youTb koro-n.
to take one's own life - nokoH4MTL C cobon
to pawn one's life - py4aTtbcs XM3HbO /ronoBoW
to run for dear /for very/ life, to flee /to run/ for one's life - 6exaTb N30 BCcex cun; cnacatbca 6Gercteom
to fight for dear life - gpatbca /cpaxaTtbcsa/ He Ha XMBOT, a Ha CMepTb
2) XnsHeneAaTenbHOCTb
the noise of life - Wym Xn3HK; 3ByKM AeATENbHOCTM YENoBeKa
stirrings of life - npusHaku xunsHu
to come to life - a) Ha4YaTb XM3Hb, NOSABUTLCS Ha CBET; 0) OXXMBaTb, NPUXOaUTL B cebs (7ocrie obMopoka u m. .)
a writer whose characters come to life - nucatens, cosgarowmin xmBble obpasbl
to bring to life - a) BbI3bIBaTb K XM13HKU; 6) NPMBOAMTL B YyBCTBO (r10c/1e 06MopoKka u m. 1. )
2. 1) XuBble cyLlecTBa, Xu3Hb
is there any life on Mars? - ecTb N X13Hb /ecTb N1 XuMBble cyLlecTBa/ Ha Mapce?
2) XrBOE CyLLEeCTBO, YENOBEK
a life for a life - »xn3Hb 3a XM3Hb
three lives were saved by his brave act - ceBoMM xpabpbiM NOCTYNKOM OH cnac Tpw Xn3Hu /cnac Tpoux/
how many lives were lost? - ckonbko nogen norn6no?
the battle was won at great sacrifice of life - Guta 6bina BbivrpaHa LieHon 60MbLLNX NoTEePb
3) cobup. MUp XMBbIX OPraHN3MoB
plant [animal, insect] life - Mup pacTeHun PKMBOTHLIX, HACEKOMbIX]
wild life - xxnBas npupoga
marine life - dpayHa n conopaokeaHa
3. 1) CPOK >XU3HU, BCHA XU3Hb
at his time of life - B ero Bo3pacte
a lease for three lives - apeHgHbIN 4OFOBOP CPOKOM 40 CMEPTU NOCAeOHEro n3 TPEX Ha3BaHHbIX L,
for life - Ha BCIO M3Hb, 0O KOHLA XXW3HW, 0O CMEPTYU; MOXN3HEHHO
to be deported for life - GbITb BbICNAHHLIM HABEYHO, ObITb NPUFOBOPEHHBLIM K BECCPOYHON CChINKe
to be sentenced to life - GbITb OCY)KAEHHBIM Ha MOXU3HEHHOE 3aKIIOYEHNE
to be elected [appointed] for life - 6bITb N36pPaHHBIM [HA3HAYEHHbLIM] MOXU3HEHHO
to marry early [late] in life - >xeHUTbCS paHo [No3gHO]
| havelived here all my life - 9 BClO XM3Hb XMBY 30€Cb
2) cpok cnyx6bl unu paboTbl (MawuHbI, y4Ypex0eHus); [ONrOBEYHOCTb
the averagelife of steel rails - cpegHun cpok cnyObl CTanbHbIX PENBLCOB
the useful life of a car [of a building] - cpok akcnnyaTauun aBTomobuns[3aaHus)
life cycle - npeum. goeH. cpok cryx0bl, CPOK OENCTBUS (Ye20-/1. )
life of an agreement - dun. cpok OencTBMA cornalleHus
4. 0bpa3s unu xapakrep Xu13Hu
regular life - perynsapHbIi /pasmepeHHbId 06pas X1U3HU
comfortable life - cnokorHas xun3Hb
country [city] life - nepeBeHckuii [ropoackon] obpas KunsHu
a dog's life - cobaybs XUn3Hb, Xankoe cylecTBoBaHNe
everyday life - noBcegHeBHas Xn3Hb, ObIT
political [sex] life - nonuTnyeckas [nonoBas] *n3Hb
musical life of a city - My3blkanbHasi X13Hb ropoga
to lead a quiet life - BeCTV CNOKOWMHYIO XU3Hb
how's life? - pasa. Kak »u3Hb?, kak gena?
such is life - TakoBa XM3Hb; HNYErO HEe nogenaellb
5. obwecTBeHHas XnN3Hb; B3aNMOOTHOLLEHMS (Nogen); obLwecTso
high life - cBeTCkOe 06LLECTBO, BbICLUMIA CBET; CBETCKAS >KN3Hb
low life - Xn3Hb HM3LIMX KnaccoB obLuecTBa
social life - a) obwecTBeHHas Xn3Hb; 0) 0OLLeHne ¢ Apy3bAMU U 3HAKOMbIMU; BCTPEYM, pa3BreyeHus u m. .
to see /to learn/ something of life, to see life - noBnaaTh CBET, y3HaTb XN3Hb
to enter upon life - BCTYyNuTb B XW3Hb
to be settled in life - HanTV CBOE MeCTO B XW3HU
we have practically no social life - Mbl NOYTV HU C KeM He BCTpevaemcs, Mbl XXUBEM OYEHb 3aMKHYTO
6. XXnsHeonucaHue, Guorpadgpus
the lives of great men [of poets] - xxn3HeonucaHns Hxu3Hb/ BENUKNX Ntoaen [NoaTos]
Life of Johnson - 6uorpadmsa J)xoHcoHa
few authors write their own lives - nucatenu pegko nuwyt asTobnorpadcumm
7. 1) aHeprus, >XMBOCTb; BOOAYLUEBEHNE; OXMBMNEHNE



