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mutilate Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
mu-ti-late [mutilate mutilates mutilated mutilating] BrE ['mjulitille] 't NAmE
['mjuitile] t
1. ~ sb/sth to damage sb's body very severely, especially by cutting or tearing off part of it
* The body had been badly mutilated.
2. ~ sth to damage sth very badly
Syn: tvandalize
* Intruders slashed and mutilated several paintings.
Derived Word *mutilation
Verb forms: _werh forms
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Word Origin:
early 16th cent.: from Latin mutilat- ‘maimed , mutilated, lopped off’, from the verb mutilare, from mutilus ‘maimed’ .

mutilate Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)
mu tilate /'mju_itele tmjuitilel BrE = AmE ~ verb [transitive]
[ ; ; 'mutilated]]
1. to severely and violently damage someone’s body, especially by cutting or removing part of it:
° The prisoners had been tortured and mutilated.
extra protection for mental patients who might mutilate themselves
2. to damage or change something so much that it is completely spoiled:
The sculpture was badly mutilated in the late eighteenth century.
—mutilation / mjuitalllean, mjulltl]len/ noun [uncountable and countable]
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