to infuse new life into smth. - BOOXHYTb HOBYIO XM3Hb BO YTO-I
to put life into one's work - paboTtatbc ayLion
to put life into a portrait - oxunBuTL NOpTPET
put more life into your movements - wesenuteck NodkLICTpee
the children are full of life - geTV NONHbBI XXN3HN /04EHb OXMBMNEHHDI, AeATENbHbY
2) camoe BaxHoe, HeobxoaMMoe; OCHOBa; Aylua
he was the life of the party - oH 66111 gywon obuwecTea
plenty of sleep is the life of young children - gnuTenbHbIN COH - camoe BaxKHOe /OCHOBHOE/ Ans (300pOBbA) AeTEN
8. xuse. HaTypa
a picture [a portrait] taken from (the) life - kapTuHa [nopTpeT ¢ HaTypbl
small life - MeHblue HaTypanbHON BENNYNHbI
as large as life cm. largel ¢
to portray smb. to the life - o4eHb TOYHO NepenaTb CXOOCTBO, HAPMCOBATL YeW-N. BEPHbIN NOPTPET
9. cmpax. 3acTpaxoBaHHOEe NuLo
10. = lifetime 2)
¢ my (dear) life - mon goporon, Mosi Aoporas, Mosi 13Hb (0bpaujeHue)
upon my life! - yecTHoe croso!
for the life of me | can't understand it - xoTb y6eln, He Mory aToro NoHATb
it is a matter of life and death - 310 BONpPOC XM3HN 1 cMepTH
with all the pleasure in life - ¢ Benuyanwmnm ygoBonscTenem
to havethe time of one's life - a) noBecenuTbCA Ha cnasy; OTAMYHO NPOBECTU Bpems; 6) nepexnBaTh NyyLLy Nopy CBOEW XU3HN
change of life - 38gh. knumakc
life and limb cm. limb1 | ¢
to bother /to harass, to nag, to worry/ the life out of smb. - n3BognTL KOro-n., He 4aBaTb HY MUHYTbI MOKOSI KOMY-I1., BbiIMaTbIBaTb
(BCio) AyLy
to gasp out one's life - ncnycTnTb AyX, CKOHYaTLCA
to take one's life in both hands and eat it - npoxwuraTb X13Hb
there is life in the old dog yet - = ecTb eLlé Nopox B NOPOXOBHULAX
a cat has nine lives - nocs1. y KOLWKN OEBATb XU3HEN, KOLLKU XUBY4YU
while there is life there is hope - nocn. noka yenosek xuB, OH HageeTcA
not on your life! - H1 B koem cnyyae!
2. [laif] a
1) XWN3HEHHbBIV
life force - »xn3HeHHas cuna
2) NOXMN3HEHHbIN
life sentence - Nnoxun3HeHHOe 3aknoveHne
life member - NOXW3HEHHbIN YneH (kayba u m. n.)
3) ¢ HaTypsbl

life ‘ “ Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
life [life lives] BrE [larf] © NAmE [latfi = noun (pl. lives BrE [latvZ] ;| NAmME
llazvd = )

STATE OF LIVING
1. uncountable the ability to breathe, grow, reproduce, etc. which people, animals and plants have before they die and which objects
do not have
+ life and death
* The body was cold and showed no signs of life .
» My father died last year— | wish | could bring him back to life .
* In spring the countryside bursts into life.
2. uncountable, countable the state of being alive as a human; an individual person's existence
» The floods caused a massive loss of life (= many people were killed) .
* He risked his life to save his daughter from the fire.
* Hundreds of lives were threatened when the building collapsed.
* The operation saved her life .
* My grandfatherlost his life (= was killed) in the war.
» Severalattempts have been made on the President's life (= several people have tried to kill him) .

LIVING THINGS
3. uncountable living things
 plant/animal life
* marine /pond life
* Is there intelligent life on other planets?

PERIOD OF TIME
4. countable, uncountable the period between sb's birth and their death; a part of this period
* He's lived here all his life .
* |'velived in England for most of my life.



* to have a long/short life
* He became very weak towards the end of his life.
* Brenda took up tennis late in life .
* He will spend the rest of his life (= until he dies) in a wheelchair.
» There's no such thing as a job for life any longer.
» She is a life member of the club.
* in early/adult life
see also !change of life
5. countable (used with an adjective) a period of sb's life when they are in a particular situation or job
» She has been an accountant all her working life .
* He met a lot of interesting people during his life as a student.
» They were very happy throughout their married life .
6. countable the period of time when sth exists or functions
* The International Stock Exchange started life as a London coffee shop.
* They could see that the company had a limited life (= it was going to close) .
* In Italy the averagelife of a governmentis eleven months.
see also !shelf life

PUNISHMENT
7. uncountable the punishment of being sent to prison for life; life fimprisonment
* The judge gave him life .
» She is doing life for murder.

EXPERIENCEACTIVITIES

8. uncountable the experience and activities that are typical of all people's existences
* the worries of everyday life
* He is young and has little experience of life .
« Commuting is a part of daily life for many people.
« Jill wants to travel and see life for herself.
* We bought a dishwasher to make life easier .
* In London life can be hard.
* Inreal life (= when she met him) he wasn't how she had imagined him at all.
« Life can be difficult when you move to a new town.
* Life isn't like in the movies, you know.

9. uncountable, countable the activities and experiences that are typical of a particular way of living
» country/city life
» She enjoyed political life.
» family/married life
* How do you find life in Japan?

10. countable a person's experiences during their life; the activities that form a particular part of a person's life
* He has had a good life .
* a hard/an easy life
» My day-to-day life is not very exciting.
+ a life of luxury
 Her daily life involvedmeeting lots of people.
» She lived a quiet life in the countryside.
» Many of these children have led very sheltered lives (= they have not had many different experiences) .
» They emigrated to starta new life in Canada.
* He doesn't like to talk about his private life .
» She has a full social life .
« articles about the love lives of the stars
see also !sex life

ENERGYEXCITEMENT
11. uncountable the quality of being active and exciting
Syn: lvitality
 This is a great holiday resort that is full of life .

IN ART
12. uncountable a living model or a real object or scene that people draw or paint
* She had lessons in drawing from life.
+ a life class (= one in which art students draw a naked man or woman)
see also 1still life

STORY OF LIFE
13. countable a story of sb's life
Syn: tbiography
» She wrote a life of Mozart.



IN CHILDREN'S GAMES
14. countable one of a set number of chances before a player is out of a game
* He's lost two lives, so he's only got one left.
more at you can bet your life/your bottom dollar (on sth/(that)...) at tbet , , the breath of life at tbreath, breathe (new) life into sth

at tbreathe, the change of life at fchange ,, depart this life at 'depart a dog's life at tdog ,, end your days/life at tend , . a fact
of lifethe facts of life at tfact, in fear of your life at tfear , , fight for (your) life at ffight , , within an inch of your life at finch ., kiss
of life at tkiss |, large as lifelarger than life at 'large, a new lease of life at tlease, light of sb's life at tlight ,, a matter of life and
death at 'matter ,, make sb's life a misery at 'misery, havenine lives at tnine, risk life and limb at ‘frisk , , not be able to do sth
to save your life at !save , , a slice of life at !slice |, spring into/to life at !spring , , the staff of life at tstaff | that's the story of
my life at tstory, at my, your, his, etc. time of lifehave the time of your life at ftime |, true to life at ftrue aqj., variety is the spice of
life at tvariety, a walk of life at twalk ., a/the/sb's way of life at tway |,

Idioms: 'bring somebody to life = fcome to life = ffor dear life = ffor the life of you = tfor your life = full of life = tget a life = tlay
down your life = tlead the life of Riley = 1life after death = 1life and soul of the party = 1life is cheap = life of its own = tlife's too short
= 'make life difficult = man in your life = not on your life = tscare the life out of somebody = 'somebody's life = ftake somebody's
life = 'take your life = ftake your life in your hands = tthat's life = twhere there's life

Word Origin:
Old English ITf, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch lijf, German Leib ‘body’, also to 1tlive 1.

Thesaurus:
life
1. U, C
* The body was cold and showed no signs of life.
existence ° ¢ survival °
Opp: death
sb/sth's very/continued/day-to-day life/existence/survival
threaten sb/sth's life/existence/survival
fight for your life/survival
2.C, U
* I'velived here all my life.
lifetime - « career ¢ * in sb'sday °
in/of sb's life/lifetime/career/day
during sb's life/lifetime/career
a life/lifetime/career of doing sth
3.C
* How do you find life in America?
lifestyle - way of life ¢ ¢ living * « existence
(sb's) day-to-day life/living'existence
a comfortable /busy life/lifestyle/existence
have/lead/enjoy a... life/lifestyle/existence
4. U
* We need to inject some new life into this project.
energy - ° vitality ¢ ¢ fire « - dynamism - - spark * * gusto « « zest * |BrE vigour « |AmE vigor *
new life/energy/vitality/zest/vigour
be full of life/energy/vitality/fire/dynamism/zest/vigour

Collocations:

The living world

Animals
animals mate/breed/reproduce/feed (on sth)
fish/amphibians swim/spawn (= lay eggs)
birds fly/migrate /nest/sing
insects crawl/fly/bite/sting
insects/bees/locusts swarm
bees collect/gather nectar/pollen
spiders spin/weave a web
snakes/lizards shed their skins
bears/hedgehogs/frogs hibernate
insect larvae grow/develop /pupate
an egg/a chick/a larva hatches
attract/find/choose a mate
produce/release eggs/sperm
lay/fertilize /incubate /hatch eggs
inhabit a forest/a reefithe coast
mark/enter/defend (a) territory
stalk/hunt/capture/catch/kill prey

Plants and fungi



trees/plants grow/bloom/blossom/flower
a seed germinates /sprouts
leaves/buds/roots/shoots appear/develop /form
flower buds swell/open
a fungus grows/spreads/colonizes sth
pollinate /fertilize a flower/plant
produce/release /spread/disperse pollen/seeds/spores
produce/bear fruit
develop /grow/form roots/shoots/leaves
provide/supply/absorb/extract/release nutrients
perform/increase/reduce photosynthesis

Bacteria and viruses
bacteria/microbes/viruses grow/spread/multiply
bacteria/microbes live/thrive in/on sth
bacteria/microbes/viruses evolve /colonize sth/cause disease
bacteria break sth down/convert sth (into sth)
a virus enters/invades sth/the body
a virus mutates/evolves/replicates (itself)
be infected with/contaminated with/exposed to a new strain of a virus/drug-resistant bacteria
contain/carry/harbour (especially US) harbor bacteria/a virus
kill/destroy/eliminate harmfuldeadly bacteria

Example Bank:
* He always believedin living life to the full.

* He always had a great love of life.

* He built his whole life around his children.

* He devoted his life to the education of deaf children.

* He ended his life a happy man.

* He gave up his high-flying job and now enjoys a better quality of life.
* He had been leading a double life, married to two women.

* He hopes the developmentwill breathe new life into the community .
* He lost his life in an air crash.

* He met the love of his life at college.

* He neverdiscussed the unhappiness of his past life.

* He neverlet his work dominate his life.

* He ruined his life through drinking.

» He spent his whole life in Cornwall.

* He was a miner all his working life.

 He'll be haunted by the crash for the rest of his life.

* Her paintings became more obscure towards the end of her life.
» His fame was so sudden that he was unprepared for public life.
* His foolishness almost cost him his life.

* His time in London was his first glimpse of the seamier side of life.
* | had the fright of my life when | saw the snake in my bed.

* | owe my life to the the doctors at the hospital.

* | think | may have been an animal in a previouslife.

* | wanted to see something of life before | settled down.

* |'vealways had a fairly optimistic outlook on life.

* I'veknown her all my life.

* In later life he took up writing.

* It's nice to see an old man still so full of life.

» Japanese people have a very high life expectancy.

 Learning meditation changed her life.

* No lives were lost in the accident.

* Only his wife had access to his inner life.

» She begged the soldiers to spare her son's life.

» She clung to life for several weeks.

» She did not tolerate press intrusion into her private life.

» She discovered jazz quite late in life.

« She is still rebuilding her life after the accident.

» She leads a busy social life.

» She loved the Spanish way of life and immediately felt at home there.
 She risked her life for the sake of the children.

» She sensed she was entering a new phase in her life.

 She thought marriage should be for life.

» She took her own life.

» She went through life always wanting what she couldn't get.

» She's critically ill, on life support.

» The city only comes to life at night.

» The crash claimed 43 lives.



» The drivershowed no signs of life.

* The hotel started life as a prison.

* The pace of life is much gentler on the island.

» The plane crashed with heavy loss of life.

* There has only been one woman in her life.

» There have been three attempts on the president's life.

* These talks are a matter of life and death for the factory.

» They both seem to want the same things out of life.

* They need some new, younger staff to breathe some life into the company.
» They went to Australia to start a new life.

» They were enjoying the high life in the smartest hotels of New York.

* They're living a life of luxury in the Bahamas.

» Throughouther life she was dogged by loneliness.

» Witnesses are living in fear for their life after giving evidence against the gang.
* You're still in the prime of life.

+ a child bursting with life

* a drug that will save lives

* a life-support machine

* a real-life drama

+ anti-abortionists campaigning for the right to life

« for the first time in her life

» Bad posture is one of the causes of back pain in later life.

* He doesn't like to talk about his private life.

* He has had a hard life.

* He is young and has little experience of life.

* He met a lot of interesting people during his life as a student.

* He said the men had threatened his life.

» He spent his entire adult life in France.

» He will spend the rest of his life in a wheelchair.

* He's lived here all his life.

* How do you find life in America?

* |'velived in England for most of my life.

* In Italy at that time the averagelife of a governmentwas eleven months.
* In real life he wasn't how she had imagined him at all.

* Life isn't like in the movies, you know.

» Many of these children haveled very sheltered lives.

» My father died last year— | wish | could bring him back to life.

* My grandfatherlost his life in the Second World War.

* My mother took up tennis late in life.

» She has a full social life.

» She has been an accountant all her working life.

 She led a life of luxury.

* The International Stock Exchange started life as a London coffee shop.
» The body was cold and showed no signs of life.

* The floods caused a massive loss of life.

» The operation saved her life.

» The product has a guaranteed shelf life of 60 days.

» The worries of everyday life can become unbearable for people with this condition.
» There's no such thing as a job for life any longer.

» They emigrated to start a new life in America.

» They were very happy throughout their married life.

* We bought a dishwasher to make life easier.

* We need to inject some new life into this project.

* Yet more species of plant and animal life die out as their very specialized habitat is disturbed.
* You mustn't let anyone know— it's a matter of life and death.

* pond life

life Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
life S1 W1 /laxff BrFE =~ AmE ~ noun (plural lives /laivz)
[Word Family: noun: ltiife, tlifelessness, flifer; adjective: tlifeless, llifelike, 'lifelong; advertr tlifelessly]
[Language: Old English; Origin: lif]
1. TIME SOMEBODY IS ALIVE [uncountable and countable] the period of time when someone is alive:
°  Learning goes on throughout life.

"

You have your whole life ahead of you.
in sb’s life
° For the first time in my life | was happy.

"

I’'ve neverbeen so embarrassed in my life!

"

I've known John all my life (=since | was born).

"

His main aim in life was to have fun.

"

It was one of the best days of my life.



The accident scarred him for life (=for the rest of his life).
She knew she’d feel guilty for the rest of her life.
Raj spent his life caring for others.
Bonington spent his entire adult life in France.
We don’t know much about the poet’s early life (=when he was young).
Poor diet can lead to a whole range of diseases in later life (=when you are older).
She married late in life (=when she was fairly old).
He’s a life member (=continuing until he dies) of the club.
2. STATE OF BEING ALIVE [uncountable and countable] the state of being alive:
° Theright to life is the most basic of human rights.
Danny was a cheerful little boy who loved life.
Two firefighters risked their lives to save the children.

3. WAY SOMEBODY LIVES [countable usually singular] the way you live your life, and what you do and experience during it

lead/live/havea ... life
°  The operation should enable Bobby to lead a normal life.
She just wanted to live a quiet life.
Havinga baby changes your life completely.
The family moved to Australia to start a new life.
Ken’s whole life revolvedaround surfing (=that was the main interest and purpose of his life).
You shouldn’t let your boyfriend rule your life (=control and affect everything you do).
My grandmother had a hard life (=a life full of problems).
She’s led a very sheltered life (=a life in which you have been protected from unpleasant things).
a life of crime/poverty/misery etc
°  He had been drawn into a life of crime.
4. PARTICULAR SITUATION/JOB [uncountable and countable]
a) the experiences, activities, and ways of living that are typical of being in a particular job, situation, society etc:
° Why do so few women enter political life?
the British way of life
city/country/village etc life
° Noise has become one of the main pollutants of modern city life.
army/student/college etc life
° He missed the routine of army life.
Are you enjoying married life?
b) the time in your life when you are doing a particular job, are in a particular situation etc
sb’s life as something
* Now a celebrity chef, he rarely talks about his life as an army cook.
Sara admits to having affairs throughout her married life.
Most of his working life was spent in the shipyards.
5. social/personal/sex etc life the activities in your life relating to your friends, your family, sex etc:
° Idon’t need advice about my love life.
traditional views of family life
Children need a caring and happy home life.
6. HUMAN EXISTENCE [uncountable] human existence, considered as a variety of experiences and activities:
My Aunt Julia had very little experience of life.
Life has a way of changing the best of plans.
For some people, religion gives life a meaning.
daily/everyday life
°  the frustrations and disappointments of everyday life
I try to see the funny side of life.
7. TIME WHEN SOMETHING EXISTS/WORKS [countable usually singular]
a) the period of time during which something happens or exists
life of
°  Theissues will not be resolved during the life of the present parliament.
start/begin/come to life as something
The building began life as a monastery.
b) the period of time during which something is still good enough to use
life of
What's the averagelife of a passenger aircraft?
Careful use can extend the life of your washing machine. = !shelf life
8. LIVING THINGS [uncountable]
a) the quality of being alive that people, animals, plants etc have and that objects and dead things do not have:
° Ben felt her neck for a pulse or any other sign of life.
In the springtime, everything comes to life again.
b) living things, such as people, animals, or plants:
° Is there life on other planets?
human/animal/plant/bird etc life
Theisland is rich in bird life. = twildlife
9. be sb’s (whole) life to be the most important thing or person to someone:
° Music is Laura’s whole life.



10. life and death (also life or death) used for emphasizing that a situation, decision etc is extremely urgent and important,
eseecially because someone is at risk of dying:
a life or death decision
A doctor’s job involveslife and death situations.
11. GAME [countable] a chance in a game, especially a computer game, in which you can be defeated or do something wrong and
can still continue playing:
* He’s up to level fiveand still has three lives left.
12. ACTIVITY [uncountable] activity or movement:
°  The house was quiet and there was no sign of life.
She was always so cheerful and full of life.
13. INTEREST/EXCITEMENT [uncountable] a quality of being interesting or exciting:
° Tryto put some life into your writing.
° The game really came to life after a magnificent goal from Rooney.
A gifted teacher can really bring literature to life for his or her students.
14. come to life/roar into life/splutter into life etc to suddenly start working:
Finally the car spluttered into life.
15. make life difficult/easier etc to make it difficult, easier etc to do something:
°  Surely computers are supposed to make life easier, not more complicated!
make life difficult/easier etc for
Why make life difficult for yourself?
16. the life and soul of the party British English, the life of the party American English someone who enjoys social occasions
and is fun and exciting to be with
17. life and limb formal your life and physical health — used especially when this is threatened in some way:
°  She risks life and limb every day in her job as an undercoverinvestigator.
18. get a life! spoken used to tell someone that you think they are boring and should find more exciting things to do:
° You guys should just stop moaning and get a life!
19. that’s life (also such is life) spoken used to say that something is disappointing but you have to accept it:
Oh well, that’s life!
20. life’s a bitch spoken not polite used to say that bad things happen in life
21. this is the life spoken used when you are relaxing and doing something you enjoy:
° Ah, this is the life! Lying on the beach, sipping cool drinks.
22. the shock/surprise/game etc of sb’slife the biggest shock or surprise, the best game etc that someone has everhad:
| had the surprise of my life when | saw John standing there. = have the time of your life at 'time(41)
23. how’s life? spoken used to ask someone if they are well, what they have been doing etc:
Hi Bob! How’s life?
How’s life been with you?
24. life goes on spoken used to say that you must continue to live a normal life even when something sad or disappointing has
happened:
° We both miss him, but life goes on.
25. a life of its own
a) if something has a life of its own, it seems to move or work by itself:
The ball seemed to have acquired a life of its own.
b) if something has a life of its own, it exists and develops without depending on other things:
26. cannot for the life of me spoken used to say that you cannot remember or understand something evenwhen you try hard:
| couldn’t for the life of me remember his name.
27. life’s too short spoken used to say that you should not waste time doing something or worrying about something:
Forget about it. Life’s too short.
life’s too short for
°  Life’s too short for moping about.
life’s too short to do something
Life’s too short to bear grudges.
28. not on your life spoken used as a reply to a question or suggestion to say that you definitely will not do something:
° ‘Are you going to go and work for him then?’ ‘Not on your life!’
29. the woman/man/girl etc in your life the woman or man you are married to or are having a relationship with — used especially
in advertisements:
This is the ideal gift for the man in your life.
30. PRISON [uncountable] (also life imprisonment) the punishment of being put in prison for the rest of your life
be sentenced to/get/be givenlife
° He was sentenced to life for the murder.
| think she should get life. = life sentence, flifer
31. ART [uncountable] when you paint, draw etc something you are looking at, especially a person or animal:
She’s taking classes in life drawing. = 1still life
32. frighten/scare the life out of somebody informal to make someone feel very frightened:
°  Don't do that! You scared the life out of me!
33. there’s life in the old dog yet spoken used to say that although someone or something is old, they are still able to do
something — used humorously
34. live/lead /have the life of Riley informal to have a very easy and comfortable life and not have to work hard:



He spends all day lounging by the pool and living the life of Riley.
35. BOOK/FILM [uncountable] the story of someone’s life SYN biography:
°  Boswell’s ‘Life of Johnson’
36. the next life (also the life to come), life after death the time after death, in which some people believe life continues in
another form:
She expects to meet her dead husband in the next life.
= as large as life at tlarge'(7), = fchange oflife, = for dear life at 'dear3(6), = tdouble life, = high life at thigh'(22), = a
new lease of life at flease’(2), = quality of life at 'quality’(5), = real life at freal'(3), = 'real-life, = true to life at ftrue'(9),
= twalk of life
COLLOCATIONS (for Meaning 2)
Bverbs
= save sb’s life The money you give will save the life of a child.
= risk your life He risked his life to help Jews during the Second World War.
= lose your life (=die) Hundreds of people lost their lives on the first day of the fighting.
- take a/sb’slife (=kill someone) All cultures consider it wrong to take a life for no reason.
= take your own life (=kill yourself) He was depressed and decided to take his own life.
= claim the life of somebody (=kill someone — used of a thing) The disease claimed the lives of up to a quarter of the
population.
= cost lives/cost somebody their life (=result in deaths/in someone’s death) That decision may have cost him his life.
= give your life/lay down your life (=die in order to save other people, or because of a strong belief) These men gave their
lives during the war to keep us free.
= endanger the life of somebody They wanted to capture the gunman without endangering the lives of his hostages.
= spare sb’slife (=not kill someone, when you could kill them) She begged him to spare the life of her son.
= be fighting for your life (=be so ill or injured that you might die) One badly burned man was fighting for his life in hospital.
= cling to life (=try to stay alive, even though you are very ill or injured) She clung to life, despite the pain.
Mphrases
= owe your life to somebody (=be still alive because of someone’s actions) The victim said he owed his life to the stranger
who helped him.
= take your life in your hands (=put yourself in a dangerous situation) Just crossing this road is taking your life in your hands.
ECOMMON ERRORS
» Do not say 'the cost of life'. Say the cost of living.
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